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Outline

* 1500-1200 BC - The Calamity of the Ancient Mediterranean World
* RigVeda
* Torah

* 600-500 BC - The Axial Age

 Destruction of Jerusalem
e Buddhism
e Jainism

e 0 BC -The Advent of Christ
e AD 500-700-The Flood of Islam

* 1400-1600 — The turning point to the modern era
The Fall of the Old World (Constantinople)

New technologies - the printing press

The New World

The Ascension of Europe



Hinduism
and Art (1)

* Hinduism is primarily a
visual faith, and so no
Images are forbidden

* Darsan (the benevolent
gaze) from the deity
iInhabiting the idol is
what Hindu worshippers
hope to receive.
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Islam and Art (1)

* Every maker of pictures will go to the fire, where a being will be set
upon him for each picture he made, to torment him in hell.

* Whoever makes an image shall be required (on the Last Day) to
breath a spirit into it but will never be able to do so. (ROT p44)

* If you must draw, draw trees and things without animate life.
* Man cannot imitate what Allah has created

* Making dolls is unlawful

* Images prevent angels from entering a house

* The use of pictures comes of weakness of faith and unconcern for
religious matters (ROT w50)



Islam and Art (2)

Islam allows geometric
patterns in many colors
and Islamic calligraphy
Is often magnificent



Islam and Art (3) — what is harem (forbidden)

* Pictures of animate art and * Addictive influences of
picture making television

* Music (r40.1) * Acceptance and imitation of

* Immorality, nudity, illicit sex, aggression and crime
pornography * Tattoos

* Obscene language * Television in general

* Incitement to fornication
* Negation of modesty

 Scenes of violence, sadism, and
crime



Islam and Art (4) — What is allowed

* Writing (calligraphy)
* Geometric shapes in pleasing patterns
* Inaminate objects

* Dance — however, men should not dance in a languid manner,
which is effeminate.



Violations of
Prohibitions

on Islamic
Art
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Buddhism and Art

* The Life of the Buddha
told in a painted story
format




Judaism
and Art (1)

* The Hebrew Bible sends
a mixed message on art

* The beauty of the
Tabernacle and Temple

* The prohibition on graven
iImages

e Mosiac of Abraham and
Isaac at the sacrifice



Judaism and
Art (2) —
Ancient
Jewish
Symbols




Conclusion

Discussion
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