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Functional Modes of Modern Religion

* Existential —faith and religious experience

* The sine que non of modern religion, at least in the west, is how it makes you
feel.
* Mormonism - If you feel a burning in your bosom, you know it is real

* Intellectual — formal statements of belief
* High priority during the Enlightenment
* Losing importance with the decline of modernism
* Institutional - organizations advocating and transmitting beliefs

* Adecline in going to church and affiliating with a denomination
 Anincrease in vague “spirituality”

* Ethical —teachings and beliefs that relate to moral conduct

* “Choose your own ethics” mentality
* Ethical standards change



Are all

BAHA’I FAITH

Lay not on any soul a load
that you would not wish to
be laid upon you, and

desire not for

cause pain if done to you

BUDDHISM

Treat not others in ways
that you yourself would
find hurtful
Udana-Varga 5.18

CONFUCIANISM

One word which sums up the

basis of all good conduct...
loving kindness.
Do not do to

| anyone the = others what

religions the
same”?

Baha'u'llah, lects 15.23

Gleanings

R

IsLAM

Not one of you truly believes
you wish for others what

The Prophet Muham)

Jupaism
What is hateful to you,
'do not do to your neighbour.

This is the whole Torah;

all the rest is commentary
Hillel, Talmud, Shabbat 31a

TAOISM
Regard your neighbour’s gain

as your own gain, and pa=>

neighbour’s loss our own loss
T'ai.Shafig Kan Ying Pien, 213-218

\ SIHISM

I am a stran,
and no one is a strangeriu,
to me. Indeed, | am

a friend to all

Guru Granth Sahib, pg. 1299

as you would have
I do to you; for this
be treated J [ law and the proph
4" Mahavira, Sutrakritanga Y Jesus, Matthew 7.

UNITARIANISM
Do not do unto others o We affirm and promote respect
whatever is injurious u NATIVE W for the interdependent
to yourself / SPIRITU ALITY 4 web of all existence

Shayast-na-Shayast 13.29 A W b ali of which we are a part
€ are as much alive ; Unitarian principle

as we keep the earth alive
Cliief Dan George
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Religion and Modern Technology

* Global communication allows global proliferation of ideas
* Social media gives everyone a platform

* No central quality control means everyone must interpret for
themselves (or at least within their social group)

* People are pressured to communicate things that will make them
liked.

* The speed of communication makes it difficult to think through
and revise one's thoughts and issues carefully.



Religion and Individualism

* Group identity—who | am is most determined by who we are
* Individual identity —who | am is most determined by what | do

* |Islam — primarily group

* Hinduism — primarily group

* Buddhism - primarily individual (Arahant path to enlightenment)
* Christianity

* Protestant

e Catholic
* Orthodox



Religion and
Literacy

* How does a change in
literacy impact the
adoption and practice
of any given religion?
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