
VILLAINS OF THE BIBLE SERIES I  -
NEBUCHADNEZZAR



Your Love is Your Life 
(Dan 4:27-37)



Your Love is Your Life

• Wrong loves – Money, power, fame, pleasure, 
self, and others. Anything that goes before 
God (Dan 4:28-30)

• Warned and unrepentant (Dan 4:27)

• Results of wrong loves (Dan 4:31-33)

• Route to right love (Dan 4:34-37)



HOW DOES THIS STORY RELATE TO THE REST 
OF THE BIBLE?

• Moses and the Exodus – 1400 BC

• King David – 1000 BC

• Assyrian Empire – 800-605 BC

• Babylonian Empire – 600-530 BC – Daniel, the fiery furnace

• The Buddha in India – 560-480 BC

• Persian Empire – 530-330 BC – The Lion’s Den

• Greek Empire – 330-130 BC – Alexander the Great and Successors

• Jesus Christ – 4 BC to AD 30

• Roman Empire – 130 BC to AD 1453 – the Caesars, the Byzantines

• Muhammad and Islam – AD 620 to present



NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S LOVES -
WAR



NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S 
LOVES – BUILDING -

HANGING GARDENS OF 
BABYLON



Wrong Loves



Wrong Loves 
- My Way

And now, the end is near
And so I face the final curtain.
My friends, I'll say it clear,
And I'll state my case, of which I'm 
certain.
I've lived a life that's full,
I traveled each and every highway.
And more, much more than this, I 
did it my, my way.

Regrets, I've had a few,
But then again, too few to 
mention.
I did what I had to do and saw it 
through without exemption.
And I planned each charted 
course, each careful step along 
life's by way
And more, much more than this, I 
did it my way.

Yes, there were times, I'm sure 
you knew,
When I bit off more than I could 
chew.
But through it all, when there was 
doubt,
I ate it up and spit it out.
I faced it all and I stood tall and 

did it my way.

I've loved, I've laughed, I cried
I've had my fill, my share of losing.
And now, as tears subside, I find it 
all so amusing.
Just to think I did all that
And may I say, not in a shy way,
Oh, no, oh, no, not me, I did it my 
way.

For what is a man, what has he 
got?
If not himself, then he has not
To say the things he truly feels 
and not the words of one who 
kneels
The record shows I took the blows 
and did it my way.

To say the things he truly feels 
and not the words of one who 
kneels
The record shows i took the blows 
and did it my, my way.

Frank Sinatra, Paul 

Anka

https://www.bing.com/search?q=frank+sinatra&filters=ufn%3a%22frank+sinatra%22+sid%3a%2218082f84-b70b-cf95-258c-5085f52d3aa7%22&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/search?q=paul+anka&filters=ufn%3a%22paul+anka%22+sid%3a%22274f673c-8118-f3d2-e7d6-3def87c10124%22&FORM=SNAPST


Asking Ourselves – Wrong loves

• What are your wrong loves? Accomplishment? Prestige? Money? A 
forbidden person?

• Are you doing things “your way?” 

• What do you take credit for in your life? Everything good? 

Everything bad? Both are equally wrong. The Lord is good, and He 
works through us and the world around us for His purposes. 

• What do you love? 

• How is your love your life?

• If your love is your life, what kind of life do you expect to get if these 

are your loves?



Your Love is Your Life

• Wrong loves – Money, power, fame, pleasure, 
self, and others. Anything that goes before 
God. (Dan 4:28-30)

• Warned and unrepentant (Dan 4:27)

• Results of wrong loves (Dan 4:31-33)

• Route to right love (Dan 4:34-37)



Sometimes God tells us to change who or what 
we love. Do we do it? Are we warned and 
unrepentant?

• Addiction – alcohol, drugs, tobacco, pornography, etc.

• Activities – temporarily changing from things that are not family 

friendly to those that are.

• Spending so much time at work that we neglect other people

• Relationships - Psychology Today, You can't choose to fall in love — it 

just happens, if you let it. Posted Mar 12, 2018

Do we believe that we can change our 

loves? Do we believe that we should?



GOD TELLS US,  AS HE 
TOLD KING 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR,  
TO LOVE HIM MORE 

THAN ANY THING 
ELSE



Asking Ourselves – Warned and unrepentant

Is love an action or an emotion? Love is an action, which is followed by 
emotions. 

• Change our love? How can we change our love? How can we feel differently 
than we feel? How can we want something different than we want?

• Why should we change our love? 
• If you love a woman other than your wife, should you change your love?
• If you want money more than anything else, should you change your love?
• If you don’t feel affection towards one of your children, should you change 

your love?
• In my medical practice, from alcohol to tobacco to a bad diet to a sedentary 

lifestyle, I help people to change their loves all of the time. 

When have you changed your love? When have you helped someone else to 
do it?

Is the Lord your God the central love of your life?



Your Love is Your Life

• Wrong loves – Money, power, fame, pleasure, 
self, and others. Anything that goes before 
God. (Dan 4:28-30)

• Warned and unrepentant (Dan 4:27)

• Results of wrong loves (Dan 4:31-33)

• Route to right love (Dan 4:34-37)



The Results of Wrong Loves – Loving 
Anything Before or Instead of God

• Solomon – after a good start, he floundered, and his descendants lost his 

kingdom

• The rich young ruler (Matt 19:16-22)

• Fiction – Macbeth

• History – Napoleon, Stalin, Hitler, Mao, Pol Pot, many others

• Several soldiers that I have known - Give up their faith, their wives, their 

children, their friends, to advance in the Army. Once they finally retire, they are 

left with nothing.

Do we believe that we can change our 

loves? Do we believe that we should?



Why does loving 

anything more than God 

inevitably result in our 

fall?

Because the world is not 

enough.



WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE FAIL TO LOVE 
GOD FIRST AND BEST



Asking Ourselves – Results of wrong loves

• Is your love where it needs to be right now?

• When I …. grow up, finish school, get married, get kids, have 

mastered my job… then I will be happy.  Does accomplishing such 

things ever make you happy?

• Have you fallen in your life after persistent wrong loves?

Do we believe that we can change our 

loves? Do we believe that we should?



Your Love is Your Life

• Wrong loves – Money, power, fame, pleasure, 
self, and others. Anything that goes before 
God. (Dan 4:28-30)

• Warned and unrepentant (Dan 4:27)

• Results of wrong loves (Dan 4:31-33)

• Route to right love (Dan 4:34-37)



1. Nebuchadnezzar blessed, praised and 
honored the Most High.

2. He recognized the eternal dominion of God 
over all the affairs of man (and the universe).

3. He humbled himself before the mighty hand of 
God.

4. He acknowledged that God gave him 

everything he had – the riches, the glory, the 
power, all of it.

5. He thanked God for restoring him. 

6. He recognized God’s perfect goodness and 
truth.

7. He saw God’s hand in everything in the 
universe.

8. He foreswore pride in his own life. 

9. He gave his testimony to all around.



Asking Ourselves – Route to Right  Love

1. Have you blessed, praised and honored the Most High?

2. Have you recognized the eternal dominion of God over all the 
affairs of man (and the universe)?

3. Have you humbled yourself before the mighty hand of God?

4. Have you acknowledged that God gave him everything he had –
the riches, the glory, the power, all of it?

5. Have you thanked God for restoring him? 

6. Have you recognized God’s perfect goodness and truth?

7. Do you see God’s hand in everything in the universe?

8. Have you foresworn pride in your own life?

9. Do you do these things every day?



Your Love is Your Life

• Wrong loves – Money, power, fame, pleasure, 
self, and others. Anything that goes before 
God. (Dan 4:28-30)

• Warned and unrepentant (Dan 4:27)

• Results of wrong loves (Dan 4:31-33)

• Rewards of right love (Dan 4:34-37)



Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give 

thee the desires of thine heart (Psalm 37:4).

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might (Deut

6:5).



Your Love is Your Life 
(Dan 4:27-37)
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