
Haggai 
 
Introduction 
 
Title – The name Haggai means “My Feast” or “My Festival” or “Feast of Yahweh”   

 
Author – Haggai  
 
Haggai 1 
 
V1 – Babylon had fallen in 539 BC and Cyrus had given permission for the first contingent of Jews to return 
to Palestine in 538 BC. Around 530 BC, opposition from Israel’s neighbors forced the people to stop 
rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. Around the same time, King Cyrus was killed in battle, and his son 
Cambyses ruled Persia. He conquered Egypt in 525 and continued his campaigns against Cush. In his 
absence, Cambyses brother Bardiya (or a usurper named Gautama, sources differ) seized the throne. 
Trying to regain his throne, Cambyses died under mysterious circumstances in 522. Cambyses’ personal 
lancer Darius defeated Bardiya and became king. This message to Haggai, the first, was given in August 
520 BC. 
 
Notice the sovereignty of God in this matter. The local enemies of Israel argued that the Jews should not 
be allowed to rebuild their temple because it might reconstitute them as a nation. They might then revolt, 
as the Hebrews historically did, and fight against Persia. With the conquest of Egypt, the chance of a revolt 
and the probability of success should one occur diminished. Darius therefore had more freedom to grant 
the request of the Jews.  
 
V2 – The people had been in Palestine for almost 20 years. They had rebuilt their homes and much of their 
economy, but the Temple remained in ruins. Even the work that they had done during the reign of Cyrus 
had fallen into disrepair. Though they had received permission to resume rebuilding, they had not done so. 
 
VV 3-4 – God’s message came through Haggai. Many of the people remained poor but the wealthy and 
powerful lived in relative splendor. Having succeeded in Jewish society upon their return to the Holy Land, 
they were more interested in wealth, luxury, pride and safety than in the things of God, or even in the 
health of the community.  
 
VV 5-6 – Haggai told the people to consider their ways, and their consequences. Despite their success, the 
leaders in the land were not receiving the bounty they had reason to expect for their work.  
 
VV 7-8 – God’s prescription for the people is to reconsider their ways. They needed to put God’s work first, 
rebuilding the temple as He commanded. Then the Lord would take pleasure and be glorified in their 
efforts.  
 
The purpose of human effort is to glorify God, and this should be motivation enough for any man to serve 
Him to the utmost. Looking a little deeper, however, we find some clues about why the Lord would be 
pleased with the rebuilding of the Temple. 
 

1. The corporate worship that would occur in the Temple would bring the people of Israel together 
religiously and culturally. Israel would become a stronger and more unified nation which was more 
tightly bound to God.  

2. Large community buildings in all societies tend to become the focal point of cities. Important 
announcements and events (religious and sometimes political) would take place there. Due to their 
centrality in the lives of the people, marketplaces would spring up in the vicinity, offering all kinds of 
goods and services. People would move in, trying to be closer to their place of work.  



3. The wealthy would need to fund the Temple project, and the wages would go to local artisans and 
other craftsmen. Thus income would be partially redistributed from the rich to the middle class or 
poor. Such redistribution would help to stabilize and unite Jewish society. 

4. The splendor of the Temple would be a source of national pride and an accomplishment bigger than 
any individual. It would encourage those who worked on it for generations to come.  

5. The people of Israel would feel that their nation had fully recovered from the punishment of the exile 
to Babylon. Their history as a nation could resume.  

 
For all of these reasons, God would indeed be glorified.  
 
In the spring of 1993 my wife and I traveled in Scandinavia. We went to a reconstruction of a small village 
from the late Middle Ages. The largest and most impressive building was the church. Our guide told us that 
the villagers would build small and rough homes for themselves and then combine their meager resources 
to build the church. Once done, the church was the meeting place for the community. Its steeple could be 
seen and its bell heard from miles away, helping people to navigate in and around the area and alerting 
them to events. The construction of the church brought people together, rich and poor, and it became a 
point of pride for the community. Though to some modern ears the idea of building a church in the face of 
such poverty is a waste, in reality it was the best thing for the community to do.  
 
VV 9-11 – In the current situation, the Lord was actively opposing their efforts. As the Preacher said, 
“nothing that God does can be added to or subtracted from (Ecclesiastes 3:14).” The selfishness of the 
people could only result in selfish works, and those selfish works could only be washed away by the power 
of God.   
 
V12 – The people responded in faith.  
 
VV13-15 – The Lord spoke through Haggai, promising to bless their efforts in His work. Then He did, 
inspiring the leaders and their people to finish the work. Notice that God did not magically do the work for 
them, or even give them some supernatural ability. Instead He used ordinary men and ordinary means to 
do amazing things.  
 
Haggai 2 
 
VV 1-2 – Haggai’s second message to the people from God was delivered in October of 520 BC. Jehovah 
told him to deliver it to the governor, the high priest and the people. 
 
V3 – Solomon’s era was the most magnificent in Israelite history. The Bible says that gold was plentiful and 
silver so abundant that it had little value (1 Kings 10:23-29). Solomon’s temple had been razed to the 
ground by the Babylonians in 586 BC, and this prophecy was occurring 66 years later. A few people who 
had been children or youths when Jerusalem was destroyed were now in their 70s and 80s.  
 
Though the people worked hard on this Temple, the second one, Israel was now a poor nation. There was 
no way that the glory of this new Temple could ever compare with the glory of Solomon’s. There was a real 
danger of disappointment in the elders, which could harm everyone’s attitude. 
 
V4 – God therefore told the governor, and high priest and the other leaders of the people to be strong in 
their work. Though some disappointment was inevitable, they must not let that develop into despair.  
 
V5 – No matter the external grandeur (or lack thereof) of the temple, God promised that He would be there, 
and that was enough. All the magnificence of Solomon’s Temple did not keep the nation from splitting in 
two, and all of its power was not enough to keep the children of Israel from wanton sin and ultimately 
destruction. Therefore they were not to fear.  
 



VV 6-7 – The Lord whose Spirit would be in the temple is the same Lord who could shake the heavens and 
earth. It was He who could shake the nations. The temple did not need the glory of gold and jewels, nor did 
Israel need the glory of a mighty army. The glory of the temple would come from God alone. As long as the 
people were faithful, the glory would remain there.  
 
V8 – God made all gold and silver, and therefore He possesses it all. The Lord has no need of offerings 
from His people, because anything that we could give God is already His. All we can give Him is our lives, 
which He has graciously bestowed upon us.  
 
V9 – The second temple would not rely on the glory of precious metals and gems; it would rely on the glory 
of the Almighty. Therefore the second temple was infinitely more glorious than its predecessor.   
 
The tendency to look at former days as better and to lament the passing of time is a danger for all of us. 
Even if the past is better, and in this case Solomon’s Temple was better, God has a better future in store 
for all of His followers. Our Lord always wants us to focus on serving Him in the present, no matter the 
circumstances. The past and future are helpful, but our lives are composed of millions of moments in which 
to serve Him.  
 
VV 10-11 – Haggai’s third message was given to him in December of 520, and the audience was the 
priests.  
 
VV 12-13 – The Lord asked the priests some questions about the Law, teaching them in a question and 
answer format. In the first question, the priest was carrying meat that had been consecrated by the altar. If 
the consecrated meat touched another food such as bread, wine, or oil, would the second food become 
holy? The answer to the first question was clearly no. The altar made the meat ceremonially holy but that 
holiness could not be transferred through another object. The second object had to encounter the altar on 
its own. Thus holiness was not “contagious”; it could not be spread by intermediate objects. 
 
In the second question, if someone touches a dead body and thereby becomes unclean, and then touches 
another object such as food, did the food become unclean. The answer to the second question was yes, 
the food would be unclean. Thus defilement was “contagious”; it could be spread by intermediate objects.  
 
V14 – God’s point was that it is easier to become unclean than clean; to be defiled than to be holy. As a 
result, the people were unclean. Despite their obedience in rebuilding the Temple and despite their best 
efforts to serve Him, the sin of the Jews made them unclean. So it is with everyone on earth; we are all 
unclean. Cleanliness, the holiness that God requires, is completely beyond the ability of man to achieve. 
Only God’s work through Jesus Christ has the power to make man truly holy.  
 
Jesus is analogous to the altar; contact with Him makes man clean. Contact with another “clean” person, or 
holy person, is not enough to make a man clean or holy. My sin cannot clean another, but my example can 
certainly lead another into defilement.   
 
VV 15-17 – Taking up his theme from the first chapter, Haggai reminded the people about the past; how 
their disobedience kept them from prospering. God opposed their work, and still they ignored Him.  
 
VV 18-19 – No one can prosper without the blessing of the Lord. Though they had forgotten that truth in 
the past, now they were trusting in and obeying God. Therefore He would bless them.  
 
VV 20-21 – In Haggai’s last sermon, also in December of 620, the prophet is addressing the governor of 
Judah. God had spoken to the leaders and all the people together, then He had addressed the priests, so 
finally He instructed the political leader.  
 
To be addressed by the Lord is a great honor, and when He has something encouraging to say, a great 
comfort. Christian leaders likewise can honor people and encourage them simply by talking to them.  



 
VV 22-23 – God promised to overthrow the kingdoms of those who oppose His work. Though they had 
large and powerful armies, including chariots and cavalry, God would defeat them. He would do so by 
setting them against each other. 
 
In the meantime, the Lord would lift up Zerubbabel. He would be like a signet ring, showing the world that 
God had chosen him.  
 
 


