
Habakkuk 
 
Habakkuk 1 
 
V1 – The prophet Habakkuk lived in the later part of the reign of Josiah (640-609 BC), King of Judah. He 
saw the fall of Ninevah (612 BC), the final destruction of the Assyrian Empire at the Battle of Carchemish 
(605 BC) and the early Babylonian expeditions against Judah. 
 
V2 - More importantly, he saw the wicked of the people of Judah despite the good example of King Josiah. 
Because he loved his people and their nation, he called God for help again and again to correct the evil in 
the hearts of those around. Despite his impassioned calls, the wrongdoing persisted.  
 
Notice that despite the good works of Josiah and his godly administration, the people persisted in evil. 
Good government is important in having a good nation but it is not enough. Each individual citizen 
contributes for good or for ill to his country’s strength. Josiah’s reign was one of peace and prosperity, but 
the very peace and prosperity that his just rule produced encouraged the populace to complacency and 
sin.  
 
Christians in America work hard to elect good leaders; ones that believe in truth, that understand individual 
responsibility and that walk their talk. This is good, but it is not enough. We must live righteously and 
encourage others to do the same. We must boldly speak the truth to everyone around us, and have 
compassion upon them. We must live tightly woven into the fabric of the body of Christ.  
 
V3 – Habakkuk was emotionally distraught by the badness around him. He was neither cynical nor jaded. 
He did not accept unrighteousness as a matter of course, something that he could do nothing about. 
Rather it pained him, and he kept his heart soft so that it continued to pain him. Habakkuk preferred the 
pain of righteousness and compassion to the deadness of sin.  
 
V4 – He not only cared about the impact of sin on the people but he also cared about the Law of God 
which was being broken. Habakkuk loved the Lord and the Law that He gave His people. To break the Law 
was certainly to break people on the Law, but it was also to grieve the heart of God.  
 
V5 – God replied to Habakkuk. He told him that His plan would astonish him.  
 
V6 - At the time the Babylonians had probably regained their independence from Assyria but had not yet 
conquered Nineveh, much less posed a threat to Judah. Habakkuk was informed about local as well as 
regional and “world” events and the Babylonian ferocity was already legendary. 
 
V7 – The Babylonians, as the Assyrians before them, held to the precept that might makes right. Justice to 
them was whatever they wanted it to be. Their authority came at the tip of a spear.  
 
VV 8-10 – God recounted some facts, and some hyperbole, about Babylonian power.   
 
V11 – The Lord pronounced that Babylon would sweep through all who stood before them. However, He 
also included the first hint of judgment on the Chaldeans. Their strength was their god, and they would be 
judged for it.  
 
God knew, but Habakkuk did not, that only the terrible destruction of Judah would solve the problem. Many 
would die, and God would judge those who died in the Babylon invasion in due time. However, suffering 
would bring the remnant of the people back to Him, and Israel would be reborn as a nation who followed 
His law (as well as any sinful humans could) and serve as the backdrop for Jesus. 
 



V12 - We don’t know what Habakkuk was expecting God to do, but it certainly wasn’t what He promised 
here. Hababkkuk’s tone is indeed amazed as the Lord had said. He could not believe that the righteous 
Lord of the Universe had chosen such unrighteous heathens to punish His people.  
 
VV 13-17 – The people of Judah were bad, but the Babylonians were worse. Using a metaphor of fishing, 
Judah is seen as a school of fish. The Chaldeans catch them with hook and nest and settle down for a 
hearty feast. Not only Judah but many nations around would be caught and destroyed.  
 
This situation is similar to that faced by Elijah at the end of his ministry. After the showdown on Mount 
Carmel he fled to Mount Sinai. There God restored him and told him to anoint Elisha as his successor, 
Jehu as king of Israel, and Hazael as king of Syria (1 Kings 19:15-17). Elisha ultimately anointed Hazael (2 
Kings 8:7-15) despite knowing that he would cause great suffering in Israel.   
 
Habakkuk 2 
 
V1 - Stunned by God’s plan, Habakkuk had made his protest, and now he stopped. He told the Lord that 
he would continue to do his duty, standing as a prophetic watchman over the souls of his people. 
Habakkuk would continue to play his appointed part in the plan of the Lord, despite not understanding it.  
 
VV 2-3 – God told him to write down what he had been told. Judgment would not come immediately and so 
Habakkuk needed to make a record. When it did come about 30-35 years later, the Lord wanted everyone 
to know what He had done.  
 
The following verses in this chapter constitute Habakkuk’s pronouncement of God’s curse on Babylon. The 
prophet had said that he would return to his post as prophetic watchman, and he was doing so.  
 
V4 – As for the prideful Babylonians, their hearts were not right, and they would pay for their sin. God’s 
people, the righteous, would live by faith. The prophet starkly contrasts the two peoples.    
 
V5 – The Babylonians were known for alcohol, there arrogance, and for conquering lands without mercy 
and without limit. Beer was the Babylonian drink of choice, and it was so important that Hammurabi 
mentioned it in his code of laws.  
 
V6 – Receiving the word of the Lord, Habakkuk interpreted these trials as parables intended to bless the 
people and destroy the Babylonians. To cover oneself in thick clay suggests defiling oneself with a heavy 
weight of sin.  
 
VV 7-8 – Babylonian power would ebb someday. Then suddenly without their even knowing it, destruction 
would come upon them like a thief. Babylon had destroyed many nations, and soon those nations would 
rise up and condemn their overlords.  
 
V9 – The Babylonians coveted strength and hoped to set themselves in an unconquerable position. Such 
desires would be their undoing, because the only unconquerable position in life is righteousness before the 
Lord. By its very actions, Babylon was destroying itself.   
 
V10 – Evil hurts its victims, but the damage is greatest to the evildoer. The wickedness within the 
Babylonians that caused them to inflict such suffering on their neighbors would cause greater suffering to 
themselves. Their suffering would pierce through the body and into the soul.  
 
VV 11-12 – First Habakkuk used a metaphor describing how blatant were the wrongdoings of the people of 
Babylon; the sin of the people of Babylon was so great that even inanimate objects, a stone and a timber, 
would attest to it. Second he pronounced a curse upon them, those whose works were founded in iniquity.  
 



VV 13-14 – All of their efforts would be undone by the Lord because they were unjust. The Babylonians 
labored in vain. All of the earth would be covered with the knowledge of God, and the flood of His love and 
goodness would wash away evil and its proprietors before it.  
 
V15 – Capitalizing on another’s weakness is also sin, and the mighty peoples and nations of the world 
have done that since time immemorial. Stronger nations fight unjust proxy wars through weaker ones as 
the Germans, Italians and Soviets did in the Spanish Civil War, and stronger people take advantage of 
weaker ones, as when false teachers enter houses and captivate weak willed women overburdened with 
sin (2 Timothy 3:6).  
 
V16 – What the Babylonians mistook for glory was actually shame.   
 
Habakkuk 3 
 
V1 – Habakkuk had completed his struggle with God. He neither understood nor liked God’s plan to rid 
Israel of idolatry by having them carried away into Babylonian captivity, but he knew God. He had also 
completed his task of pronouncing destruction upon the Babylonians and writing down the words of the 
Lord. 
 
Now he waited, and that was probably the hardest part. Habakkuk had done what he could do; he obeyed 
as best he could. It was time to leave the situation in the hands of his Lord. The following verses are a 
prayer of poetry that comforted Habakkuk in these trying days. 
 
V2 – Having heard God’s plan, Habakkuk was afraid. He prayed that God would revive His work, the 
wonders of the Exodus, and the glories of the unified kingdom under David, in the present day. Despite the 
sin of the Israelites, and despite the inevitable judgment, Habakkuk wanted the Lord to temper His wrath 
with mercy. 
 
Notice that the prophet never stopped asking God for what he wanted. He knew that the road to restoration 
for Israel was through disaster, but he persisted. God provided the rough outline of what He would do, but 
did not reveal the details. In those details Habakkuk knew he could make a difference. Each faithful prayer 
may have saved one, or ten, or a hundred of his countrymen from sin and eternal death. Many may have 
been saved from an untimely physical death. Habakkuk could not know the precise effect of each prayer, 
but he did know that by his faithful words, God would bless others.  
 
Habakkuk asked the Lord for mercy, and the Lord provided it.  
 
VV 3-4 – Teman was a mountain stronghold in Edom and Mount Paran a mountain situated in a large 
wilderness area to the south. The allusion may hearken back to God bringing the Law from Mount Sinai. If 
so, Habakkuk is God to return the Law to His people. As He walks, the Almighty is pictured with power 
beyond Habakkuk’s wildest imagination. The prophet strains to describe what he sees, and words fail him.  
 
V5 – Disease, injury and death, not just beauty and joy, flowed from God. The Holy One has the power to 
heal and to destroy.  
 
V6 – God can be judged by no one, as He is the ultimate standard of good. The forces of nature cannot 
stand before Him, and instead bow in reverence to their Creator. God Himself has all power and glory. 
Though it is tempting to regard this as a vision or at least a metaphor, perhaps one day the mountains and 
hills actually will bow before their Master? 
 
V7 – Cushan may be from Cush or may be another name for Midian. Facing God’s power, the evil of the 
world, represented by two people groups who consistently opposed Israel, trembled.  
 



VV 8-15 – This is an evocative picture of the glory of God; the sea and the mountains trembling before the 
Almighty. It is possible that this is also a reference to the land between the rivers, the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, which was the land of Babylon.  
 
Having contemplated the glory of God, Habakkuk reflected upon His righteousness. The evil doer will pay 
for what he has done.  
 
V16 – Seeing the mighty power of God, Habakkuk trembles. He hoped that he would not live to see the 
day of Israelite distress. In the event, he probably did not.  
 
V17 – Concluding his poem, and determining to place faith in God, Habakkuk paints a bleak picture of the 
most likely condition of Israel. As an agricultural land, Israel would falter, and its primary resources, figs, 
grapes, olives, grains, wool, meat and milk, would fail. It is an image of economic calamity.  
 
V18 – Despite external circumstances, Habakkuk would choose to trust, and rejoice, in God. 
 
V19 – The prophet completed his prayer of commitment, and recommitment. No matter what the external 
situation, the Lord was his joy and strength. God would protect His people, and restore them to a close and 
beautiful relationship with Him. .      

 

 


