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12 Jan 2014 - Understanding the New Testament 

Hook – How does studying the Bible help us 

Whether or not we believe the Bible  

 Gets us out of our day to day “stream of consciousness” habits and thoughts 

 Makes us ponder ideals, philosophy, the concept of God, and other high thoughts 

 Challenges us with different cultures, languages, time frames, beliefs and ideas 

 Reminds us that our era is not the only era and we are not the only people that matter in history. 

If we believe the Bible  

 Teaches us important things 

 The Spirit works through us to make us like God.  

Between the 
Testaments 

Helping Christians Understand the New 
Testament 

The First Century World 

The Scriptures 
(OT and NT) 

Understanding the NT 

 

Book – Contemporary Events 

Europe Asia New World Africa Other 

Roman invasion of Britain and London 
founded 43 AD 

Eastern Han Dynasty (China)    

 

Look  

Between the Testaments 
 

538 BC – Babylon is conquered by the Medes and Persians, and first group of Jews, 42,000, return to the Holy Land. 

They begin to rebuild Jerusalem, including its walls (Nehemiah) and its Temple (Ezra). 

458 BC – Another large group of Jews returns to Israel 

334-330 BC – Alexander the Great destroyed Persia in a series of battles including Granicus (334), Issus (333), and 

Gaugamela (331). 

327-326 BC – Alexander invaded India and conquered the Indus River region in the NW. This opened up the Middle 

East and Europe to greater Hindu influence (c.f. Acts 17). 

323 BC – Alexander died in Babylon. His empire was divided between four generals, Ptolemy (Egypt), Seleucia 

(Middle East, Persia and India), Lysimachus (Thrace, Western Asia Minor), and Perdiccas (Macedonia).  



320-168 BC – Seleucid and Ptolemiac Empire fight over Palestine, with Seleucids prevailing in 198 BC. Antiochus 

Epiphanes IV forces Hellenization and desecrates Temple, inciting Maccabean revolt.  

167-63 BC – Israel semiautonomous under Maccabees and Hasmonean Dynasty until conquered by Rome (aided by 

Herod the Great) in 63 BC.  

62-37 BC – Parthians and Roman fought wars over Palestine, which changed hands several times, until things 

stabilized under Herod in 37 BC 

Discussion/Application   

Do we learn the history of the Bible to understand the Bible? Why not? 

The First Century World 
 

Population – about 300 million worldwide, with 45 million in the Roman Empire (15%). 

Jewish population - 4 million throughout the world, mostly in the Empire, and 700,000 living in Palestine. 

Ease of Travel – Roman roads and uncontested shipping on the Mediterranean. 

Unity of Language – Aramaic was the common language in Palestine and Hebrew was the language of priests, but 

Greek was the lingua franca throughout the empire 

Pax Romana – Roman legions stationed in hot spots in Germany and Palestine kept invaders out. Since Rome 

controlled the entire Mediterranean, maritime trade was not hindered by enemy fleets.  

Similarity of Culture – Greek gods, Greek customs, and Greek ways of thinking were appropriated by Rome 

Economic stability – With Egypt and Tunisia as the breadbaskets and Italy and Greece as the hubs of trade, economic 

conditions were stable. Manufacturing was small scale and local.  

Religious diversity – The Greek pantheon was losing its hold over the people and religious thought was changing. 

People were restive.  

 Emperor worship – civic religion intended to unify the people under the Emperor 

 Mystery religions – promised personal contact with deity and personal immortality through occult and 

ecstatic experiences 

 Proto-gnosticism – salvation through secret knowledge. Distinction between spiritual (good) and physical 

(bad) 

 Epicureanism – eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die (1 Corinthians 15:32) 

 Stoicism – emphasis on virtue and duty over pleasure 

 Cynics – nothing really matters 

 Skeptics – truth does not exist  



Slaves comprised the majority of people in ancient Rome. 

Major groups in Palestine 

 Pharisees – Accepted all of the Law, Writings and Prophets, majority party 

 Sadducees – Accepted only the Law, politically active minority 

 Essenes – Ascetics who strictly followed the Law, Writings and Prophets 

 Zealots – Rebels against Roman rule. More political than religious. 

 Herodians – Jews who were political sympathizers with the Romans. More political than religious.  

Discussion/Application   

Is this not very similar to the world today? How should our ministry reflect these conditions? Does this give us hope 

for the future? 

The Scriptures (OT and NT) 
 

OT – Christians adopted the same canon as was used by the Jews (Law, Writings and Prophets) 

NT – Christians recognized those books written by the Apostles, used by the Church, and consistent with recognized 

Scripture. 

Discussion/Application   

The Scriptures were not chosen by any group of men but recognized by many groups as having come from God. We 

can trust them. 

Understanding the NT 
 

The human authors of the Bible did not write to us. Paul and Luke did not know that three millennia after them 

people would be sitting in room studying their words. They and all of the Bible authors wrote for their 

contemporaries, just as we do.  

They wrote so that they could be understood by their listeners and readers 

 Language – Hebrew, Aramaic, and later Greek 

 Culture – Sumerian/Babylonian, Egyptian, Canaanite, Hebrew, Anatolian, and later Greek and Roman 

 Time – Vast technological differences from the modern day. 

 Geography – The Middle East, Persia, North Africa and Eastern Europe 

God wrote the Bible with us in mind, and with the original readers in mind, but the human authors did not. It is as if 

we are standing behind Moses as he addressed the people of Israel at Mount Sinai.  God knows that we are there, 

but the others did not.  



How to interpret passages in the Bible – Many dedicated Christians say that they believe the Bible literally. This 

sounds good, but some passages are not meant to be taken literally, such as when John wrote that he saw Jesus 

holding seven stars in His hand and having a two edged sword coming out of His mouth (Revelation 1:16). When 

skeptics hear that we take these literally, they mock our Christian faith. 

The right way to interpret each passage is as the author intended it to be interpreted. For much of the Bible and the 

New Testament, that is literal. When Matthew wrote that Jesus took a fishing boat across the Sea of Galilee, he 

went exactly that. Other times the author used a metaphor to describe what he saw, as John did in the Revelation 

passage.  

We need to consider five things to appropriately interpret the Bible: 

Kind of 
Literature 

 Context  Historical 
Situation 

 Grammatical 
Meaning 

 Personal Spiritual 
Condition 

 

Discussion/Application   

How do we as individuals interpret the Bible? Are we using the rigor that we should? 

Took   

Between the 
Testaments 

Helping Christians Understand the New 
Testament 

The First Century World 

The Scriptures 
(OT and NT) 

Understanding the NT 

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Additional Reading – MDHarrisMD.com 

 

  



26 Jan 2014 – BBC – Nate Mitchell 

Prayer requests, prayer for class, Holy Spirit to reveal truth as we read scripture, conviction and repentance when 
sin is revealed. 
 
Review previous lessons--some of the differences between the Old and New Testaments 
 
- Old Testament covers thousands of years, New Testament covers less than 100 years 
 
- Old Testament looks forward to the Messiah, New Testament looks back on the Messiah’s sacrifice 
 
The Gospels cover a period from 6 to 29 AD; mention this because of the focus of today’s lesson on Matthew 
 
Rome ruled the New Testament world; approximately 4M Jews lived in the Roman Empire and 700K lived in 
Palestine. 
 
Learned a little about Jewish life, the classes of society and how Rome allowed the Jews to handle many of their 
legal matters with the Sanhedrin 
 
Then you reviewed some of the history of the New Testament and how different books were accepted into the 
“canon” 
 
Anyone remember the definition of “canon”? The term canon originally referred to a measuring rod and later came 
to refer to the books that fit the measuring rod or standard of the beliefs and practices of the early church 
 
What were the main criteria for a book to be canonical?  Was there apostolic association? Written by an apostle 
like Paul or John, or an associate of an apostle like Mark or Luke 
Was there apostolic doctrine?  Did teachings agree with doctrine? 
Was the writing morally edifying and accepted?  Did the writing strengthen the character of the reader and was 
there widespread agreement on its content? 
 
When did the “canon” become official?  397, church council in Carthage agreed to the 27 books in the New 
Testament as authoritative. 
 
And last week’s lesson offered five helpful principles for interpreting scripture: 
1. Interpret the Bible literally 
2. Interpret Scripture in light of its setting (Paul writing “rejoice in the Lord always from a prison cell) 
3. Accept the limits of God’s revelation (not every question has a proof text answer) 
4. Distinguish interpretation from application 
5. Interpret difficult texts with help from clearer texts 
 
With that, let’s move into the study of the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
My intent is to provide some textual and historical criticism--but not criticism in a negative sense.  Rather, learn 
more deeply about the books based on deeper study. 
 
So as we review today’s lesson, I’ll rely heavily on the book “New Testament Survey” written by Merrill Tenney and 
the study guide. 
 



Although Matthew is the first book in the New Testament, it’s not believed to be the first gospel book written (Mark 
is believed to be the first). 
 
However, its content, and arrangement make it a favorite among many Christians. 
 
The author is traditionally believed to be Matthew (Levi), a tax collector that Jesus called to be one of His disciples.   
 
Little is known about Matthew other than his name and occupation, and after the listing of his name among the 
apostles in the book of Acts, he disappears from the history of the church 
 
The book doesn’t clearly state Matthew is the author, but early church historians who discuss authorship attribute 
the book to Matthew. 
 
Papias (first century) is quoted as saying Matthew wrote down the sayings of Jesus, and everyone translated them 
to the best of their ability 
 
Irenaeus stated “Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect…” 
 
These early statements affirming Matthew’s authorship are further strengthened by some other considerations.  
First, since Matthew was relatively obscure, there’s little reason to make him the author of a counterfeit work. 
 
Second, the content and layout agree with the known character of Matthew; as a tax collector he was likely literate 
and accustomed to taking notes for his business, and Matthew records Jesus paying the temple tax and the 
exchange on paying taxes to Caesar. 
 
The date of the writing is believed to have been between 50 and 70 AD.  It’s doubtful the book was written after 70 
AD since the prophecy dealing with the fall of Jerusalem contains no reference to the city’s actual overthrow in that 
year. 
 
Matthew is constructed around a double outline; the first is biographical and the second is his ministerial career.  
First four chapters are biographical 
 
Matthew 4:17 indicates the start of His preaching ministry.  This continues until Matthew 16:21 with the decline of 
His popularity and eventual death on the cross. 
 
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus’ claims as Messiah and His theological teachings are clearly presented, and Jesus’ 
miracles are emphasized as well. 
If you turn to the first chapter of Matthew, you’ll notice Jesus’ lineage is provided through Joseph.  Now Joseph isn’t 
Jesus’ birth father, but Jews would want to know Jesus’ genealogy since legal rights are passed from the father to 
the child. 
 
Matthew doesn’t provide a father-to-father breakdown, but rather a line of descent to confirm Jesus’ linkage to 
David and Abraham. 
 
Matthew also confirms the virgin birth and the circumstances around Joseph discovering Mary’s pregnancy, the visit 
of the angel and Joseph’s response in obedience.   
 
And for those of you who may be from a tradition that believes Mary remained a virgin, Matthew 1:25 would appear 
to contradict that teaching:  “But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son…”   
 



Also, Matthew 13 records early skepticism about Jesus and other family members:  Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, 
and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? 
 
Chapter four records Satan tempting Jesus and Jesus’ reply--it’s instructive that Jesus quoted scripture to reply to 
Satan’s challenges. 
 
Now like other lessons I’ve had the pleasure to lead, we won’t try to cover all aspects of the book; your study during 
the week will expose you to the miracles and parables and other key parts of Matthew 
 
I’d like us to spend some time in the Sermon on the Mount because so much of the Christian ethic is clearly taught 
in this passage. 
 
In these verses, we see Jesus portrayed like Moses; on a mountain, transmitting a word from God.  What’s new is 
Jesus is God and Jesus is the fulfillment of the law. 
Jesus in his teachings brings out the deeper meanings and moral implications of the Ten Commandments for daily 
living. 
 
Turn to Matthew 5:17:  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Jesus is very clearly saying the law is still in effect, and unless you’re better behaved than the Pharisees, you won’t 
get into heaven. 
 
Who were the Pharisees?  Did Jesus find himself in agreement with the Pharisees?  We see how hopeless we are 
trying to follow the law to earn God’s favor. 
 
Turn to Matthew 5:21.  Let’s take a look at the “You have heard” statements. 
 
Read 21-24.  Discuss implications. 
 
Read 27-30.  Discuss implications.  Speaking to men--no reason outside of infidelity for divorce. 
 
Read 33-37.  Discuss implications.  People were committing to agreements but not honoring them if they hadn’t 
made it to God. 
 
Read 38-42.  Discuss implications. 
 
Read 43-48.  Discuss implications.  Re-read verse 48.  Do any of us succeed? 
 
Compare to verse 20 of chapter five.  We’re hopeless! 
Romans 3:21:  But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 



02 Feb 2014 - The Fast and the Furious (The Gospel According to Mark) – Tony Reynoso 

"Follow a Rabbi, drink in his words, and be covered with the dust of his feet," - Ancient Jewish proverb. 

“It was reserved for Christianity to present to the world an ideal character, which through all the changes of eighteen centuries 

has inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned love, has shown itself capable of acting on all ages, nations, 

temperaments, and conditions, has been not only the highest pattern of virtue but the strongest incentive to its practice, and 

has exercised so deep an influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of three short years of active life has done 

more to regenerate and to soften mankind than all the disquisitions of philosophers and all the exhortations of moralists.” – 

(Lecky, n.d., p. 9) (Agnostic) 

Main Point – The gospel, particularly this gospel is a gospel with a call to action!  Jesus moved with a purpose in His life 

ministry and so should we! 

Note of Encouragement:  The Gospel is not just an evangelical tool to win the lost to Christ but to encourage us as believers.  

Mark most likely wrote this gospel to those Christians being persecuted in Rome. 

Background: 

The Gospel of Mark is related to us from one who learned it from the Apostle Peter.  It is the shortest of the four gospels.  

Scholars believe that this gospel was written for gentile Christians given the detail in which the writer explains specifically 

Jewish customs (cleansing of hands and utensils Mark 7:3-4; explanation of the Sadducees 12:18) and the fact that he 

translates several Aramaic expressions for his Greek speaking audience (Mark Little Girl get up! 5:41; Corban, Be opened - 

7:11,34; Golgotha 15:22)  Mark also records several interactions with what appears to be gentiles 5:1-20 (what Jewish 

community would have a herd of pigs!); 7:24 – 8:10 (the Syro-Phoenician Woman and the people of the Decapolis) 

Most scholars believe that the Gospel of Mark was the first gospel written with dates ranging anywhere from 50 – 65 AD.  This 

would place the writing of this gospel at a time when there would still be many alive who witnessed Christ’s ministry.  In terms 

of their reliability the New Testament in general has more evidence for its reliability than any other book of antiquity.  

Additionally, compared to other books that are considered “beyond dispute” we have copies of the early church fathers 

quoting the gospels within 60 years of Christ’s crucifixion. Ignatius (67? – 103 AD) who was taught by the Apostle John quotes 

Matthew in his letter to the Ephesian church and quotes Luke, Acts, Romans, I Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, and I 

Thessalonians in other writings that we have. (Davis, 2010) 

As discussed in previous lessons, it is generally believed that the crucifixion of Christ took place at approximately 30 AD.  

Thanks to the Historian Luke and his dating of John the Baptist’s ministry in “the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar” (Luke 3:1) 

we know that Jesus’ ministry began in 27 AD.  (Bruce, 1981, p. 6)  

In comparing this Gospel with the other two synoptic gospels, we can see that Matthew has approximately 500 of its 1068 

verses appear in Mark.  Additionally 350 of the 1149 verses in Luke also come from Mark.  Note here that Mark only has 661 

verses! (Bruce, 1981, p. 29)  If you are interested in any further study of the reliability of the Gospels in particular or the New 

Testament in general, please take the time to read F.F. Bruce’s book cited in the bibliography. 

Theme: 

The reason I chose the “Fast and Furious” theme for this lesson is because of the brisk pace of this gospel. If you love a fast 

paced novel, you will love to read this gospel.  Jesus is constantly on the move in this Bible and the use of the word 

“immediately” is found often in this gospel.  This gospel focuses much more on the actions that Jesus takes more than the 

words (the Sermon on the Mount is not recorded in this gospel). 

1. Jesus as the promised Messiah (the Christ) – 1:9-11, 24; 8:22-26*; 8:29-30  *NOTE: The healing of the deaf and blind 

are miracles not seen in the Old Testament and is a clear indication of Christ as the Messiah (Isaiah 35:4-6).  Remember 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A3-4&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A18&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A41&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A11%2C34&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A22&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A1-20&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A24+-+8%3A10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:1&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-11%2C+24&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-26&version=NIV
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when John the Baptist in his moment of crisis sent his followers to ask if Jesus was the Messiah?  What was Christ’s 

response? (Matthew 11:2-6) No wonder soon after the healing of the blind man Christ’s disciples declare Him as 

Messiah! 

2. Jesus as the Son of Man –  

a. Compassion – Mark 1:41 

b. Anger – 3:5 

c. Frustration – 8:17  

d. Mercy – 14:6 

e. Sorrow – 14:33 

f. Tired – 4:38 

g. Family Ties – 6:3-6 

h.  

3. Jesus as God (Mark 15:39) 

a. Power over creation 

i. The natural elements (over the storm  Mark 4:37-41, walking on water Mark 6:48 -51,  withering the 

fig tree; Mark 11:12-14) 

ii. The body (Simon Peter’s mother-in-law, Mark 1:29-31, the woman with bleeding Mark 5:25-29, and 

the deaf mute Mark 7:31-37, the blind man Mark 8:22-26) 

iii. The spiritual (Mark 1:23-27,  

b. Power over sin – (healing of the paralyzed man 2:8-12) 

c. Power over death – (Jairus's daughter from the dead 5:35-42; His Resurrection! 16:5-8) 

 

Things to think about: 

Remember this – The gospel is for us as believers!  It is meant to encourage and strengthen us as the body of Christ (the 

Church).  We often think of it only as a message to give those who are lost, which indeed it is, but that is not the only purpose 

of the gospel!  It is to build us up as a body, to change us and the world around us (remember the two quotes at the 

beginning). 

More than any other gospel Mark makes reference to Christ calling Himself the Son of Man.  Why do you think that is the case?   

If you often ask yourself the question “What would Jesus do?”  Mark’s gospel is certainly one to which we can refer.  

Remembering as we covered that Mark record’s Christ’s actions more than his words; how should this effect our walk in Him? 

Throughout the gospel of Mark, Jesus seems to continually want to suppress the knowledge that He is the Messiah.  Why? (c.f. 

Mark 1:34, 7:36, 8:29-30) 
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16 Feb 2014 – BBC Lession – Nate Mitchell 

All of the lessons I’ve had the pleasure of being a part of with this class have been very good. 
 
But sometimes, there’s a lesson that comes along that you know going into the preparation will be great.  I believe 
this is one of those lessons. 
 
As this class has progressed through the Bible, we’ve learned the Bible is the grand narrative of God revealing 
himself to men and women throughout history.  Among God’s instruments, he used a burning bush, a talking 
donkey, a stuttering spokesman and various prophets. 
 
However, the apex of God’s revelation to the world was though Jesus Christ--the fully God and fully man Son of God. 
 
The gospels of the New Testament capture Jesus’ earthly ministry and communicate Jesus’ teachings and 
commandments.   
 
All of the gospels testify to Jesus’ characteristics, but one of them, John’s gospel, and our focus area for this week’s 
lesson, stands unique among the four gospel books due to its focus.   
 
Although it deals with the same broad sequence of events found in the other gospels, it’s different in structure and 
style. 
 
There are no parables and only seven miracles recorded in the book.  Jesus’ teachings, according to one 
commentator, are more concerned with his person (who he is) rather than the ethical teachings of the kingdom. 
 
If we wanted to identify a memory verse for this week, I’d suggest John 20:31 because it illuminates John’s intent for 
writing this gospel: “but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.” 
 
If you remember our lesson on Matthew, you’ll recall we did a little textual criticism of the book and we’ll do the 
same today in John. 
 
Merrill Tenney, the author of the book I use to help provide historical context for the New Testament writes the 
truthfulness of John’s gospel has often been questioned. 
 
Because many of the events John records are not in the synoptic gospels, some people doubt John’s authenticity.  In 
the case of the Jesus Seminar, much of John is considered unreliable. 
 
Here’s a counter-argument--John’s intent for his writing is to increase the believer’s knowledge of Jesus and His 
divinity as the early church was growing.   
 
Consequently, he selected experiences that support this goal.  Just because these accounts are not included in the 
other gospels does not make them unreliable. 
 
The authorship is traditionally assigned to John, one of the “inner circle” disciples of Jesus.  Looking at internal clues, 
we know the author was familiar with the area around Jerusalem, was familiar with Jewish tradition, understood 
Jewish antagonism toward Samaritans. 
 
The author was also an eyewitness to the events he recorded, as evidenced at the beginning and end of the book:  
John 1:14 and 19:35.  John 21 identifies the writer as the “disciple who Jesus loved”; 21:20, 21:24. 



 
Many other disciples are mentioned by name--Peter, Thomas, Philip--makes them unlikely to be the author.  James 
was executed early in the history of the church, so not likely him. 
 
John, the Son of Zebedee is the most likely author.  Although he doesn’t name himself, he took for granted those 
that would read his account would know him and accept his authority on the matters he wrote on. 
 
The date of the book is estimated between 40 and 140 AD, with many scholars figuring the writing to have been 
around 85 or 90 AD. 
 
And to remind all of us, John’s intent for his gospel was to communicate that the believer in Christ could have life in 
Jesus name.  As a result, the author chose episodes that represent the character and progress of the revelation of 
God in Christ. 
 
John called the miracles in his book “miraculous signs”, maybe to stress the physical miracles pointed to spiritual 
truths and ultimately to God. 
 
The miracles in John’s gospel are Jesus turning water to wine, healing an official’s son, healing a paralyzed man, 
feeding the 5,000, walking on water, healing the man who was born blind and raising Lazarus from the dead. 
 
There are also seven “I am” statements from Jesus the author records for us.  These statements are divine claims of 
Christ. Explain meaning 
 
I am the bread of life--6:35 (satisfaction of spiritual hunger) 
I am the light of the world--8:12 (spiritual enlightenment) 
I am the gate for the sheep--10:7 (salvation/security/fellowship) 
I am the good shepherd--10:11 (guide and protector) 
I am the resurrection and the life--11:25 (hope over death) 
I am the way, the truth and the life--14:6 (way to God the Father) 
I am the vine--15:1 (source of vitality and productivity) 
 
Now, we’ll look at a couple of passages more in depth; the first one is John’s prologue; read John 1:1-14. 
 
John’s prologue begins by using the term “Word” to introduce the person of Christ. 
 
This term is different from ones used in previous gospels because it doesn’t have linkages to any specific religious 
background. 
 
Christ is Jewish, Lord is for the Gentiles, Jesus is His birth name. 
 
Word, or logos from the Greek is philosophical and John uses this term intentionally to make the subject of this 
gospel universal.   
 
Philosophers talked about “logos” as a non-personal power source, some non-personal energy entity.  This non-
personal entity was considered to be the source of what was seen. 
 
John comes along and says, “Let me introduce you to the fact that the logos is not an impersonal force; the logos is a 
person; a personal God who came into the world in the man Jesus--not just a concept but a person.” 
 
He wasn’t born into existence when He was born as a baby to Mary; He, like God, always existed. This is a key 
differentiator among different religions. 



He didn’t sit around waiting for God to use Him. He, with God, was the creator of all things (Colossians 1:15-17): The 
Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

Jesus was rejected by the people who had entered into a relationship with His Father.  
 
For centuries, prophets had been predicting that blessings to the entire world would come through the Jews, but 
Jesus was rejected by those very people.  But to those that did believe, they became “children of God.” 
 
What does it mean to receive Jesus? (The original Greek word can mean “to learn.”) In what ways have you 
received Jesus? In what ways have you chosen to not receive Him? 
 
These verses confirm our lack of involvement in our salvation; take another look at verses 12 and 13. 
 
According to verse 14, we know He is God because we see God’s glory in Him, and Paul confirms this in Philippians 
2:5-11: 
 
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
 
6 Who, being in very nature of God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
When a message isn’t important, how do you send it?  If it’s critically important, how do you communicate your 
message?  With those answers in mind, can you explain why Jesus ‘became flesh’?   
 
Again, all of these statements and examples point to Jesus’ unique character as fully God and fully man. 
 
C.S. Lewis:  I am trying to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m 
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’  That is the one thing we 
must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher.  He would either be a lunatic—on a level with a man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be 
the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was and is the son of God:  or else a madman or 
something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great moral 
teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to. 
 
1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 
 
Why does John the Baptist (verse 29) call Jesus “the lamb of God?” 
   



I really enjoy the show American Restoration.  One reason is for the shop--it’s a dudes’ dream.  But there’s also the 
work that goes on.  
 
People show up with something in a box, in pieces, and it hasn’t worked for years; Rick and his crew do incredible 
work, they remove old paint, pound out dents, restore broken parts and ultimately do a big reveal. 
 
In a much greater sense, when John the Baptist says “behold the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world,” 
Jesus restores us. 
 
We come to Christ broken by sin, in a box, unable to fix ourselves.  At the cross, Jesus removes our sins, gives us His 
righteousness and restores us for the final “reveal” with God and the saints in glory. 
 
 
Read longer passage from 9:1-38.  Often we wonder how to share Christ with others.  This passage gives a good 
example to simply explain what Jesus has done for us. 
 
Also, listen to the progression of understanding in the man who was healed and how his knowledge of Jesus 
develops. 
 
As you go through the lessons this week, a couple of things to help frame your studies--Jesus’ public ministry ends at 
the end of chapter 12.  The rest of the book covers the last supper, the trial, crucifixion and resurrection.   
 
Recommend you read the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus in John 17; Don accurately calls this some of the holiest 
scripture in the entire Bible.  17:5 is the theological climax of John’s gospel. 
 
Wrap It Up 
 
Jay would always have these pithy statements in messages; one was I want to Know Him, Show Him and Grow in 
him.   
 
And we grow in him by intentional action and deliberate study; growing in Christ isn’t accidental. 
 
Another one of his tools was an acrostic for faith--forsaking all, I trust Him.  When Jesus says “follow me” we 
respond in faith--forsaking all, I trust Him. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 

  



23 Feb 2014 – The Birth of the Church - MDH 

Hook – The last act of Jesus was: 

1. To give His final instructions to His people.  

2. To assure His followers of His ultimate power and His continual presence 

3. To send the Spirit, the ultimate guarantor of their success 

The Book of Acts is the story of how God accomplished His purpose in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

The Great Commission The Birth of the 

Church  

Pentecost and the Early Church in Jerusalem 

The Gospel to Samaria The Gospel to the Gentiles 

The Salvation of Paul  

 

Book – Acts 1-12 

Man (Adam) - World - Man (Abraham) - People (Israel) - World - Man (Jesus) - People (Church) - World 

Acts of the Apostles is the story of the last act in this play, when the followers of Jesus began to reach the world. 

The half century between 20 AD and 70 AD is the most important and exciting time in human history 

Luke the Gentile physician wrote the books of Luke and Acts. Both written to Theophilus (lover of God), possibly a 

high ranking Roman official, possibly someone else or possibly a literary device. Similar Greek used in Luke and Acts, 

and Luke was a historian who interviewed the disciples. He was a companion of Paul so that he would know the 

events in Acts.  

Acts began with Jesus after the resurrection and ended with Paul on prison in Rome. Paul's trial in around AD 64 is 

not mentioned So Acts was probably written in AD 63, There were three main cities in the Roman empire - Rome, 

Alexandria, Antioch on the Orontes (as opposed to Psidian Antioch) 

http://mdharrismd.com/2011/12/19/daily-life-in-first-century-israel-and-the-roman-empire/  

Look  

The Great Commission (Acts 1) 

 

What is the purpose of religion? 

1. To explain universal things – Where did the universe come from? Why is there suffering and death? 

2. To order the lives of peoples – Who are we? How should we order our society? 

3. To order individual’s lives – Who am I? Why do I exist? What am I supposed to do, and how? 

http://mdharrismd.com/2011/12/19/daily-life-in-first-century-israel-and-the-roman-empire/


Before Christianity, religions were local, confined to one peoples and one set of circumstances. 

1. God of unique peoples – God of Israel (1 Kings 8:23), Gods of Egypt (Exodus 12:12), Gods of other nations (2 

Kings 18:33-35). 

2. God of unique places - God of the mountains but not of the plains (1 Kings 20:23). 

3. Worship God in specific ways – places (temples, synagogues, high places), customs (divination (Numbers 

22:7), singing and dancing, self-mutilation (1 Kings 18:26-28), child sacrifice (2 Kings 23:10)), national laws 

(the Torah, Hammurabi’s Code) and dietary practices (Eat pork or not, drink alcohol or not, etc.). 

4. Religions key instructions to their adherents  

a. Buddha’s last words - "Behold, O monks, this is my advice to you. All component things in the world 

are changeable. They are not lasting. Work hard to gain your own salvation." 

b. Mohammed – "May Allah curse the Jews and Christians for they built the places of worship at the 

graves of the prophets." Bukhari, Vol. 1, #427 

Jesus’ final command was universal, to proclaim salvation to all the world (Matthew 28:18-20). As a result, 

Christianity was universal, without any of these constraints found in contemporary religions. The birth of the church 

truly changed the world. Most of what we consider modern “enlightened” morality and ways of thinking came from 

our Western Judeo-Christian heritage, although we refuse to believe it. 

Discussion/Application   

Is the Great Commission the center of our lives? Do we see the uniqueness of Christianity and proclaim it? 

Pentecost and the Early Church in Jerusalem (Acts 2-7) 

 

Amazing power at the beginning of a new era, amazing growth, terrifying penalties for sin, and bloody opposition. 

Pentecost was 10 days after Jesus' ascension.  

The message of the earliest church was Christ resurrected. There was no other focus. No political agenda, no 

theological hobbyhorse, just Jesus.  

The early church had a social agenda,  

1. Caring for the poor, such as widows  

2. Churches assisting each other  

3. Disciples did not themselves do it. They dedicated themselves to the Gospel. 

Communal living was voluntary and limited in time and place. 

God granted miracles to convey legitimacy to the nascent church 

Threats of people, priests and princes made little impact on the messengers 



One commentator suggests that Stephens life was the price paid for Paul's soul. 

God used people movements 

1. Travelers to Jerusalem for Pentecost met Jesus and then returned home (Acts 2:9-11) 

2. Persecution also moved the church past Jerusalem and into the world (Acts 11:19) 

3. People who already knew Christ were prepared to receive their persecuted brothers. 

Attacks that Satan made on the early Church 

1. Direct threats of torture and imprisonment (Acts 4) 

2. Compromise and deceit (Acts 5) 

3. Taking the disciples focus off of the ministry of teaching and prayer (Acts 6) 

4. Direct threats of murder (Acts 7) 

5. Temptation to favor the rich and powerful (Acts 8) 

6. Temptation to let racial and other divisions block the spread of the gospel (Acts 10-11) 

Discussion/Application   

Do we let social gospels, political gospels, or theological disputes ruin our ministry, our unity, or even our lives? Do 

we often diverge from the message Jesus Christ, the Resurrected One? 

The Gospel to Samaria (Acts 8) 

 

God used persecution to spread His message. The Gospel cannot be bought - it is priceless. The Gospel is not limited 

to one people - it is for everyone.  

The Church was built on those considered unworthy in the world 

1. Conflict between races was a common problem in the early church (Acts 6:1,  15:5) 

2. Eunuchs were unable to participate in temple worship 

3. Not many wise, noble, etc., were in the early church (1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 

The gospel could not be bought, and the rich and powerful would receive no favoritism in this new faith (Acts 8:14-

24) 

The first disciple to be martyred was James (Acts 12). This proved that even the most renown would have to pay 

with their blood.  

Discussion/Application   

Do we value material things more than the gospel? Do we seek power in the gospel to accomplish our own 

purposes? Do we fail to see any power in the gospel? 



The Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10-12) 

 

The Law has been fulfilled in Jesus, and therefore following the Law of Moses is no longer required. Food restrictions 

are passed, and everything is permissible save that which defies God and makes others stumble.  

The first Gentile to be offered the gospel was a leading commander of the Hayes Roman Army. If Peter had any 

opportunity to show personal prejudice, to be like Jonah, this was it. Notice that Peter was sent from Joppa (Acts 

9:42-43), the same place Jonah left from (Jonah 1:3) 

1. Located in the Roman capital of Palestine, residence of the governor and headquarters of the province 

2. May have been a leader of the governor's personal bodyguard 

3. In a position of power to advance Roman goals, and to advance the gospel 

Discussion/Application   

Are there peoples that we do not wish to see in heaven? Are there other groups that we rejoice in their lostness? Do 

we favor one group of people over another in the Church?  

The Salvation of Paul (Acts 9, 11b) 

 

This expert in Old Judaism was prepared by God from birth to achieve the synthesis of OT truth with Gospel truth. 

He was the one to tie the eras together, developing the fundamental tenets of the Christian faith.  

Discussion/Application   

Are we preparing ourselves constantly to be used of the Lord? Are we willing to say yes when He says “Go”? Have 

we proved our willingness with action? 

Took – 

The Great Commission The Birth of the 

Church  

Pentecost and the Early Church in 

Jerusalem 

The Gospel to Samaria The Gospel to the Gentiles 

The Salvation of Paul  

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Additional Reading – MDHarrisMD.com 

Closing Prayer 

 



6 April 2014 – BBC - Nate Mitchell 

Welcome, prayer requests 

I hope you all enjoyed the lesson series on Legacy; it was a good time in our church’s circumstances to think and 

meditate on this subject. 

As I understand FBCA’s history, our average attendance today is similar to what it was in the peak times of 1950s.  

People from all over are moving to this area and local neighborhoods and our church needs to be ready to minister 

and share the Gospel for these once in a generation opportunities. 

And as we return to our normally scheduled programming, I can’t think of a better place to pick back up--the book 

of Acts. 

In this book we see explosive growth and challenges in the early church on matters of doctrine and practical 

matters--perfectly timed for where we are as a church as well. 

So to briefly recap the last lesson you had on Acts, let’s hit a couple of points…read page 231 of Tenney. 

The first verse of Acts tells us this book is a follow-on account to Luke’s gospel. 

There are multiple ways to outline the book; according to geography--starting in Jerusalem, then moving into areas 

in modern day Syria, Turkey, Greece and eventually to Rome. 

Your study guide points out another construct for Acts--the progress of the Gospel among the Jews (chapters 1-12) 

and the progress of the Gospel among the Gentiles (12 on). 

You can also see an outline based on characters in the book; the early chapters center on Peter, then Stephen, the 

middle chapters introduce other characters and then Paul is the dominant figure for the last half of the book. 

And as you progress through this week’s lesson, you’ll center on Paul’s missionary journeys. 

Our lesson opens in chapter nine with Paul’s well-known conversion experience.  Paul’s on his way to Damascus to 

persecute and prosecute Jews that believe in Jesus when Jesus intersects the path. 

Read Acts 9:1-19:  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 

to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who 

belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  As he neared 

Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you 

must do.” 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone.  Saul got up 

from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 

For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 



10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he 

is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy 

people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your 

name.” 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and 

their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—

Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He 

got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Jesus clearly tells us what Paul’s mission will be--take another look at verse 15.  Who will Paul primarily preach to? 

Our modern sensibilities might be puzzled at the racism we perceive in some of the early church history, but what 

becomes so clear is the universality of the Gospel--men, women, Jew, Gentile--all may receive the Gospel, and we 

should not call anyone impure or unclean because of race. 

"Blessed are you O God, King of the Universe, Who has not made me..." and conclude, respectively, "a goy 

[Gentile]…” 

We see evidence of resistance to Gentiles in chapter 15; read verses 1-11. 

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, 

according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp 

dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to 

Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they 

traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the 

believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and 

elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them. 

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be 

circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 

6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: 

“Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips 

the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the 

Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts 

by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our 

ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just 

as they are.” 



James provides some guidelines for the Gentile believers, but clearly says there’s no requirement to become a Jew 

to be a Christian. 

Re-read 10 and 11. 

We can contextualize the gospel (what does that mean?) It’s communicating the gospel in a manner and with 

language where it would be clearly understood by the person who is hearing it.  

Muslim Background Believer example--someone shared the gospel with them.  Context of men, women, studying 

together, food we’d eat. 

As you share, remove any barriers that would cause someone to shut you down before you even tell the gospel 

story.  

What words, actions, or attitudes would be a turn-off and would prevent someone from even wanting to hear 

what you have to say?  

How could you remove these obstacles to the gospel without minimizing the gospel itself? 

The follower of Christ must BPT exhibit sacrificial self-denial, stringent self-discipline and single-minded devotion. 

Let’s take a look at one other scripture; Acts 17:16-21. Let me set some context for these verses. 

Paul is on his second of three missionary journeys.  Paul and Barnabas have split and Paul is travelling with Silas and 

Timothy and they’ve made stops in Macedonia, Phillipi, Thessalonica and Berea.  Now they’re in Athens and we pick 

up Luke’s account of the trip in Acts 17:16. 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was troubled within him when he saw that the city was full 

of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshiped God and in the 

marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Then also, some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers argued with him. Some said, “What is this pseudo-intellectual trying to say?” Others replied, “He 

seems to be a preacher of foreign deities”—because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the Resurrection. 

19 They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May we learn about this new teaching you’re 

speaking of? 20 For what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to know what these ideas mean.” 21 Now all 

the Athenians and the foreigners residing there spent their time on nothing else but telling or hearing something 

new.  

Athens was a powerful city-state in classical times, considered to be the cradle of western civilization and birthplace 

of democracy.  Athens was a center for arts, learning and philosophy.  Two philosophical groups, the Epicureans and 

Stoics were mentioned specifically in the verses we read. 

The Epicureans, felt the gods were distant and uninvolved in human affairs and believed that this life is all there is 

(no afterlife). The Epicurean mantra was “Enjoy life!”  The pursuit of pleasure/avoidance of pain was paramount.  

The Stoics, on the other hand, were pantheists. The highest human calling was to live by reason, the divine principle 

within them, with a focus on self-control, personal discipline, and endurance. The Stoics’ mantra was “Endure life!” 

Are these two competing philosophies still prevalent today? Hedonists and humanists.  Where do you see them? 

How did the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers respond to Paul?  



Was it clear to them that he was proclaiming something entirely different than what they were used to hearing?  

What lesson does this truth hold for us today? (As soon as Paul began teaching about Jesus and the Resurrection, 

the philosophers of the day knew that this was not what they were accustomed to hearing. In the same way, our 

message and dialogue has to be distinctively Christian. Otherwise, what we have to say isn’t worth listening to.)  

22 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that you are extremely religious 

in every respect. 23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on 

which was inscribed:  

 TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. 

Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 

Paul was a man of courage. He stood before hundreds of men he did not know and called them out for their 

ignorance. He certainly got their attention.  

He acknowledged they were a religious people. But being religious is nothing if one doesn’t know Christ. He 

established a point of contact (the altar to the unknown god) and then spoke the truth to these people in love. He 

passionately persuaded them of the Truth—Jesus.  

What is the difference in being religious and being an active and devoted follower of Christ? 

What would the result be if we condemned the others to whom we were sharing and then shoved the gospel 

down their throats? 

From where does the courage to share Christ come? How can we get this courage? 

Many different beliefs and thoughts exist in our world today. Many people are confused and mistaken, thinking they 

are following truth. We must get to know people and what they believe. Then, we will be able to share the gospel in 

a language and way they will understand and comprehend.  

Acts 17:24-31. 

24 The God who made the world and everything in it—He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines 

made by hands. 25 Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives 

everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From one man He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth 

and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 He did this so they might seek 

God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 28 For in Him we live 

and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Being God’s 

offspring then, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human 

art and imagination. 

30 “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 

because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has appointed. He has 

provided proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead.” 

What would you say about Christ to someone who does not know Him? 

How can you be prepared and ready to share? 



What does repentance require? Why is it necessary? 

How can making the story personal by sharing what God has done for and in you help someone who is struggling 

with rather to follow Christ or not? 

John 9; Jesus heals the man born blind.  He never went to seminary, didn’t go to Sunday School his whole life, didn’t 

take a 12 week class on evangelism…he just stated what Jesus did for him--“one thing I know is I was blind, but now 

I see.” 

According to verses 31-34, the response of the men of Athens to Paul was a bit of a mixed bag. There were some 

who believed, some who ridiculed him, and some who wanted to hear more about Jesus.  

Every encounter won’t be like a Billy Graham crusade…Paul didn’t experience success in every evangelistic 

opportunity. 

Are you responsible for the message or the response? We may not always see the desired results of sharing the 

gospel, but we must share! 

 

  



27 April 2014 - Romans and Corinthians - MDH 

Hook –  

Romans Outline 

1. God’s plan of salvation (1-8) 

a. All have sinned (1-3) 

b. Redemption plan (3-5) 

c. Redemption power (6-8) 

2. God’s plan for Israel and the 

Gentiles (9-11) 

3. God’s plan for Christian living (12-

15) 

4. Personal notes and greetings (16) 

Knowing Paul’s 

Letters to Rome 

and Corinth  

1 Corinthians Outline 

1. Paul deals with problems in the church  

a. Division (1-4) 

b. Immorality (5-6) 

2. Paul answers questions in the church (7-

16) 

2 Corinthians Outline 

1. Paul explains his actions (1-2) 

2. Paul extols his ministry (2-7) 

3. Paul appeals for generosity (8-9) 

4. Paul defends his authority (10-13) 

 

Book – Romans was written about 57 AD. 1 Corinthians was written about 54 AD. 2 Corinthians was written about 

56 AD.  

Look  

Romans Outline 

 

Theme of Romans – Romans 1:16-17 

God’s plan of salvation 

Process of sin (chapter 1) 

1. Man suppresses the truth (1:18-20) 

2. His mind becomes dark and confused (1:21-22) 

3. He gives up the best and the most beautiful for lesser things (1:23-25) 

4. Man’s conduct becomes wicked (1:26-32)  

Certainty of punishment (chapters 2-3) 

1. All have sinned and fallen short 



2. No one has a right to condemn others, for we all stand condemned 

3. The Jewish race is not exempt 

4. The Jews have an advantage because the Law came through them, but it is no advantage to the individual who 

fails to keep the Law. 

5. Gentiles are included in God’s salvation 

Redemption plan (3-5) 

1. Jesus Christ is at the center of God’s plan 

2. Jesus, the second Father of the Human Race, undid the work of Adam, the first Father of the Human Race. 

3. Works do not save, but believing in God, as was the case with Abraham, the Father of the Jews 

4. We deserved nothing but destruction, but in Jesus, God has provided the perfect way of salvation. 

Redemption Power (6-8) 

1. We are dead to sin, but alive in Christ. 

2. The Law convicts us of sin, but since we are dead to sin, we are freed from sin forever.  

3. There is no condemnation, no possibility of losing our salvation, and no fear of anything in this life.  

Israel and the Gentiles (9-11) 

1. God is the author of salvation 

2. Israel is the root, and they will eventually be saved. 

3. Gentiles have the opportunity now, but they must not despise the root. 

God’s Plan for Christian Living (12-15) 

1. Transformed into the mind of Christ 

2. Living the life of Christ by the Spirit of Christ and in the Body of Christ 

3. Relating to others, and to human authorities over us, in Christ. 

Personal notes 

Illustration  

Suppressing the truth and Certainty of Punishment – Attacks on the Discovery Institute 

The Discovery Institute is a non-profit public policy think tank based in Seattle, Washington, best known for its 

advocacy of the pseudoscience "intelligent design" (ID). Its "Teach the Controversy" campaign aims to teach 

creationist anti-evolution beliefs in United States public high school science courses alongside accepted scientific 

theories, positing a scientific controversy exists over these subjects.[2][3][4][5][6] 



Science (Google definition) - the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the systematic study of the 

structure and behavior of the physical and natural world through observation and experiment. 

If you define science as Google does, then there is no place in science for anything outside the physical and natural 

world, and any mention of Supreme Intelligence (God) is “pseudoscience” by definition. Naturalistic processes (such 

as Darwinian evolution) have failed to reasonably explain the universe, but having no alternative, the secular world 

desperately resists any question, however logical and well-intended, to its dogma.  

Unwilling to allow any dissent, they fail to critically investigate their own theories, and fail to advance scientifically. 

Further, the logical conclusion of a purely mechanistic world is that everything is a machine, man has no special 

value, and life has no ultimate meaning. Abortion, euthanasia, genocide, and hopelessness are the inevitable results. 

Thus “punishment” becomes the logical consequence of our actions. Man rejects God, the source of everything 

good and beautiful in the universe, and God accepts man’s rejection. In his arrogance, man removes himself from 

everything good and beautiful in the universe.   

 

Redemption Plan and Redemption Power 

If man is as morally bad as the Bible portrays him, then man cannot save himself; he cannot reform his nature to 

make it acceptable to a perfectly holy God. Salvation, then, must come from the outside, from God Himself.   

 

Discussion/Application   

If we suppress the truth, sin is the inevitable result. How are we suppressing the truth in our own lives? How are we 

actively resisting others who suppress the truth? How can we do it while maintaining Christian compassion for 

them? 

How could man save himself? Is there any work or combination of works that an individual could do to make his 

moral nature conform to God’s? 

1 Corinthians Outline 

 

Problems in the Church 

1. Division (1-4) – Follow the Savior or the Saved? Follow earthly wisdom or heavenly wisdom? 

2. Moral failings (5-6) – Incest, lawsuits, other forms of wickedness 

Answering Questions 

1. Marriage and singleness (7) 

2. Questionable activities (8) 

3. The minister’s reward (9)  

4. Temptations, conscience, and actions (10) 



5. Men and women (11) 

6. Spiritual gifts (12, 14) 

7. Love (13) 

8. The Resurrection (15) 

9. Giving 

Illustration  

Division and Moral Failings in the Church 

Teen Mania, an organization founded by Ron and Katie Luce in 1986 to reach teens for Christ, has run into financial 

and organizational difficulties, partly because of the misuse of funds and abuse of power.  

Steven Furtick, pastor of Elevation Church in Charlotte, NC, has come under increasing scrutiny for mismanagement 

of money and other offenses. 

 

Discussion/Application   

What are the divisions and moral failings in our church? In our homes? In our lives? How do our sins affect others? 

Which others?  

2 Corinthians Outline 

 

Paul’s actions and his sufferings (1-2) 

Paul’s ministry – the fruit of their work (2-7) 

Paul’s appeals to generosity – the famine, and taking up the offering for the church in Jerusalem (8-9) 

Paul’s self-defense - accusations of wicked people caused Paul to have to defend himself (10-13). 

Discussion/Application   

Should they tell others about their actions and sufferings? About the fruit of their work? Should Christian leaders 

defend their ministries? How and why? 

  



Took – 

Romans Outline 

5. God’s plan of salvation (1-8) 

a. All have sinned (1-3) 

b. Redemption plan (3-5) 

c. Redemption power (6-8) 

6. God’s plan for Israel and the 

Gentiles (9-11) 

7. God’s plan for Christian living (12-

15) 

8. Personal notes and greetings (16) 

Knowing Paul’s 

Letters to Rome 

and Corinth  

1 Corinthians Outline 

3. Paul deals with problems in the church  

a. Division (1-4) 

b. Immorality (5-6) 

4. Paul answers questions in the church (7-

16) 

2 Corinthians Outline 

5. Paul explains his actions (1-2) 

6. Paul extols his ministry (2-7) 

7. Paul appeals for generosity (8-9) 

8. Paul defends his authority (10-13) 

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Additional Reading – MDHarrisMD.com 

Closing Prayer  

 

 

 

  



04 May 2014 – BBC – Nate Mitchell 

Welcome, prayer requests 

We’ve progressed through the Gospels where the full revelation of God in Christ is present on earth; studied Jesus’ 

teachings and declarations. 

Progressed through the book of Acts; witnessed how the church grew from a few dozen followers to around 5,000 in 

chapter four. 

We’ve studied Paul’s masterful theological treatise in Romans; next to Jesus, there’s probably no one more 

important to the Christian faith. 

You progressed through some of the general epistles, and this week we’ll review Galatians and Ephesians. 

Tenney writes “Galatians was written by a champion of freedom who saw that neither Gentiles nor Jews could be 

delivered from their sins by self-effort in keeping a set of ethical principles.”  

Tenney quotes other scholars and states, Galatians has been called the “Magna Charta of spiritual emancipation” 

because it declared that “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us…that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” (Gal 3:13-14). 

In Ephesians, Tenney writes, “Much of the material can be duplicated in [Paul’s] other epistles and there is little 

theology or ethics in Ephesians that cannot be found elsewhere.  The total complex, however, is integrated into a 

new picture of the church as a single functioning body, created out of Jew and Gentile…Its goal is unity of the 

faith…the knowledge of the Son of God…the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (4:13) 

I think the following passage from chapter two Ephesians cements this idea of unity:   

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call 

themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you 

were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 

without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 

hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 

himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 

through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far 

away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members 

of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in 

him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

So with that backdrop for today’s lesson, let’s push into the books we’ll study today. 



When Emma and I lived in Korea, knock-offs of famous brands were all over the place.  But not all fakes were equal.  

There were “fake fakes” and “real fakes,” to the point that you couldn’t tell the difference from a fake one and a real 

one unless you looked closely and knew what to look for. 

Similarly, there are “fake gospels” all around us as well.  If this is the case, how well do you know the true gospel 

message? Would you be able to recognize a distortion of the true gospel?  

In a world where fake looks more real all the time, how can we equip ourselves to know the difference between 

God’s truth and human philosophies? 

Let’s read I Corinthians 15:3-4:  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures 

The message we proclaim of Jesus dying for our sins and the grace of God alone that saves us is of “first importance” 

and is the most critical part of Christianity...we cannot miss this. 

If we get this wrong, we will lead people away from Christ with grave consequences.   

What are some of the other messages we hear in churches today? Prosperity?  Encouragement? 

What should our reaction be to other messages? 

Read Galatians 1:6-9:  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of 

Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 

into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 

gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I 

say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

This is Paul’s reaction to the Judaizers, or people within the church insisting the Jewish law had to be followed if the 

believers were going to be perfect before God.  Listen to the following from Al Mohler on moralism: 

...Indeed, one of the most insidious false gospels is a moralism that promises the favor of God and the satisfaction of 

God’s righteousness to sinners if they will only behave and commit themselves to moral improvement. 

The moralist impulse in the church reduces the Bible to a codebook for human behavior and substitutes moral 

instruction for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Far too many evangelical pulpits are given over to moralistic messages 

rather than the preaching of the Gospel. 

The corrective to moralism comes directly from the Apostle Paul when he insists that “a man is not justified by the 

works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus.” Salvation comes to those who are “justified by faith in Christ and 

not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” [Gal. 2:16] 

We sin against Christ and we misrepresent the Gospel when we suggest to sinners that what God demands of them 

is moral improvement in accordance with the Law. Moralism makes sense to sinners, for it is but an expansion of 

what we have been taught from our earliest days. But moralism is not the Gospel, and it will not save. The only 

gospel that saves is the Gospel of Christ. As Paul reminded the Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time came, 

God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the 

Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” [Gal. 4:4-5] 



We are justified by faith alone, saved by grace alone, and redeemed from our sin by Christ alone. Moralism 

produces sinners who are (potentially) better behaved. The Gospel of Christ transforms sinners into the adopted 

sons and daughters of God. 

The Church must never evade, accommodate, revise, or hide the law of God. Indeed, it is the Law that shows us our 

sin and makes clear our inadequacy and our total lack of righteousness. The Law cannot impart life but, as Paul 

insists, it “has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.” [Gal. 3:24] 

The deadly danger of moralism has been a constant temptation to the church and an ever-convenient substitute for 

the Gospel. Clearly, millions of our neighbors believe that moralism is our message. Nothing less than the boldest 

preaching of the Gospel will suffice to correct this impression and to lead sinners to salvation in Christ. 

Hell will be highly populated with those who were “raised right.” The citizens of heaven will be those who, by the 

sheer grace and mercy of God, are there solely because of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

Moralism is not the gospel. 

And as we transition to Ephesians, we’ll stay on the idea of unity, although there are any number of topics you can 

discuss from this book, including doctrines of grace, family life and life with people around you. 

Ephesians 4:4-6: 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Here we see a series of “ones” that identify the community of believers 

One body—what is the body of Christ?  The church.  As an expression of Christ’s body in a specific location, we can’t 

allow secondary differences to destroy our unity.  Examples? 

One Spirit—The Holy Spirit coordinates the body of Christ and: 

- Invigorates (gives us energy and purpose) 

- Illuminates (tells us what to do through the revealing of God’s will—remember Bro. Darrell’s messages on 

the Holy Spirit and God’s will—it’s revealed, not discovered)  

- Influences the body (convicts us how to think and act). 

One hope—the promise of heaven.  John 14:1-3:   1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; 

believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 

there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 

me that you also may be where I am. 

One Lord—Paul emphasized to the readers that Christ was pre-eminent over any other pagan god.  Jesus is 

sovereign over the church and since believers are part of the body, over us as well. 

One faith—the belief in Jesus Christ, confession of sins, repentance. 

One baptism—an outward expression of an inward decision.  Symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of our 

old selves to our new creation in Christ. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26670a


One God—The loving, caring Father is ruler of the universe, works through His people and is the model for unity in 

the Christian community.  

In Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus, he presented the central purpose of Christ’s mission in the world—to 

reconcile all men with God through the belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

At the close of their messages, Jay would say “We need Jesus and each other.” Stan said “Everyone needs a friend 

and everyone needs a job.”   

Both of these statements reflect the need for Christians to be part of a supportive group of fellow believers.  But 

why do we need each other and why do we need friends?  Ephesians 4:11-14 provides an answer. 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind 

of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in 

love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 

part does its work. 

The purpose of our community is to continually get stronger spiritually.  We each have gifts and talents that God has 

given us at the moment of conversion to build the community of believers.  

- Some have the gifts described in verse 11.   

- Others have the gift of encouragement, others administration, some hospitality, and there are lots of other 

gifts. 

When we use the gifts God has given us, the church maintains unity, our ministries are effective and most 

importantly, new believers are brought into the church.   

- Our gifts aren’t designed to make our church more enjoyable (although they do), but to bring people in.   

- The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints. 

As we develop community, we’ll grow stronger, more vibrant faiths. 

- We’ll be more resistant to deceitful teaching by the steady teaching of pastors and teachers “speaking the 

truth in love” and ultimately grow into the “mature body” with Christ at our head. 

- This is why I think regular attendance in Bible Study and church is so important.   

o So many times we’re comfortable to hide in a large worship service or watch on TV.  There are times 

where we can’t actively participate in corporate worship, but that shouldn’t be our habit. 

Ephesians 4:25-32:  25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we 

are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”[d]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29299d


and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 

something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.  

 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 

whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 

along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you.  

Here Paul describes the behavior of community of believers should have 

- Be honest 

- Deal with frustrations openly and quickly; unresolved differences will erode community 

- Live with integrity 

- Have speech that is wholesome, useful, worth value and good for building each other up 

- Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is with us at all times; are we acting in a way that brings discredit or 

pain to God’s Comforter? 

- Be gentle with each other. 

Our class is a perfect place to develop the spiritual discipline of community, and we can set the standard for creating 

an environment of creating meaningful relationships in our church.  The scripture highlights the importance of 

corporate worship and community in the following passages. 

With today’s focus on the true gospel and unity in Christ, I think it’s appropriate to finish with a couple of verses 

from the high priestly prayer of Jesus in John 17:20:  20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 

will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that 

you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 

  



11 May 2014 – Philippians, Colossians, Philemon – Bryan Jones 

PHILIPPIANS 

Author: Letter is clearly identified as written by Paul. (1:1).  

Date: 61-63 AD. from prison in Rome. (1:13) (4:22) 

Big Point: The central focus and theme is on “joy.” Despite his unpleasant circumstances in prison, Paul  

manifests a joyous confidence in God’s provision for him personally and for the Philippian  Christians.  

Message: Paul exhorts the Philippians to have a spirit of unity and mutual concern by embracing the  

attitude of humility, (2:1-4), the greatest example of which is the incarnation and crucifixion of Christ (2:5-11) The 

kenosis, or “self-emptying” of Christ does not mean that He relinquished His essential deity, but that He withheld His 

pre-incarnate glory and voluntarily restricted His use of certain attributes (such as omnipresence). 

Memorable Verses:  

“Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6) 

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality 

with God something to be grasped.” (Philippians 2:5-6) 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving present your 

requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 

Unique: Philippians is one of Paul’s most personal letters. In it he shares his own experience with Christ,  

and his struggle over whether to prefer dying to be with Christ or living to serve the Philippians. (1:21-26) 

Outline of Book: 

1. Paul’s Account of His Present Circumstance (1:1-30) 

2. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Mind of Christ (2:1-30) 

3. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Knowledge of Christ (3:1-21) 

4. Paul’s Appeal to Have the Peace of Christ (4:1-23) 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

COLOSSIANS 

Author: Paul  

Date: Paul wrote this from prison 60-61 AD.in Rome. He uses the converted slave Onesimus (4:9) to  

deliver it.   



Big Point: The central focus and theme is the preeminence and sufficiency of Christ in all things.  The  

believer is complete in him alone and lacks nothing, because “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” 

(2:9).  

Message: The first part of the epistle is an exposition of Christ’s supremacy (ch. 1-2) and the second part  

explains the implications of Christ’s supremacy in terms of the believer’s submission to Christ the Lord (ch 3-4).  

Several comparisons related to a Christian’s unity with Christ.  First, because of the death of Christ, we must be dead 

to old way of sin; because of Christ resurrection, we must regard ourselves alive to Him in righteousness and put on 

new qualities that promoted Christian love. The new live in Christ is to be shown through relationships of Christians.  

Unique: Many view this book as the most Christ-centered book in the Bible. Paul stresses the preeminence of the 

Person of Christ and the completeness of the salvation He provides.  

Outline of Book: 

1. Supremacy of Christ (ch. 1-2) 

a. What Christ Did for us! (The Doctrinal) 

2. Submission to Christ (ch. 3-4) 

a. What Christ does through us! (The Practical) 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

PHILEMON 

Author: The briefest of Paul’s letters.  

Date:  60-61 AD.  

Big Point: This letter is a model of courtesy, discretion, and loving concern for the forgiveness of one who would 

otherwise face severe consequences 

Message: Paul’s epistle to Philemon is a testimony to the power of the grace of God in Christ Jesus and to the 

Christian love which unites believers. While he was formerly a thief and runaway slave, Philemon’s slave Onesimus 

had been transformed by God’s grace and was now a “beloved brother” of Philemon.  

Memorable Verses: “So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you 

any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.” (Philemon 17-18) 

Unique: While on the surface, it would appear that Philemon could easily have forgiven Onesimus, in fact, this issue 

of Onesimus’ fate would have caused much anxiety in the church. For if Onesimus is forgiven, what would prevent 

other slaves from leaving and then stating that they too had become Christians. The economic collapse of the 

household, and city could occur.  

Outline of Book: 

3. Commendation of Philemon’s Love 



a. Character of Philemon (1:1-8) 

4. Intercession for Onesimus 

a. Conversion of Onesimus (1:9-17) 

5. Confidence in Philemon’s Obedience 

a. Confidence of Paul (1:18-25) 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

  



1 June 2014 – Hebrews - MDH 

Hook – W. E. H. Lecky, author History of European Morals, vol. i. p. 9. Who denied the divinity of Christ, wrote in 

1869: 

"It was reserved for Christianity to present to the world an ideal character, which through all the changes of 

eighteen centuries has inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned love, has shown itself capable of acting on all 

ages, nations, temperaments, and conditions, has been not only the highest pattern of virtue, but the strongest 

incentive to its practice, and has exercised so deep an influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of 

three short years of active life has done more to regenerate and soften mankind than all the disquisitions of 

philosophers, and all the exhortations of moralists. This has indeed been the well-spring of whatever is best and 

purest in the Christian life."  

Jesus Christ is superior to all others (1:1-

7:28) 

1. The Angels 

2. Moses 

3. Joshua 

4. Aaron 

Knowing the Letter 

to the Hebrews  

Jesus Christ has the superior 

priestly ministry (8:1-10:18) 

Jesus Christ expects superior behavior from 

His followers (10:19-13:24) 

 

 

Book –The book of Hebrews was written around the mid to late 60s to Jewish Christians who were considering going 

back to Judaism since Jews were not persecuted but Christians were. No one knows who wrote Hebrews. Barnabas 

is a possibility, as is Luke, but the latter is less likely since he was a Gentile. Paul could have written it, but he 

identified himself as the writer in every letter and always included personal references. Apollos has also been 

suggested.  

Look  

Jesus Christ is superior to all others (1:1-7:28) 

 

1. He is the Son of God (1:1-3) 

2. He is better than the angels – Angelology was important in first century Judaism. The Qumran sect of Judaism 

taught that Michael the Archangel (Daniel 10:13, 21, 12:1) had greater authority than the Messiah (1:4-2:18). 

a. Angels are ministering spirits, but Christ is the Son of God (1:5,7) 

b. Angels worship Christ, but He is the ruler of all (1:6,8) 

c. Angels do not have authority over the world to come, but Christ does (2:5,8) 



d. Christ did not take on the nature of angels, but the nature of men (2:16-17) 

e. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (2:3) 

3. He is better than Moses – Moses was a political, a military and a religious leader, and was considered the 

greatest man in Jewish history. The people would not believe Jesus unless they saw that His miracles were 

greater than those that Moses performed (John 6:29-32). 

a. Moses was a creature, but Christ is the Creator (3:3) 

b. Moses was a servant, but Christ is the Son (3:5-6) 

c. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (3:8-18) 

4. He is better than Joshua – Joshua led Israel into Canaan and defeated the people of the land to take it for Israel. 

The name Joshua in Hebrew and the name Jesus in Greek both mean “savior”. Joshua saved Israel by leading the 

people into their Promised Land of Rest (3:18). 

a. Joshua’s land of rest, the land of Israel, was at best incomplete and partial rest (4:8-10).  

b. Jesus’ rest is perfect and permanent.  

c. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (4:12-13)  

5. He is better than Aaron – Aaron, brother of Moses, was the first and greatest high priest of Israel. Through him 

God instituted the religious and sacrificial system that the Hebrews have followed for millennia.  

a. Aaron and the priest in his line sympathized with the frailties of man, but they sinned. Jesus also 

sympathized, but never sinned (4:14-15).  

b. All Jewish priests came from the line of Aaron, one of the descendants of Levi, the great grandson of 

Abraham. Jesus came from the line of Melchizedek, the priest to whom Abraham paid tithe. Therefore 

Melchizedek is above Aaron and Jesus is above all over priests (5:5-7:18). 

c. There are many priests because death prevents any one from serving forever, but Jesus’ resurrection 

means that He is the permanent high priest (7:23-25).   

d. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (5:11-6:9)  

Illustration  

Who's Bigger? Where Historical Figures Really Rank 

Discussion/Application   

Is Jesus the most important person in this church? In your life? 

What are you relying on, in addition to Jesus, to make your life count? 

Jesus Christ has the superior priestly ministry (8:1-10:18) 

 



1. Jesus has a better sacrifice - Israelite high priests had to offer the blood of sheep and goats to remit the sins of 

the people, but Jesus offered His own blood (9:11-14).  

2. Jesus helped the people know God – Israelite priests had to teach God’s word to the people in the old covenant, 

but in the new covenant, God would write His own word on the hearts of the people (8:8-12). 

3. Jesus provided better access to God – Under the Old Covenant, the high priest could only enter the Holy of Holy 

and seek God face to face once per lifetime. Christ allows His followers unlimited access to the Father (9:1-10).  

4. The death of Jesus Christ, God the Son, broke the bilateral covenant that God had with Abraham, just as the 

death of one of the parties always breaks a legal contract. With the Old Covenant broken, a New Covenant, that 

of grace, came into force (9:15-28).   

Illustration  

Discussion/Application   

1. Jesus sacrificed Himself for your sins – do you live as though your sins are really atoned for? 
2. Jesus wrote the word of God on your heart – do you live as though you really know the word? 
3. Jesus provided open access to God the Father – do you take advantage of that access? 
4. Jesus broke the contract that condemned us under the Law – do you live in that freedom? 

Jesus Christ expects superior behavior from His followers 

 

1. Theme of the Book of Hebrews – Jesus Christ is superior 
2. Conclusion of the Book of Hebrews – Hold fast to Christ (10:23-25) and to others in His body. 
3. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (10:26-39)  
4. Examples of faithful endurance (11) 
5. Expect to face hard times, some of which will be disciple from the Father (12:4-11) 
6. Care for the needs of others (12:12-14). 
7. There is danger in not holding fast to Christ (12:25-29)  
8. Guard good relationships (13:1-7) 
9. This world is not our home, so let us endure for His sake whatever befalls us (13:8-14). 
10. Follow leaders and those in authority (13:17). 

Illustration  

Discussion/Application   

Do you think, speak and act in a better way because of the supremacy of Christ? 

Took –  

Jesus Christ is superior to all others (1:1-

7:28) 

1. The Angels 
2. Moses 
3. Joshua 
4. Aaron 

Knowing the Letter 

to the Hebrews  

Jesus Christ has the superior 

priestly ministry (8:1-10:18) 

Jesus Christ expects superior behavior from 

His followers (10:19-13:24) 

 



 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Additional Reading – MDHarrisMD.com 

Closing Prayer 

  



15 Jun 2014 – Jude, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John – Bryan Jones 

JUDE 

Author: Jude, most likely Jesus’ half-brother (Matt. 13:55) 

Date: 82 AD 

Big Point: Beware of heretical teachers and their dangerous doctrines.  

Message: Jude addresses issues of false teachers in the early church. There were those using the grace  

of God as “cover” for their sinful ways. Even worst, they were encouraging other Christians to do the same thing.  

Memorable Verses:  

“Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.” Jude 

1:21 

Unique: Jude mentions two Old Testament events that are not recorded in scripture. Archangel  

Michael’s fight with Satan over the body of Moses and Enoch’s prophecy of God’s judgment (1:14-15). 

Outline of Book: 

6. Purpose of Letter (1-4) 

7. Description of False Teachers (5-16) 

a. Past Judgment of Flase Teachers 5-7 

b. Present Characteristics of False Teachers 8-13 

c. Future Judgment of False Teachers 14-16 

8. Defense of False Teachers (18-23) 

9. Doxology(24-25) 

 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2009 

1 & 2 PETER 

Author:  Peter wrote this with strong evidence from references to Jesus’ life and teaching.  The similarities of the 

writing 

to the speeches of Peter in Acts also give evidence of his authorship. Peter’s scribe, Silvanus (5:12) responsible for 

much of the style and vocabulary. 

Date: Written from “Babylon” (5:13), which would have been symbolic of Rome as it had become idolatrous city.  

Time  



would have been shortly before 64 AD when persecution began under Nero. 

Big Point:  1 Peter theme is that of salvation of the believer, to submission of the believer, to suffering of the 

believer.    

The basic theme of 1 Peter is the proper response to Christian suffering.  Submission to government, society, and 

family authority also emphasized as important to show good testimony to outsiders.  Peter’s second letter deals 

with internal opposition caused by false teachers.  The emphasis in 2 Peter is the need for growth and grace and 

knowledge of Christ. 

Message: 1st Peter addresses the important goal of believers pointing others to God by their godly lifestyles.  2nd 

Peter  

divides into three parts: the cultivation of Christian character (1) the condemnation of false teachers (2) and the 

confidence of Christ’s return (3).  

Memorable Verses:  

“As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  But just as he who 

called you is holy, so be holy in all you do, for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’ (1 Peter 1:14-16)” 

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5) 

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 

Unique: Peter’s life was dramatically changed after the resurrection and he occupied a central role in the early 

church  

and the spread of the gospel.  After Jerusalem Council in Acts 15, little is recorded of Peter’s activities.  He traveled 

extensively with his wife (1 Cor. 9:5) and ministered in various Roman provinces.  According to tradition he was 

crucified upside down in Rome shortly before the death of Nero in 68 AD. 

Outline of Book: 

1st Peter: 

10. Salvation of the Believer (1:1-2:13) - Holiness 

11. Submission of the Believer (2:13-3:13) - Harmony 

12. Suffering of the Believer (3:13-5:14) - Humility 

2nd Peter: 

1. Cultivation of Christian Character (1:1-2:1) - Holiness 

2. Condemnation of False Teachers (2:2-3:1) - Heresy 

3. Confidence in Christ’s Return (3:2-3:18) - Hope 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2014 



1 JOHN 

Author: John, as he is growing older in years. 

Date: A little before 95 AD when persecution broke out near end of Roman emperor Dominitian’s reign. 

Big Point: A major theme is fellowship with God, assuring readers that the indwelling of God can be in them in their  

relationship with God.  

Message: There is both a positive and negative thrust in this book.  John refutes erroneous doctrine and encourages  

readers to walk in the knowledge of the truth.  This looks at the basis of fellowship in the first two chapters and the 

behavior of fellowship in the last three chapters. Love is another prominent theme appearing more than 35 times in 

the letter.  

Memorable Verses:  

“If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he 

has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.” (1 John 4:20) 

“The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he says is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4)  

“This is love for God: to obey his commands.  And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God 

overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the 

world? Only he who believes that Jess is the Son of God.” (1 John 5:3-5) 

Unique: A characteristic of John’s writing is contrasts of opposites 

Outline of Book: 

1st  John: 

1. Basis of Fellowship (1:1-2:28) 

a. Conditions for Fellowship (1:1-2:15) 

b. Cautions to Fellowship (2:16-2:28) 

2. Behavior of Fellowship (3:1-5:21) 

a. Characteristics of Fellowship (3:1-5:4) 

b. Consequences of Fellowship (5:5-5:21) 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2014 

2 & 3 JOHN 

Author: John, according to tradition. 2 John 1:1 simply says the elder 

Date: 92 AD 



Big Point: Beware of false teachers that deny Jesus physical presence on earth. 3rd John focuses on how church 

leaders  

    must be humble not proud. 

Message: 2nd John really focuses on those who didn’t believe Jesus was physically on earth. This thinking was largely  

related to the “Gnostics.” John gives strong words about such beliefs and calls on his readers to “bar the door” 

against such heresy. In 3rd John, John address Gaius who is a faithful servant in the church and he commends his 

works. At the same time he scolds Diotrophes who loves to show off his preeminence but is not kind or hospitable 

towards traveling evangelists and others. 

Memorable Verses:  

“I ask that we love one another. And this is love; that we walk in obedience to his commands.”  2 John 5b-6a. 

“Friends, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does 

what is evil has not seen God.” 3 John 11. 

Unique: 2nd and 3rd John are the shortest books in the New Testament by verse count with 2nd John having 13 verses 

and  

 3rd John having 14 verses. 

Outline of Book: 

2nd John: 

13. Abide in God’s Commandments (1-6) 

a. Salutation (1-3) 

b. Walk in Truth (4) 

c. Walk in Love (5-6) 

14. Abandon False Teachers (7-13) 

a. Doctrine of False Teachers (7-9) 

b. Avoid False Teachers (10-12) 

c. Benediction (13) 

3rd John: 

4. Commendation of Gaius (1-8) 

a. Salutation (1) 

b. Godliness of Gaius (2-4) 

c. Generosity of Gaius (5-8) 



 

 

 

 


