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Introduction to Understanding the Bible (MDH)    8-Sep-13 

Bible Boot Camp – FBCA – Lesson 1        

Henry Haley, author of Halley’s Bible Handbook, wrote “Everybody ought to love the Bible. Everybody ought to be a 

regular reader of the Bible. Everybody ought to strive to live by the Bible’s teachings. The Bible ought to have a 

central place in the life and working of every church, and in every pulpit.” If the Bible is so important, why don’t we 

read it more? 

1. Don’t want to? Why not? 

2. Not enough time? How much time do you spend reading professional books and journals? Does the Word of 

God require less? 

3. Don’t understand it? That is why we are in Bible Boot Camp. 

Why don’t we understand the Bible? 

We understand the daily paper, the TV news, and our favorite novel almost effortlessly, so why is it so hard to 

understand the Bible. 

1. The human authors of the Bible did not write to us. Moses and Isaiah did not know that three millennia after 

them people would be sitting in room studying their words. They and all of the Bible authors wrote for their 

contemporaries, just as we do.  

2. They wrote so that they could be understood by their listeners and readers 

a. Language – Hebrew, Aramaic, and later Greek 

b. Culture – Sumerian/Babylonian, Egyptian, Canaanite, Hebrew, Anatolian, and later Greek and Roman 

c. Time – Vast technological differences from the modern day. 

d. Geography – The Middle East, Persia, North Africa and Eastern Europe 

3. God wrote the Bible with us in mind, and with the original readers in mind, but the human authors did not. It 

is as if we are standing behind Moses as he addressed the people of Israel at Mount Sinai.  God knows that 

we are there, but the others did not.  

Language 

A Mexican was chatting with two American friends in English. One American mentioned that his wife was pregnant 

and asked his Spanish-speaking friend if he and his wife were planning to start a family. Unsure of the right words in 

English the man replied “no, my wife is impregnable.” When he saw the Americans trying to stifle a smile the 

Mexican realized that he had chosen the wrong word and quickly said, “no, she is inconceivable.” By this point the 

English speakers were unable to hold back their laughs and their Mexican friend blushed with embarrassment. One 

American, feeling guilty and trying to reassure his friend replied “Please don’t be embarrassed, for anyone can make 

mistakes in another language.” The Mexican, seizing on the work “embarrassed” and knowing that embarazada 

meant “pregnant” in Spanish, retorted “no, I am not embarrassed, but I wish that my wife would be!” 

This silly story could be applied to people using any language, but it is a reminder that language differences can 

cause big misunderstandings. In many cases the miscommunication is easy to fix, but in other cases it is not. There 



are no native speakers today of Biblical Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic; the languages today are notably different. 

Translations are difficult because no language can be converted into another word for word with the same meaning.  

Culture 

Every group of people has slightly different ways of understanding the world around them, and the interpretive 

context is called culture. Culture impacts how people think, what they think, and what they do. Following are just a 

few generalizations about the differences between what I am calling “American culture” and “Middle Eastern 

culture”. The contrast is weak because these groups encompass huge differences and many subcultures but it is still 

useful.   

 American culture Middle Eastern culture 

Time Present and future oriented Past and present oriented 

History The past is gone forever and is largely irrelevant The past lives on and explains the present 

Authority Should be questioned Should be obeyed 

Home Mobility and progress are what counts Stability and a sense of place are vital 

Person The individual is the measure of things The group is more important than the individual 
  

Culture is heavily influenced by current events, and current events are often caused by others, the “good guys” and 

the “bad guys”.  For modern Americans the “good guys” might be the British, Germans and Israelis and the “bad 

guys” the Iranians, North Koreans and Syrians. At various times in the past, however, Americans considered the 

British and Germans to be bad guys.    

For ancient Israelites, the Egyptians were the “bad guys” during the Exodus and the “good guys” when Israel was 

threatened by the Assyrians and the Babylonians.  

Time  

Much has changed in the past 4000 years. Technology has advanced in breathtaking ways, and many events have 

transpired to bring new grievances to unforgiving people. The number of humans has exploded and we now have 

the ability to destroy most of civilization. 

Geography and Climate 

When we study campaigns of Stonewall Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley, we can walk the terrain and understand 

what he and his Union counterpart Nathaniel Banks, were up against. This is much harder in the Middle East. Time 

has changed the landscape in some places, the key places are buried and artifacts ruined, and cultural changes have 

made many areas dangerous.  

Understanding the geography and climate will help us understand how Saul was defeated at Mount Gilboa while 

Barak and Deborah were victorious in the same region. It will help us share Jesus’ pain when he endured 

temptations in the arid wilderness of southeastern Judea. It will help us comprehend Paul’s shipwreck and Jesus’ 

allusion to the Hinnon Valley as hell.  

How we got the Old Testament (OT) 

“Canon” is the Latin form of the Greek word κανών or “cane”, referring to measuring rod or standard of measure. 
Regarding the Bible, the canon refers to the selection of which books are considered Holy Scripture and which are 
not. Protestant Christians and Jews accept the 39 books which Christians refer to as the Old Testament. Catholics 
add certain books, referred to as the Apocrypha (ἀπόκρυφος – obscure, hidden).  



 
Early Christians simply adopted the canon used by the Jews of the day. This included three sections – the Law, the 
Prophets, the Psalms (Writings). The Old Testament Canon was recognized by Jewish scholars between 400 and 150 
BC. It was also recognized by Jesus in the Gospels when he said “From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 
(the blood of the prophets) shall be required of this generation (Luke 11:51).” The OT canon was also recognized by 
extra-biblical writers.  
 

Interpretation of the Old Testament 

We understand communications according to the communicator, whether written, oral or otherwise. Some people 

say that it is only the receiver’s understanding that matters. This is ridiculous. When we receive a bank statement or 

a traffic ticket do we act according to how we want to understand it without regard to the author’s intent? Of 

course not! Why then do we think we can do that with the Bible?  

We need to consider five things to appropriately interpret the Bible: 

Kind of 
Literature 

 Context  Historical 
Situation 

 Grammatical 
Meaning 

 Personal Spiritual 
Condition 

  

Conclusion 

The Bible Boot Camp at the First Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia, is intended to change lives. Our mission is 

“To enhance students’ knowledge of the Bible by linking introductory Bible courses, the application-focused studies 

that are commonly found in Sunday morning Bible Fellowships (Sunday Schools) and the theologically-focused 

studies encountered in some Sunday morning classes and in academic institutions (Bible colleges, seminaries).” Our 

vision is that “Students completing the FBCA Bible Boot Camp will have a solid knowledge of the Bible as a whole in 

addition to its constituent parts. They will understand the cultural, geographic and linguistic background and be able 

to effectively study the Bible. The ultimate purpose is the glory of God.” 

Let us pray for each other as we embark on this shared journey. Please also see the article “Hermeneutics – The Art 

and Science of Bible Interpretation on MDHarrisMD.com.  

 

  

http://mdharrismd.com/2012/06/09/hermeneutics-the-art-and-science-of-bible-interpretation/
http://mdharrismd.com/2012/06/09/hermeneutics-the-art-and-science-of-bible-interpretation/


Genesis Chapter 1 – 3 Creation to the Fall of Man (Tony Reynoso) 

15 Sep 13 

I. Introduction to Genesis 
a. Written by Moses 
b. Part of the Pentateuch 
c. Two basic divisions 

i. Beginnings (Chap 1 – 11)  
ii. Patriarchs   

II. The Creation Story 
a. The Two Creation Accounts 

i. Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a – Gives the outline and chronological order of creation 
ii. Genesis 2:4b – 24 – Gives a topical order of creation and additional details 

iii. Beginning of the Judeo-Christian meta-narrative 
1. Where did I come from 
2. Why am I here 

a. Is there purpose to my life (Deuteronomy 6:5, Ecclesiastes 12:13, Micah 6:8, 
Matthew 22:37-39, 40* (Moses was considered a prophet))  

b. Am I accountable for my actions (Psalms 9:7, Ecclesiastes 3:17, 12:14,  Hebrews 
9:27, Revelation 20:11-12 

b. Other Biblical References to God as Creator 
i. Job 26:7-11, 28-30,  Psalms 8:3-4, 74:17, 95:5, 100:3, 104:24&30, 118:24, 40:5, 51:10, 64:9, 

24:1-2, 102:25, 102:25, 145:10.  Isaiah 40:28, 43:7&15, 45:7, 65:17 Amos 4:13, 5:8-9, 9:5-6, 
Malachi 2:10 Acts 14:15, Hebrews 3:4, 4:10, 2 Peter 3:5,  

ii. Jesus as an active agent in Creation 
1. John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16-17, 1 John 1:1,  

c. Context of the story 
i. The Enum Elish (“When on High”)Extra-Biblical Accounts of Creation  

1. The most famous extra-biblical reference to creation 
2. Similar in various details with when compared to the biblical account 
3. Those in Mesopotamia would have been familiar with this account, most certainly 

Moses who was raised in the house of Pharaoh and well educated 
4. Conflict between Babylonian gods portray a chaotic creation story 
5. Genesis portrays an orderly and good creation by a single omnipotent and omniscient 

God 
6. It is certainly probable that the creation story found in Genesis was used to refute this 

and other pagan accounts of creation 
III. The Uniqueness of Man in God’s Creation 

a. Created in His Image 
i. Our Self-Awareness 

ii. Our own creative ability 
iii. Relational 

b. The desire to explore and learn about creation  
IV. The Fall of Man (Chapter 3) 

a. The effect of sin on mankind 
i. His relationship with his Creator 

ii. His relationship with his fellow man 
iii. His relationship with the rest of God’s Creation 

1. Animals 



2. Plants 
3. The Earth 

b. The effect of sin on creation 
i. The earth was cursed (Genesis 1:17-18, Hosea 4:1-3) 

ii. Creation “groans”  (Romans 8:22) 
1. “Nature has all the air of a good thing spoiled” - C.S. Lewis Miracles  

V. The Link between God’s creative activity to His Redemptive activity 
a. Isaiah 43  Example see Isaiah 43:1 But now, this is what the LORD says - He who created you, Jacob, 

He who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine. Isaiah 43:15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, Israel’s 
Creator, your King.” Psalms 74:12-17 

b.  
VI. Creation and Science (only if there is time or if a question arises concerning this) 

a. It was pointed out by John MacArthur that a prominent evolutionist, Herbert Spencer, who coined 
the concept of “survival of the fittest”, unwittingly stated that “Everything in the universe can be 
deposited in one of these categories…time, force, action, space and matter.” Those five things which 
he defined in that order are all in Genesis 1, “In the beginning…that’s time…God…that’s 
force…created…that’s action…the heavens…that’s space…and the earth…that’s matter.” 

b. When it comes to the Big Bang, I recall a prominent astrophysicist pointing out that when people ask 
“when” the Big Bang happened or “where” the Big Bang occurred, they are asking a question without 
answer, because before the Big Bang, there was no “when” and there was no “where”.   

 

  



Bible Boot Camp – Unit 2, Days 2-4 
September 22, 2013 

 
Day 4 – Unit 2:  the Sorrow of Sin (Gen 4-5) – Mitch Waldman 
 
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree –  
 
Q:  What is sin?   
 
The Hebrew and Greek words translated "sin" throughout the Bible revolve largely around two major concepts. The 
first is that of transgression. To transgress means "to step across" or "to go beyond a set boundary or limit." This 
concept can be compared to an athletic playing field with lines delineating the boundaries within which the game is 
played. When a player crosses over those boundary lines, he has committed a "transgression" and gone out of 
bounds. Limits are set that define the playing area, and the players are to stay within the limits of that area. 
 
Most of the other words translated "sin" in the Bible involves a second concept, "to miss the mark." Again, to use a 
sports analogy, if a player aims for the goal and misses, how many points does he get? None. He missed the goal, 
missed the mark at which he was aiming. 
This view of sin includes the concept of our going in one direction but straying off course to the side and not 
continuing in the direction we intended to go, with the result that we don't reach the goal we intended. We miss. 
 
This concept also encompasses the idea of failing to measure up to a standard. For example, most academic courses 
and tests are graded or judged according to a minimum standard. If we don't meet that standard, we fail that test or 
course. A minimum level of performance is expected, and anything less than that standard is failure. By not meeting 
that standard, we "miss the mark" and don't pass. We can miss the mark by either missing the goal at which we 
were aiming or by falling short of that goal. In either situation we fail to reach the mark set for us. 
 
Both of these concepts, transgressing and missing the mark, involve a basic requirement. If we transgress, which 
means to cross over a set boundary or limit, then we must have a boundary or limit to cross over. If we miss the 
mark, we must have a mark, target or standard to miss. Sin, then, is to transgress those boundaries God has set for 
us or to miss the target He set for us. 
This is where the biblical definitions of sin become important, because these scriptures define the boundaries and 
standards God set for us. They define the playing field on which we are to live our lives.  
 
The story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 shows the spreading of sorrow that came to humanity because of Sin. 
 
Turn to Gen 4:1-18. 
 
Adam and Eve initially had 2 sons, Cain and Abel (they later had a 3rd, Seth).  God had not yet commanded offerings 
to God, but apparently Cain and Abel felt the need to do so.   
 
Cain was a worker of the land, and his offering was some of the fruits, but Abel brought fat portions from some of 
the firstborn of the flock. 
 
 
A. Condition of the Gift Giver 
 
Gen: 4:3-4 
3:  In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. 



4:  But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.  The Lord looked with favor on Abel and 
his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor.  So Cain was very angry, and his face was 
downcast. 
 
The sequencing of the words is important – God first looked at the individual and then his offering.  Remember the 
definition of sin we talked about – are you on the right playing field (i.e., what is your heart), and did you score a 
goal (what was your action).   
 
Q: Where was Cain’s heart?   Why do you think that God found his offering unfavorable? 
Q: Where was Abel’s heart?  (Firstborn of his flock; slaughtering of his most important animals – but God’s interests 
above his own).   
 
It is the condition of the gift giver, not the nature of the gift that counts.    
 
B.  God Tempers Judgment with Mercy 
 
Gen 4:9-18 
9:  Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  “I don’t know” he replied.  “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” 
10:  The Lord said, “What have you done?  Listen!  Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 
11:  Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 
12:  When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you.  You will be a relentless wanderer on the 
earth. 
13:  Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  Today you are driving me from the land, and I 
will be hidden from your presence.  I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me. 
15:  But the Lord said to him, “Not so, if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.”  Then the 
Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 
16:  So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
17:  Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.  Cain was then building a city, and 
he named it after his son Enoch.   
18:  To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, 
and Methushael was the father of Lamech.   
 
Cain’s punishment had 3 points:   
Gen 4:11 reference--    
a) The ground he had tilled would no longer yield a bountiful harvest.  This was an “in-kind” punishment.  Cain used 
the ground to conceal his crime, and God cut him off from it.  (Similar to the punishment of Adam – he was driven 
out. 
b) Cain was to become a wanderer.   
c)  Cain’s greatest punishment was being sent out from the presence of the Lord.  A person left to his or her own 
devices faces suffering. 
 
God’s mercy to Cain had 3 points as well. 
a)  God protected Cain from being killed; 
b)  Cain was given new relationships – God gave him a wife and children. 
c)  He became a builder of cities.   
 
Lessons: 
1)  God loves and is concerned about a person who has failed; 
2)  Failure need not be the end; 



3)  God will bless even those who are suffering the consequences of sin. 
4)  God will not cancel the sin – and sin doesn’t pay.   
 
C:  Sin Harms People – reference to Gen. 5 
 
Genesis 5 focuses on the lineage of Adam and Eve descendants.  Each family had sons and daughters.  Sadly, with 
one exception (V.24 – Enoch), all the people mentioned in chapter 5 died as God had said in Chap 2, V17 (when you 
eat of the fruit, you will surely die…). 
 
Contrast Enoch – who walked with God.  Enoch did not die as the others, he was “taken away” by God.   
 
Q: How should we understand these long lives?  One interpretation is that declining life spans show the progressive 
tragedy of sin.  God created Adam and Eve not to die.  Tragically, sin brought death.  Before the flood, people lived 
300-700 years or longer.  After Noah, people lived 100-200 years.  Since then the normal lifespan is less than 100.   
Sin took its toll on the human race.  When we rebel against God, we lose the good things that God intended for us to 
have.   
 
_______ 
 
D:  Sin Has Global Consequences – The Flood 
 
The story of the flood is recorded in Genesis, chapter 6-9.   
 
Gen 6:5-9 
5:  The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil all the time.   
6:  The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  
7:  So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth – men and animals, and 
creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air – for I am grieved that I have made them.   
8:  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  
9:  This is the account of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time and he 
walked with God.   
 
Q:  What did God see (v5)?  Man’s wickedness.  Every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
time.   
 
Also – see Gen. 5:11:  Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on Earth had corrupted their ways.   
 
Q:  What did God feel (v6)?  Grieved that he had made man on earth, and his heart felt pain.   
 
Q:  What did God decide (v7)?  To wipe mankind of the face of the earth – and animals that crawl on the ground and 
birds of the air.   
 
Q:  Why did God make an exception for Noah?  Because he was righteous – “right” with God, and blameless among 
the people 
 
_____ 
 
Genesis 9 establishes God’s covenant with Noah –  
 



Gen 9: 5-11 
5:  And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting.  I will demand an accounting from every animal.  
And from each man too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. 
6:  Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for in the image of God has God made man. 
7:  As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it. 
8:  Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:  
9:  I now establish my covenant with you and your descendants after you 
10:  and with every leaving creature that was with you – the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those 
that came out of the ark with you – every living creature on earth. 
11:  I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.   
 
What is the sign of this covenant?  V13:  I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth.   
 
Genesis 10 – the “Table of Nations” - begins the second humanity, the initial unity of human beings, and recurrence 
of sin.   
 
Genesis 11 records the construction of the tower of Babel.  Remember, God had previously told Noah and his sons 
in Genesis 9 to be fruitful and multiply across the earth, but chapter 11 confirms that they didn’t go very far.  In fact, 
they were still unified by a common language and culture, and had not dispersed as God had directed.   
 
Gen 11: 1-8 
1:  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.   
2:  As men moved eastward, they found a plain and Shinar and settled there.   
3:  They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.  They used brick instead of stone 
and tar for mortar.   
4:  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may 
make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth. 
5:  But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 
6:  The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they 
plan to do will be impossible for them.   
7:  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other. 
8:  So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.   
 
Beginning with Adam and Eve, the common denominator is rebellion against God – or sin.  The result of this 
rebellion is always the same:  we lose what we are trying to gain and destroy what we are trying to keep.   
 
In Gen 11, people tried to establish around things of the earth and their language, not around their God.   God 
rebuked their arrogance by confusing their language and scattering them across the earth.   
 
But again, God showed mercy – he did not destroy them.  He emphasized preservation and restoration in the midst 
of rebellion and judgment.   
_______ 
 
## 
 

- Help align our hearts, thoughts, and actions to your will – on your field – within your goal posts 
- Thank you for your mercy even as you judge and correct us. 

 



BBB – Nate Mitchell         29 Sep 2013 

Welcome everyone to the class, re-introduce self the group. 
 
Prayer requests, prayer for class, Holy Spirit to reveal truth as we read scripture, conviction and repentance when 
sin is revealed. 
 
Review memory verses. 
 
Unit 1:  2 Timothy 3:16:  All scripture is God-breathed (inspired by God) and is useful for teaching (to impart 
knowledge or skill), rebuking (to express sharp, stern disapproval), correction (to set or make true, accurate, or right) 
and training (to develop or form the habits, thoughts, or behavior) in righteousness (Character of God). 
 
Unit 2:  John 1:3:  Through Him (Jesus) all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 
 
Unit 3 (today):  Galatians 3:6:  Consider Abraham:  “He believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 
Before we get into today’s study, let’s take some time to review the material we’ve covered.  Feel free to reference 
your study guides. 
 
Let’s go over the Principles of Interpretation (page 22 of the study guides). 
 
1.  Determine the Kind of Literature (poetry, history, sermons, instructions, prophecy, philosophy) 
2.  Determine the Context (what’s the theme of the book?) 
3.  Determine the Historical Situation  (How does the history of the time impact the writing) 
4.  Determine the Grammatical Meaning (word meanings may change over time; also what was the writer 
communicating by choosing certain words?) 
5.  Determine your own Spiritual Condition (Are you “right” with God?  Confessing sins? God reveals Himself through 
scripture.  Pray for God’s wisdom to understand the Bible). 
What are the five books of the Pentateuch? 
 
I know you reviewed four subjects last week--Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the Tower of Babel.  Any questions 
on those subjects? 
 
Let’s transition to this week’s lesson on the Patriarchs.  Just for your awareness, this lesson will be split over two 
weeks. 
 
We’ll go through Abraham and Isaac this week and next week continue with Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 
 
As we’re going through today’s lesson, be thinking of these key questions and statements as we progress through 
the scriptures: 
 
How does God work through the lives of the Patriarchs? 
 
Understand the Old Testament concept of Covenant 
 
Be able to state lessons from the lives of the Patriarchs. 
 
When you hear the term “Patriarch,” what do think of? 
 



In the context of our lesson, the Old Testament Patriarchs are the people God intentionally chose to make Himself 
known to the world and to carry out His work. 
 
Although we may not have “Patriarchs” in the same sense of the Old Testament today, how does God make Himself 
known and complete His work in the world? 
 
Let’s start by taking a look at where Abraham was living when God called him. 
 
Genesis 11:31:  Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of 
his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Harran, 
they settled there. 
Look on the inside cover of your study guide and you’ll get an idea of where Abraham was living.   
 
Originally from Ur, in modern day Iraq, Abraham and his family were going to move with his father Terah to Canaan 
(modern day Israel). 
 
However, as they were on the way, they came to Haran, in southern Turkey, about midway across the border shared 
with Syria. 
 
Now let’s pick up the story in Genesis 12:1:  The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 
 
2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 
 
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 
out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people 
they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
 
Take another look at your map.  Do you notice the “Fertile Crescent”?  This trip Abraham and his family will take is 
going to be difficult and long…about 1,500 miles, and not through this crescent. 
 
I imagine everyone in this class have moved at least once their lives, maybe more.  What are modern challenges of 
moving? 
Now imagine moving 4,000 years ago, likely traveling by foot, with all of your possessions and family, for 1,500 
miles, across a desert. 
 
Considering those challenges I’m very thankful the military moves our family. 
 
But what’s Abraham’s response?  When God calls us, what must our response be? 
 
Let’s look at God’s promise again, because this promise changes human history. 
 
2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 



I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 
 
Listen to the way the pastor John MacArthur describes the effect of this promise:   
 
“Abraham becomes the father of the people of Israel and Israel becomes the nation that is the repository of divine 
revelation.  
 
God’s plan is to send His Word but not in some general way, but rather in a specific way to this people called Israel, 
the children of Abraham, and they will hear His Word, they will possess His Word, they will inscribe His Word in a 
written fashion and they will proclaim His Word to the nations of the world. They’re going to be the evangel to 
proclaim that salvation is available, that sinners can be reconciled to God through faith.  
 
 
In a very real sense, the fountain of salvation then flows through Abraham… Certainly he is a model of faith and that 
is critically important if salvation is going to be by faith and it has to be modeled in Abraham because Abraham is the 
central contact point between God and the revelation of His redemptive plan.” 
 
Now the Bible doesn’t tell us how God called Abraham.  It could have been an audible voice, could have been a 
compulsion within Abraham’s heart and mind. 
 
God will speak in many ways to make Himself known.  We have to be attentive and willing to respond in faith. 
 
But as we’ll see, just because Abraham was obedient in one area, he wasn’t flawless. 
 
Let’s read a little more in chapter 12: 
 
10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine 
was severe. 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 
When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Say you are 
my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.” 
 
14 When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that Sarai was a very beautiful woman. 15 And when Pharaoh’s 
officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 16 He treated Abram well for her 
sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, male and female servants, and camels. 
 
17 But the Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s wife Sarai. 18 So 
Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have you done to me?” he said. “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 19 
Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!” 
20 Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his wife and everything 
he had. 
 
What a contrast! What do you think of Abraham’s actions in these verses?  Just so you know, this isn’t the only time 
Abraham does this with Sarah (Genesis 20). 
 
It’s important we realize God doesn’t use us because of our talents or personal resolve.  We will fail in many 
ways…maybe not in the same way Abraham failed in this example, but we’ll still fail. 



 
The other point to take from this passage is God’s forbearance.  Rather than cancel the promise He made on 
account of Abraham’s behavior, God maintains the promise--just like our salvation. 
 
Moving on to Genesis 15, let’s continue the story. 
After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. 
    I am your shield,[a] 
    your very great reward.[b]” 
 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my 
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will 
be my heir.” 
 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood 
will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
 
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
Skip over to Chapter 16: 
 
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to 
Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through 
her.” 
 
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her 
Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
 
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are 
responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she 
despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” 
 
6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so 
she fled from her. 
 
7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8 
And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 
“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 
 
9 Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel added, “I will 
increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.” 
 
11 The angel of the Lord also said to her: 
 
“You are now pregnant 
    and you will give birth to a son. 
You shall name him Ishmael, 
    for the Lord has heard of your misery. 



12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will 
live in hostility toward all his brothers.” 
 
Here we see the consequence of not trusting God to fulfill His promises.  God’s promised Abraham a son, but Sarah 
is childless and decides to offer her servant to provide a son.  Hagar conceives, but Sarah burns with resentment and 
makes life so miserable that Hagar and Ishmael leave. 
 
Some scholars believe Ishmael is the father of the Arab race as well and the Angel’s prophecy would seem to line up 
with Arab reality (strife with Israel/others and Shia/Sunni conflicts). 
 
Let’s finish with the arrival of Isaac.  Turn to Genesis 21. 
 
Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah 
became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham 
gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, 
as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
 
6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 7 And she 
added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old 
age.” 
 
At this time the Covenant is fulfilled, with God allowing Sarah to conceive and give birth to Isaac. 
 
From your study guides on page 48, you see the definition for a covenant.  Remember that God established the 
covenant, not Abraham.  And the covenant continues today with Christ providing our salvation, despite our failures 
and sin. 
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A.  Seeking, Receiving, and Following God’s Guidance 
 
It is not unusual for many of us to be tempted to pray for clear guidance from God about what to do.  We want God 
to give us a “sign” – some indication - that will help us make some big decision – Lord, what should I do about that 
job – that man or woman – that sibling – that co-worker.  Of course, it usually doesn't work like that – although I 
must share my own experience that I have lost track of the times when the exact right person calls me at the exact 
right time; or the exact right biblical bumper sticker is suddenly on the car in front of me; or as I learned this week 
from a friend at church, after comforting a child who has a chronic illness in the middle of the night, he got back into 
bed and the time was exactly 3:16.    
 
Waiting for a sign from God probably isn’t the best way to make decisions in life, but our desire for signs does reveal 
a common question – Q:  How can we be sure that God is guiding us?  How can we be certain that we are in God’s 
will and walking the path that he would have us walk?  How can we be confident that we are making the “right” 
decisions? 
 
Genesis 24 deals with our desire to seek, receive, and follow God’s guidance, and lays out four principals that can 
lead to our success.  
 
1. Know God’s Word. 
 
The knowledge of God’s will comes first and foremost from God’s Word – which was God-breathed to the 
individuals that wrote each of the bible’s books.   Knowledge of God’s word is a key enabler to receiving His 
guidance.   
 
Let’s read Gen 24: 1-4: 
 
Gen 24 
1: Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. 
2:  He said to the chief servant in his household, the one in charge of all he had,  
‘Put your hand under my thigh.   
3:  I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 
4:  but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 
 
Abraham understood that Isaac must marry and have children for the covenant blessings to be received.  In order 
for this to happen, Isaac must find a wife!   Abraham doesn’t just sit around and wait for this to happen – he takes 
action. 
 
God wants us to take action – we are his arms and legs, and He works through us.     
His search for a wife isn’t based on worldly standards, but was informed by his knowledge of God’s Word. This is 
why he insisted that Isaac’s wife not be a Canaanite. Why did Abraham insist on this? Because he knew through 
God’s revealed Word that a marriage to a Canaanite woman would not be blessed.  Previously, God had revealed to 
Abraham the wicked character and prospective judgment of the Canaanite people. That alone was enough for 
Abraham to know that marrying one of them was out of the question.  
 



2.  Commitment to God’s will. 
 
It is one thing to understand God’s will through His Word, but are we committed to carrying out that will?   
 
Q:  Are you completely committed to carrying out God’s will, or only the parts that are convenient and comfortable?   
One of the conditions under which Abraham received God’s guidance was his complete commitment to doing God’s 
will. Remember how close Abraham came to sacrificing Isaac? 
 
Gen 24 teaches us that God guides us when we are fully committed to His will and not our own – no matter how 
difficult or challenging his will may be.    
 
Let’s read Gen 24:5-6 
 
Gen 24 
5:  The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land?  Shall I then take 
your son back to the country you came from?” 
6”  “Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said.   
 
In V5, the servant wants to know what to do if the strategy doesn’t work out as planned. The servant is basically 
asking if Abraham is willing to doing something different if God’s will doesn’t work out.   
 
But In V6, Abraham says that Isaac is not to leave the Promised Land, period.   Abraham makes clear that he is 
totally committed to following God’s will no matter what happens.  
 
Q: What is “commitment”?  The chicken is only involved in your breakfast; the pig is fully committed.    
 
God is fully committed  to us.  
 
Q: How would you feel if God’s love for us was conditional, or only when it was convenient for God?   But that is not 
how it works – John 3;16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
 
The only way we can be sure of God’s guidance is by being fully committed to God’s will above our own – “thy will 
be done” – not “my” will be done.  
 
3.  Trust in God. 
 
Trust is key if you are to be led by God – we must “trust” and “obey” God.  It is the foundation of our commitment 
to Him.   We must trust that He will provide everything we need to follow and fulfill his will in our lives.   
 
This is exactly what Abraham did, and also asked his servant to do.  He trusted God to provide a wife for Isaac from 
outside of Canaan, even though that was a difficult thing to achieve. 
 
Let’s read Gen 24: 7-9 
 
Gen 24 
7:  “The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and spoke to 
me and promised me an oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give this land’ – he will send his angel before you so 
that you can get a wife for my son from there.   
8:  If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine.  Only do not 
take my son back there.” 



9: So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and swore an oath to him concerning this 
matter. 
 
God had made promises to Abraham that included the land of Canaan and offspring.  Since God made a promise, 
Abraham trusted God to keep it by providing a wife for Isaac.  His trust in God is based on God’s specific promise to 
him – he was not charting his own course; God had already done that.   
 
Many people say they trust God, but their trust is that God will provide what they want – not what is necessary 
God’s will.  Sometimes our desires and God’s will inadvertently align.  Our challenge as Christians is to always seek 
God’s will and align our desires with the path that he would have us follow.   God honors trust in him. 
 
In Malachi 3:10 – God even asks us to test our trust in him – 
 
Mal 3 
10:  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  “Test me in this,” says the 
Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have enough room for it.”  
 
Do you fully trust in God to provide for you?  Again, as in V 1-4, God wants us to take action – we can’t just sit on our 
hands.  But when we act, and truly believe that we are acting in accordance with God’s Word and his will, we should 
trust in him regarding the outcome. 
 
Q:  What are the things that keep us from trusting God?   Fear, arrogance, norms of popular culture.   
 
In V8, Abraham acknowledges that things may not work out.  But don’t view this is as a lack of trust in God; view this 
as the possibility that the path that Abraham has chosen to follow God’s will may not be the ultimately way that God 
intends to fulfill his promise to Abraham.   
 
4.  Pray for God’s Wisdom. 
 
The servant took the appropriate provisions and departed for Abraham’s home town.  When he reached Nahor, he 
waited at a well on the town’s outskirts because he knew that the town’s women went there to draw water – then 
the servant prayed.   He prayed for discernment, success, and kindness to his master.    
 
Let’s read Gen 24: 10-15 
 
Gen 24 
10:  Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and left, taking with him all kinds of good things from his 
master.  He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. 
11:  He had camels kneel down near the well outside of the town; it was toward evening, the time the women go 
out to draw water. 
12:  then he prayed, “O Lord, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show kindness to my master 
Abraham. 
13:  See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water.   
14:  May it be that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and 
I’ll water your camels too’ – let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac.  By this I will know that you 
have shown kindness to my master.”  
15:  Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder.  She was the daughter of 
Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor.   
 



Isn’t it amazing that before the servant finishes praying, that God is already following through on his promise to 
Abraham!   
 
Q:  As I said when we first started, have you ever had exactly the right person call or show up at your door at exactly 
the right time?  This is what happened at the well.  God sent exactly the right person at the right time.   This wasn’t 
luck – it was a divine sign.   But you also need to remember, the “right” person is who God deems to be “right” – it 
may be exactly the wrong person from your perspective at that moment, and you only discover later just how 
“right” that encounter may have been.   
 
God can direct our circumstances to achieve his will.  It doesn’t mean that God will ensure that you get the “right” 
parking space at the mall – but it does mean that he has a plan for our lives, and he uses people, places, and things 
to achieve that outcome.   
 
Our challenge is to recognize the divine opportunity, circumstance, or encounter when it presents itself.    
 
Example:  Riding a chairlift 7 years ago.   
 
Our other challenge is leave our arrogance behind, and recognize when we need expert help.  When you need a 
doctor, you (should) go to the doctor.   When you need an expert, go get help from the expert.   
 
God is an expert.  We should readily pray to him for guidance and wisdom in leading you down the path that he 
would have you pursue – just as the servant did in this passage of scripture.   
 
Genesis 24: The rest of the story:  
 
Rebekah’s father, Bethuel and brother Laban take one look at the small fortune in gold the girl is wearing and 
suddenly become very interested in this stranger at the well.  
 
Verse 30 says that the first thing her brother Laban noticed was all the gold.  Rebekah then mentions what the 
stranger had said to her, including his song of praise to some God named "Yahweh."  
 
Scholars note that it is quite probable that this family had not heard of Abrahams’ God.  Abraham had been gone for 
decades, and they had no knowledge of his experiences during his absence.    
 
But they quickly dropped everything that they were doing, and recognized that the servant was blessed by the Lord.   
We've all realized sometimes that the best work we do for God was not what we set out to do, but what we did 
when something unforeseen popped up.  
 
Sometimes God is truly directing our lives – we see it clearly and recognize unmistakable signs – but more often his 
direction is much less obvious.   Many times we need simply to be content with the quiet but persistent ways that 
God works in our lives. Doing that is in some ways a counter-cultural activity.  We want our God to be big – certainly 
bigger than events that appear to happen around us or other Gods and idols that popular culture wants us to 
worship 
 
But it’s unreasonable to think that God is only involved in miraculous things.  God’s timeline is infinite – and our 
ability to understand his plan in finite.  We are asked to put our faith and trust in him because of his (undeserved) 
promise and faithfulness to us.  It is the new covenant in Christ’s blood “which was poured out” (Luke 22:20) for us 
by which we are saved, not by the events or works that we accomplish.   
 
B.  God’s Faithfulness – Jacob & Esau (Gen 27 – 33) 
 



Jacob’s life is not without shame, disgrace, and challenges.   He makes scores of mistakes.  But the real hero of 
Genesis 27 – 33 is God, not Jacob.  Jacob is merely a primary character in the play – but the play is about God’s 
justice and mercy.   
 
Consider Jacob’s life: 
He is born clutching his hairy brother’s heel. 
He is his mother’s favorite; his brother Esau is his dad’s favorite. 
He cheats his brother out of the birthright. 
He deceives his father to obtain the blessing that the firstborn, Esau, should have received. 
He spends 20 years in Haran in pursuit of his true love, Rachel, where his uncle Laban cheats him and first makes 
him marry Rachel’s older sister, Leah. 
He tries to buy his way back into Esau’s favor. 
He and his sons are involved in rape and murder. 
He and His sons sleep with many maidservants. 
 
This is better than any plot than you can watch on “Revenge”! 
 
But through all of this, God is faithful.  If you need any other proof, consider this –  
 
Q:  When God wanted to identify himself to his people, what did he call himself?  “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.”   Now, that is very encouraging!   God is faithful to us when we’re flawed and broken, and there are also 
no accidents in God’s plan.   When God decides to raise us up, nobody can thwart his plans.   
 
Popular culture at the time would have chosen Esau – he was the firstborn. But God had other plans.  God simply 
could have made Jacob the first born, but he didn’t – he knew that the hard road – the crucible of life and 
experience – would purify Jacob into a righteous man and make him strong.    It took Jacob’s entire life to 
accomplish God’s objectives, but God never stopped working in his life to achieve his goals.   
 
It took God 80 years to get Moses in shape; it took over 100 years to mold Jacob.  God was the potter; Jacob was the 
clay.    
 
But God took Jacob’s weaknesses and turned them into strengths.  He took Jacob’s ambition for worldly things – the 
birthright and the blessing – and turned them into a path to success for Godly things.   
 
It is interesting that God chose to speak to Jacob at a moment of desperation – when his pillow was a rock (Gen 
28:10).  
 
C.S. Lewis said that, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

God roused Jacob while he slept. 
 
C.  Jacob’s Dream at Bethel – a.k.a., Jacob’s Ladder/Stairway (Gen 28:10-20) 
  
In Gen 28:10-20, Jacob saw a ladder (or stairway) in his dream that descended from heaven to earth. The key point 
is that Jacob saw this ladder “resting on the earth” right where he happened to be. 
 
Let’s read Gen 28:10-15, 20-22 
 
Gen 28 
10:  Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  



11:  When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones 
there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 
12:  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.   
13:  There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 
14:  Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the 
north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.   
15:  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have promised you.   
 
20:  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking 
and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear  
21:  so that I return safely to my father’s house, then the Lord will be my God 
22:  and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and all of that you give me I will give you a 
tenth.   
 
Notwithstanding popular culture’s fixation on angels, it’s interesting that not many people in the Bible ever saw 
angels.  But at certain times in history, God allowed a handful of people to see his angels at work – the angel in 
Jesus’ empty tomb comes to mind.   
Q:  What are the angels doing? “the angels of God were ascending and descending” on the stairway.  
 
Scholars believe that the angels in Jacob’s dream were taking messages from earth up to heaven and messages from 
heaven down to earth.  They were also carrying out God’s will—answering prayers, giving guidance, and fending off 
Satan.  
 
At the top of the stairway was God himself. Just think about that. Jacob at the bottom, God at the top, a stairway 
filled with angels in between. What does it mean? 
 
Q:  Is God Too Busy to Help You?  Jacob cheated, stole, and lied because he thought God was far away from him.   
Ex:  Jean Val jean in Les Miserable’s – stole a loaf of bread; stole the silver; was shown mercy by God through the 
priest. 
 
God is always with us; he dwells within us as the Holy Spirit; our body is his temple.   God is with us when we are 
kneeling in prayer and when we are peeling potatoes for dinner.   
 
Jacob viewed God as being far away from earth and us.  We all feel that way sometimes.  Maybe God loves me, but 
this world is awfully big, and there are lots of people, and bad things happen all the time to good people.    
 
But that kind of thinking leads to the wrong answer  - that you have to look out for #1; that you’re on your own; that 
you should get all this is to be gotten.  That’s just life.  Sounds pretty good, right?  There’s a whole section at the 
corner bookstore with books on this very theme.   
 
But God’s message is clear and unchanging throughout scripture -- Although I am in heaven and you are on earth, 
there’s a stairway or bridge that reaches from me to you.  And we now know that Jesus Christ is that stairway – that 
ladder – that bridge. 
 
In John 1:51, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open and you shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man” 
  
Everywhere we go, Jesus is with us.  He will never leave us nor forsake us.   



 
Deut 31:6:  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 
 
The story of Genesis is about the nearness of God – “God with us.”   
 
We have chosen to be followers of Christ.  That means we have chosen to die to self, and rise with him to walk on 
his path.   It also means that we have chosen to: 
1.  Know his word; 
2.  Commit ourselves to his will; 
3.  Trust in him; 
4.  Pray for his wisdom and guidance; and 
5.  Know that he is always with us.   
_____ 
## 
 
  



13 Oct 2013 – The Exodus – Building Slaves into a Nation - MDH 

Hook (20%) – The Bible is God’s Word to man, His special revelation, and the story of His work in the universe. The 

first two chapters describe His perfect creation, and the rest of the book described His efforts to bring His creation 

back to perfection. God did this in the following way: 

He began with a Man (Adam) to reveal Himself to a people, the world. From the seed of Adam came Moses.  

He continued with a Man (Abraham) to reveal Himself to a people, the Hebrews. From the seed of Abraham came 

Jesus.  

He finished with a Man (Jesus) to reveal Himself to a people, the Christians, and through them to reach the world. 

The process then is:       

man (Adam)peopleman (Abraham)people (Israel)Man (Jesus)people (Christians)world 

Adam was created perfect, but through disobedience endured a terrible fall. Abraham took 75 years before he was 

ready to be fully used of God. The story of the Exodus is the story of how God used Moses, a descendent of 

Abraham, to transform His people from a crowd of slaves into a nation.   

God developed Moses – the 

early years 

Building Slaves into a Nation God developed Moses – the shepherd years 

God developed Moses – the 

call and the Exodus 

God developed Israel – continued protection 

and organization for the future 

 

Book – Exodus 1 to 19:2 

Look (50%)  

God developed Moses – the early years – Exodus 1-2:14 

 

God works through people, and it takes decades to make a person useful to God in a powerful way. The Hebrews 

had been well respected in Egypt during the time of Joseph and the reign of the Semitic Hyksos Pharaohs (c 1800 to 

1560 BC). However, when the Egyptians regained power, the Hebrews became hated and feared (Exodus 1:8-12).  

They enslaved the Israelites and put them to hard labor, but they multiplied anyway (Exodus 1:12-14). Pharaoh 

turned to genocide (Exodus 1:15-22), but his very act provided the setting for Israel’s deliverance and Egypt’s 

downfall. Moses would have been born a slave and probably would have been unable to lead the Hebrews from 

Egypt. Instead he was born a prince of Egypt and spent 40 years learning to lead a nation (Acts 7:22-24). 

Slaves were told what to do, learned to obey, and had their bodies broken by grueling work and harsh treatment at 

a young age. They learned to be dependent and to be fearful. Princes learned language, law, engineering, and how 

to rule. They led large building projects and armies on campaign. They were groomed, taught to inspire, and 

protected from many injuries. Moses probably dealt with foreign emissaries, handled domestic disputes and 

traveled the breadth of the land of Egypt.  



Consider some things that Moses had to be to transform Hebrew slaves into an Israelite nation: a law giver (maker), 

a law enforcer, a military leader, and a judge. His training in Egypt taught him to be all of these things.  It is pretty 

remarkable how God used such horrible circumstances, the attempted destruction of His people by one of the most 

powerful nations at the time, to accomplish His perfect purpose of deliverance.  

Illustration/Application   

1. God truly does have a perfect plan for our lives, and He uses every experience to accomplish His purpose. 

2. He has ordained many pathways to success.  

a. Some people seem destined to success for their entire lives, and live their destiny (George Washington). 

b. Others seem destined to obscurity and become very successful (Abraham Lincoln, Calvin Coolidge) 

c. Still others start strong, only to reach an early height, fall back, and then rebound higher than before 

(Moses, Winston Churchill). 

3. If you are uncertain about your future, remember that God has you firmly in His hand. Trust and obey Him and 

you will have the future that He made you for.  

God developed Moses – the shepherd years – Exodus 2:15-2:25 

 

The problem with being a prince is that princes tend to be vain; assured of their own greatness and separated from 

God.  Even with his training and courage, Moses could not have delivered his people from their bondage in Egypt. 

Moses was stuck. He was infuriated by how his adopted nation treated his people, but he could not save them. After 

an impulsive act of murder, Moses was forced to flee for his life. Thus began the second period of his life.  

The Sinai Peninsula was only nominally part of Egypt at this time and was inhabited by wandering tribes of 

shepherds. Moses followed the roads, which tended to travel from well to well in the parched land, and sat down at 

a well in the area of the Midianites to rest. There he met Reuel (Jethro), a shepherd and priest of Midian, and having 

few other options, married and became a shepherd.  

What a revolting sight! A prince of Egypt living as a fugitive and doing the most loathsome job an Egyptian could 

imagine. Gone were the perfumed and lace bedecked women. Gone were the groveling servants. Gone were the 

armies at his command.  Gone were the rooms furnished with gold, polished wood, and ivory. Moses’ life now was 

searing desert, stinking livestock, and exhausting work. But he still was not a slave.  

Moses had lost everything, and that was exactly where God wanted him. For 40 years he was a tribal shepherd, 

husband and father. His dreams of glory must have seemed like a distant mirage in the desert sun. Moses’ vanity 

and his love of vain pleasures (Hebrews 11:25) evaporated like dew on a blade of grass. There was no reasonable 

future for him but to work until he lay beneath the sun baked earth. From the standpoint of the world, Moses had it 

all, but ended up as nothing.   

Consider what useful things Moses learned during this time, although he had no way of knowing it. He learned how 

to survive in the desert and since he was a Bedouin, became intimately familiar with the topography of the Sinai 

peninsula, the place where he would lead Israel for 40 years. Moses discovered how to live simply, the way that his 



people would need to live in the desert. He gained local allies, for in becoming a Midianite he joined the strongest 

power in the local area. These friends would surely help the slave Hebrew nation when they came through.  

To deliver Israel from Egypt, God needed a man who was: 

A law giver/maker An inspiring leader A law enforcer A judge 

A military leader An expert on Egypt An expert on the Sinai peninsula A desert survivalist 

A friend of the Midianites A patriotic Hebrew A linguist skilled in local 

languages and cultures 

 

 

Could any of us have done a better job and producing exactly the right man for the hour? Only one thing remained; 

Moses had to be committed to God.  

Illustration/Application 

1. No matter how good we look to the world, we are not ready for the complete work of God in our lives until we 

rely fully on Him. In fact, worldly success can keep us from Him: 

a. We become proud (Proverbs 30:7-9). 

b. We become so busy that we miss His call (Mark 4:14-20). 

c. We fail to consider other things nothing compared to Him (Philippians 3:7-11). 

d. We love the world (2 Timothy 4:10). 

2. Moses had every reason to make every one of these mistakes, so God took everything away from Him.  

3. Even during our darkest hours, and especially during our darkest hours, the Lord is teaching us important things 

to use in His future service. 

God developed Moses – the call and the Exodus – Exodus 3:1-14:31  

 

Moses was 80 (Exodus 7:7) and probably beginning to pass the family livestock business on to his sons, Gershom and 

Eliezer. He had Jethro’s flock on Mount Horeb (Sinai), a mountain which would play a large role later in his life. 

There Moses saw a burning bush, and ultimately recognized it as the call of God. For all its hardships, Moses had 

grown comfortable in his life and did not want to leave it. He argued with God and disobeyed Him (Exodus 4:14, 

4:24). Nonetheless Moses ultimately obeyed the Lord. He left Jethro and the Midianites with his family and 

journeyed west towards Egypt.  

Moses’ first meeting with the representatives of the people of Israel went well; they believed Moses’ story, that he 

had been sent to deliver them (Exodus 4:29-31). In confidence Moses and his brother Aaron stood before pharaoh 

and demanded that the Hebrews be allowed to leave Egypt.  

Imagine the reaction of the young pharaoh. His older advisors surely told him that Moses had killed an Egyptian and 

his late father (Exodus 4:19) put a price on his head. Now the young pharaoh was confronted by an old man in rough 



clothes making incredible demands. He was probably amused. One wonders why he didn’t try to execute Moses and 

Aaron on the spot. Regardless, pharaoh refused their demand and made the work harder still for the Israelites. They 

complained to Moses, and with his faith shaken, Moses complained to God (Exodus 5:20-23).   

God reassured Moses and Moses tried to do so for the Hebrews, but they would not listen (Exodus 6:9). 

Nonetheless Moses and Aaron returned to give pharaoh the same message, “let my people go”. Pharaoh refused 

many times. Each time God did a miracle to show Himself greater than all of the gods of Egypt (Exodus 12:12). The 

plagues were intended to change pharaoh’s mind but also undoubtedly strengthened Moses’ faith. Remember that 

he was raised in an Egyptian household with his mother as a Hebrew nursemaid. Moses was trained in the Egyptian 

pantheon as well as pharaoh. Some commentators have tried to try specific plagues to specific Egyptian gods; this is 

not certain.  

Once the Israelites finally left Egypt, Moses skill as a military leader and desert navigator proved vital. More 

important still was his faith in God.   

Illustration/Application 

1. Once we are finally prepared for the next mission of God for our lives, He calls us in an unmistakable way. 

2. We will encounter opposition, even from our allies and the people that we are trying to help, in our work for the 

Lord. 

3. When we face this threat, we must go immediately to God for help in dealing with it.  

4. The things that the Lord does to bless and enlighten others He also intends to bless and enlighten us.  

God developed Israel – continued protection and organization for the future – 15:1-19:2 

 

Moses still need to grow as a follower of Jehovah and as a leader, but the focus of Exodus now shifts from Moses to 

the people. Israel was God’s son (Exodus 4:22), and now that the Egyptian bondage and threat of military 

destruction was gone, they needed to transform from slaves to freedmen. They started well, rejoicing powerfully in 

the Lord’s salvation (Exodus 15). Their exaltation was short-lived, however. There were three big problems: 

1. The people needed food.  

2. The people needed water. 

3. The people had enemies. 

4. The people needed governance.  

Not long after leaving Egypt, but near enough to wells that water was still plentiful, the Israelites began to run short 

of food. The people grumbled against Moses (Exodus 16:2-3), and Moses fell on his knees in prayer. It worked well 

before (Exodus 5:20-23, 8:30-31) and so he did it again. God provided manna and quail for the people, thus 

promising that he would feed them throughout their sojourn. 

Shortly after this the Israelites camped in a place that there was no water. Moses knew the wells and water holes in 

Rephidim, but he was taking the people to Mount Sinai and there simply was no water for hundreds of thousands of 



people in this place. Having learned little from the earlier episode, the people again complained against Moses 

(Exodus 17:1-3), and he again consulted God (Exodus 17:4). God delivered.  

Seeking to take advantage of a wealthy (they had plundered the Egyptians (Exodus 12:35-36)) but disorganized 

group of ex-slaves, the Amalekites attacked. Israel had no army and few weapons and would have been easy prey 

but the Lord delivered them (Exodus 17:8-16). The last threat came from inside. The people had been saved from 

hunger, thirst and enemies, but needed to be saved from discord within. Moses had been judging the people by 

himself from sunup to sundown. It was exhausting him and failing to bring justice to Israel. God sent Jethro, Moses’ 

father in law, to the Hebrew camp for a visit. While there he heard what God had done and saw what Moses was 

doing. Jethro was a leader who knew that Moses could not bear this burden (Exodus 18:17-18), although as a prince 

in Egypt Moses should have known. He told Moses to select and train wise and capable men, train them in the ways 

of the Lord, and set up intermediate levels of government (Exodus 18:19-23).  

Illustration/Application 

1. God meets our basic needs before He moves us to the next step of faith (the covenant, the Tabernacle). 

2. We need to learn from lessons of the past to serve Him in the future.  

Took (30%)  

God developed Moses – the early 

years 

Building Slaves into a 

Nation 

God developed Moses – the shepherd years 

God developed Moses – the call and 

the Exodus 

God developed Israel – continued protection 

and organization for the future 

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Closing Prayer 

  



BBC 20 Oct 2013 – Nate Mitchell 

Prayer requests, prayer for class, Holy Spirit to reveal truth as we read scripture, conviction and repentance when 
sin is revealed. 
 
Review memory verses. 
 
Unit 1:  2 Timothy 3:16:  All scripture is God-breathed (inspired by God) and is useful for teaching (to impart 
knowledge or skill), rebuking (to express sharp, stern disapproval), correction (to set or make true, accurate, or right) 
and training (to develop or form the habits, thoughts, or behavior) in righteousness (Character of God). 
 
Unit 2:  John 1:3:  Through Him (Jesus) all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 
 
Unit 3:  Galatians 3:6:  Consider Abraham:  “He believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 
Unit 4:  Exodus 14:13a:  Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. 
 
Unit 5:  Exodus 19:5-6:  If you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 
 
We’ve studied Creation, the Fall, the Flood, the Tower of Babel; the Patriarchs (who can name them?) and God and 
the Exodus.  Any questions on those subjects? 
 
This week we’ll be reviewing God and the Law. 
 
Mark Dever, the pastor at Capitol Hill Baptist Church has said “if you don’t get what the Old Testament teaches, 
you’ll never get Christ.” 
 
Many evangelical Christians shy away from talking about the Old Testament because it’s not easy to discuss with 
people who don’t associate with the church.  After all, think of the typical response many people have about the Old 
Testament law-- 
 
Doesn’t Leviticus say that children that curse their parents should be stoned?  Doesn’t it say that homosexuals 
should be put to death too?  That’s a little too extreme in these modern times. 
 
So, in response, we stay away from the portion of the Old Testament covering the Mosaic Law.  We’ll use the Old 
Testament with children and talk about Jonah and the Whale (although there are people that think that’s fantasy), 
Samson, Daniel in the lion’s den, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, but by and large, we avoid the hard-to-explain 
stuff. 
 
Instead, we’ll say things like “we’re no longer under the law, we’re under grace!”  We’ll proclaim God’s love and 
how He showed His love by sending His son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins.  And this statement is absolutely 
true. 
 
But the reality is if we dodge the hard parts of the Old Testament, and only use a couple of Old Testament stories as 
nothing more substantive than religious cotton candy for kids, we risk missing why we need Jesus in the first place. 
 
The Old Testament Law seems harsh because it’s so clear--it’s the code God established with His chosen people to 
define the kind of holy lives He expected the Jews to live.  
 



God says in Leviticus 20, “Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am bringing you to 
live may not vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out 
before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. 24 But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I 
will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the Lord your God, who has set you 
apart from the nations. 
 
A couple of verses later, God says, “You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you apart 
from the nations to be my own.” 
 
So, what do we say to the person who questions the Old Testament law?  What’s our appropriate response? 
 
I’ll offer this--God’s law baselines the definition for holiness.  The penalties described for disobeying God’s laws 
shows how serious God’s hatred for sin is and how serious God is about His followers remaining holy. 
 
Jesus affirms the law in Matthew 5: 
 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, 
will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one 
of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
So let’s use this lesson as an affirmation of God’s perfection and His expectation for us to live holy lives. 
 
Let’s start this week’s lesson by discussing the idea of “covenant.”  When you hear this word, what comes to mind? 
 
Take your Bibles and turn to Exodus 19:3:  Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the 
mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of 
Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
 
The study guide explains covenant as a contract, a commitment and a relationship. 
 
God’s great love for Israel is the basis of the covenant.  And from the verses we just read, we can see three elements 
of the covenant. 
 
First, we see that God chose Israel and delivered them from Egypt; the Israelites didn’t do anything.  Do you recall 
how the Israelites reacted when approaching the Red Sea? 
 
For our salvation, it’s the same thing--God does it all. 
 
The second element is the conditions of the covenant--verse five.  What did God direct the Israelites to do? 
 
The last element is the promise of God.  Last part of verse five and six. 
 
For the rest of our time, I think it’s most beneficial to focus on the Ten Commandments.  Let’s turn to Exodus 20. 
 



The first two verses aren’t commandments but they establish the tone and seriousness of what God is about to say:   
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
 
This statement was true for Israel, but it’s also true for followers of Christ.  Listen to what Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:9-
10: 
 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
Believers of every race and background are just as much “God’s people” as the Jews.  Let this remind us of our unity 
in Christ. 
 
Turning to the commandments, let me ask you: 
 
Do you notice a form or structure to the commandments?   
 
Do you recognize commandments that direct our relationship with God and commandments that direct our 
relationship with each other? 
 
First commandment--have no other gods before me. 
 
Is it possible to have other gods in place of the Lord?  How?  What should our response be to this command? 
 
We should live for God’s glory:  John Piper writes this:  “The term “glory of God”…is an attempt to put into words 
what God is like in his magnificence and purity. It refers to his fullness of all that is good. The supreme goal of God in 
history from beginning to end is the manifestation of his great glory. Accordingly our duty is to bring our thoughts, 
affections, and actions into line with this goal.” 
 
Second:  You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
Why is this important?  (answer on page 77 of study guide--engraved images create God in our image--limited, 
under our control and for us) 
 
Third:  Reverence for God’s name:  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
 
Explain this one some more--is this just a vocabulary problem?  (speaks to cheapening God’s name--we can 
profane or misuse God’s name in a church service--it’s attitude) 
 
Fourth:  Sabbath day:  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son 
or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in 
six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 
Think of what Jesus did on the Sabbath.  Should we establish a system of do’s and don’ts about the Sabbath? 
 



Page 78 has some blanks on how we can please God and rest on the Sabbath.  What are some of your ideas? 
 
Now we transition into the commandments that deal with relationships with each other. 
 
Five:  Honor parents:  “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God 
is giving you. 
 
This commandment comes with a promise--what is the promise? 
 
I remember my dad saying he expected to live a long time because he honored his mother and father. 
 
Six:  No murder:  You shall not murder. 
 
Human life is sacred to God.  We’re made in God’s image.  This command extends to every person in every stage of 
life. 
 
But there’s more to this than avoiding the act of killing. 
 
Let’s look at Matthew 5:21:  “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 
will be subject to judgment. 
 
What does this say about our thoughts and motives? 
 
Seven:  No adultery.  You shall not commit adultery 
 
Once again, this commandment is more than avoiding sexual relations with someone that isn’t our spouse.  Going 
back to Matthew 5, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
 
It’s a common thought that our outer behavior reflects the condition of our heart.  Jesus blows up that myth. 
 
Eight:  No stealing.  You shall not steal. 
What’s the most important thing you own? (Not a trick question).  Imagine if it was stolen.  What hardship would 
you face? 
 
This commandment protects a person’s rights to things that are rightfully theirs and that they have worked for. 
 
Turn to page 80 in your study guides.  Look at the statements and evaluate whether or not these examples are 
stealing. 
 
Nine:  No false testimony.  You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 
We must care for other people’s reputations like we care for our own.  Rumors, gossip, slander, lies, and half-truths 
are just as destructive. 
 
Have you ever been the victim of false witness?  Have you ever gave a false witness? 
 
Ten:  No coveting.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 
or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 



This has been called the “most inward” of the commandments.  If we don’t covet our neighbor’s property, we won’t 
steal.  If we don’t covet our neighbor’s wife, we won’t commit adultery. 
 
When we fixate on wanting what someone else has, we begin the process of committing sin. 
 
Now, can any of us say we’ve kept these commandments?   
 
Knowing that we fall far short of God’s expectation for holy living, give thanks that God has provided us a way 
described in Romans 3:21:  But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 
no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 
  



27 Oct 2013 - Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges – Bryan Jones 

DEUTERONOMY 

Author:   While authorship has been debated through the years, there are over 40 claims, within the book itself, that 

Moses is the author of the work.    

Date:   Written around 1405 BC, when the new generation was on the verge of entering Canaan. 

Big Point:  Deuteronomy is the record of the renewal of the covenant given at Mt. Sinai. The covenant is reviewed, 

expanded, and ratified in the plains of Moab. Moses uses three sermons moving from     retrospective, introspective, 

and finally to prospective look at God’s dealings with Israel. 

Theme and Structure: 

1. First Sermon (1:1-4:43) – “What God Has Done for Israel” 

a. God’s provision and protection of His People/Consequences of disobedience  

b. Background of the covenant (Stresses what God has done for Israel since the Exodus from Egypt)  

2. Second Sermon (4:44-26:19) – “What God Expects from Israel” 

a. Specific requirements of covenant going forward 

b. With a new context, the “promised land,” upon the Israelites, Moses would highlight prohibited 

practices such as idolatry and pagan practices. 

c. Establishment of sanctuary and preparation of Kingdom explained. 

3. Third Sermon (27:1-34:12) – “What God Will Do for Israel” 

a. Moses writes prophetically of what will befall Israel 

b. In the short term (blessings and curses) 

c. In the long term (dispersion among nations and eventual return) 

d. He appoints Joshua as his successor and delivers a farewell address 

e. Chapter 34 is the obituary for Moses, most likely written by Joshua 

Memorable Verses:  

4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your might. 6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You 

shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 

way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as 

frontals on your forehead. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  

Unique:  



1. Deuteronomy completes the first five books, referred to as The Pentateuch (5 books) or the Torah (the 

Law) 

2. The Shema (Deut. 6:4-9) meaning “HEAR” – Jesus would state it in Mark 12:29-31, expanded John 13:34. 

3. Three Feasts established, all of which would be instrumental in Jesus ministry and life. (pg 94-Step by 

Step) 

a. Passover- Celebrated protection of Israelite homes when death angel took firstborn of Egyptians 

b. Feast of Pentecost – Celebrated 50 days after Passover. It was a thanksgiving feast and later a 

time remembering the giving of the law.  

c. Feast of Tabernacles – Reenacted Israelites’ journey in the wilderness and their wanderings. It 

celebrated the end of the great harvest.  

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

JOSHUA 

Author:   Joshua is the author of the majority of the book, with later narratives added, including the death and burial 

of Joshua.  Joshua means “Yahweh is Salvation”. 

Date:  Written between the conquest (1405 BC) and the death of Joshua (1390 BC).  Book details about 15 years of 

history; one month preparation, 7 years of conquest, and 8 years of settlement.  

Big Point:  Joshua is the first of the 12 historical books (Joshua-Esther) linking the Pentateuch to the remainder of 

Israel’s history.  Three major military campaigns are detailed, emphasizing victory coming from faith in God     and 

obedience to His word, in the first section of the book. The settlement of the territory is detailed in the second 

section of the book.  

Theme and Structure: 

4. Conquest of Canaan (1:1-13:7) 

a. Israel Prepared by: (1:1-5:15) 

i. Joshua replacing Moses 

ii. Joshua preparing militarily and spiritually 

b. Conquest occurs  by Israel (6:1-13:7) 

i. Central Canaan 

ii. Southern Canaan 

iii. Northern Canaan 

5. Settlement of Canaan (13:8-24:33) 

a. Settlement East of Jordan 



b. Settlement West of Jordan 

c. Settlement of Religious Community 

d. Conditions for Continued Settlement 

Memorable Verses:  

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 

God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 

Unique:  

4. There are no direct messianic prophecies in the book.  Joshua is clearly a type of Christ. Yeshua means 

“Yahweh is Salvation.” This is the Hebrew equivalent of the name Jesus.  

5. Joshua’s military strategy was to conquer the central part of Canaan and then conduct campaigns to the 

south and north.  

6. The land was divided to the descendants of the sons of Jacob, except for Levi. His portion went to the 

two sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim. Levites were set apart for priestly service.  

7. An account of the amazing Spiritual and military victory of the fall of Jericho occurs in 6:1-9:27.  However, 

directly afterwards is the story of Achan, his sin, and the cost to he and his family (7:1-26). Caution must 

be exercised after spiritual victories.   Sometimes spiritual defeats can closely accompany them.   

 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

JUDGES 

Author:  The author of Judges is anonymous.  However, Jewish tradition contained in the Talmud attributes it to 

Samuel  or one of his prophetic students. 

Date:  The events covered in Judges range from 1380 – 1045 BC and the fact that the book states that Jebusites 

were  dwelling in Jerusalem “to this day” (1:21) means it was written before 1004 BC. When David took control of 

the city (2 Sam. 5:5-9). 

Big Point:  Judges stands in stark contrast to Joshua. Joshua presents an obedient people who conquered land 

through trust in the power of God. In Judges, a disobedient and idolatrous people are repeatedly oppressed by their  

enemies. The theme of deterioration is highlighted by lack of faith and obedience to God (2:1-3). The “Judge” would 

deliver people, then rule and administer justice.  

Theme and Structure: 

6. Deterioration of Israel (1:1-3:4) 

a. Failing to complete conquest of Canaan 

b. Judgment of God for not completing conquest 



7. Deliverance of Israel (3:5-16:3) 

a. Southern Campaign (3:5-31) 

i. Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar  

b. Northern Campaign (4:1-5:31) 

i. Deborah and Barak 

c. Central Campaign (6:1-10:5) 

i. Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Jair 

d. Eastern Campaign (10:6-12:7) 

i. Jephthah 

e. Second Northern Campaign (12:8-15) 

i. Ibzan, Elon, Abdon 

f. Western Campaign (13:1-16:31) 

i. Samson 

8. Depravity of Israel in Sinning (17:1-21:25) 

a. Failure through Idolatry 

b. Failure through Immorality 

c. Failure through war between tribes 

 

Memorable Verses:  

16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 17 Yet they would not listen to 

their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They quickly turned from the ways of 

their ancestors, who had been obedient to the Lord’s commands. 18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, 

he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lord 

relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19 But when the judge died, the 

people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and 

worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. (Judges 2:16-19) 

Unique:  

8. The repeated deliverances by God are shown through seven occurrences of a cycle including apostasy, 

oppression, cry for deliverance, salvation, and rest. 

9. Israel vacillates between obedience and apostasy as the people continually fail to learn from their 

mistakes. 



10. The summary of the actions of the people of Israel during this time is found in Judges 21:25. 

11. There are 12 Judges reflective of the tribes of Israel. Six are major and six are minor Judges. 

MAJOR JUDGES      MINOR JUDGES 

1. Othniel      1.  Shamgar 

2. Ehud      2.  Tola 

3. Deborah      3.  Jair 

4. Gideon      4.  Ibzan 

5. Jephthah      5.  Elon 

6. Samson      6.  Abdon 

 

Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

  



03 Nov 2013 – BBC Lession – Joel Harder 

Date & Author  

 Anonymous: no author is named 

 Placed after Joshua and Judges in Septuagint and Vulgate 

 In the third division of the Jewish canon: the Writings 

 Tanakh: T – N – K  

 Torah (Law) 

 Nevi’im (Prophets) 

 Ketuvim (Writings) 

 Set in the late 12th Century: Period of the judges is past and genealogy suggests the audience would have been familiar 

with David. 

 Likely  written in the preexilic period  

Historical Context  

 The Moabites oppressed Israel early in the period and were driven out by Ehud (Judg. 3)  

 Not much else is known about Ruth’s people 

 Descendents of Lot (Gen. 19:37) 

 Hostile to Israelites during time of Moses (Num. 21-25) 

 Sympathetic to David’s cause when he was a fugitive from Saul (1 Sam. 22:3-4) 

 Later subdued by David (2 Sam. 8:2) 

 Saved by Faith  

 The story of Ruth introduces the reader of the Old Testament to one of the lynchpins of the covenant. Incidental 

within the period of the Judges, it offers a stark contrast to the negative perspective of Israelite faith offered there – 

where they were abandoning the faith for other gods. The story portrays Ruth acting out of loyalty and embracing 

Yahweh, denouncing other gods, even as that which becomes the Davidic line hovers on the brink of extinction. 

 Hill & Walton , A Survey of the Old Testament 

Covenant Themes  

 Kinsmen Redeemer (go’el) 

 Hesed: covenant loyalty 

 KJV – “mercy”  

 NASB – “Loving-kindness”  



Kinsmen Redeemer  

 Levirate Marriage: 

 If a man died without having a son, his brother was obligated to bear a son by his widow. That son would 

thereafter be considered the heir to the dead brother’s household. In this way families could not easily die out.  

 Land redemption laws (Lev. 25:25-31, 47-55): 

 Land sold could be bought back by a relative so as to keep the land in the family. Both the land law and the 

levirate marriage were intended to preserve family and land – covenant matters of the first degree. 

 Go’el provided the means by which jeopardized covenant blessings could be regained – an appropriate metaphor for 

God’s grace. 

Hesed  

 Ruth is a book of hesed on both the human and the divine levels. 

 Ruth to Naomi (1:16-17) 

 Boaz’s favor (2:12) 

 Boaz to Naomi (2:20) 

 Premise for discussion between Boaz and Ruth (3:9-13) 

 The Lord’s beginning in (1:8-9) and culminating in (4:14) 

 Titus 3:4  

1 & 2 Samuel  

Authorship  

 Traditional 

 based on the fact that Samuel wrote the books (as well as Judges and Ruth), completed by Gad the Seer and 

Nathan the Prophet to include Samuel’s death 

 Deuteronomistic school completed the book in the 5th or 7th century 

 written post exile in a way to inspire the returning Jews for the re-establishment of the nation 

 Two Source Theory: The same Pentatuchal Documents 

 J Source and the E Source 

 Three Source Theory:  

 J, E, and L Source – including the pentatuchal sources. 

 Saga-Cycle Theory: Tradition historical school 

Purpose  



 The purpose of the books of Samuel is to tell the story of the establishment of the kingship covenant with David. God’s 

plan was to have an earthly king who would give a good example of what God’s kingship was like. David is shown to be 

the legitimate choice of God, but also is shown to have been at times an obstacle rather than an instrument of God’s 

rule. 

 Hill & Walton  

Major themes  

 Ark of the Covenant 

 Kingship 

 Davidic Covenant 

 Assessment of Saul 

 Assessment of David 

 God’s Presence 

 God’s presence with David as he battled Goliath is expanded into his presence with David and his line as 

appointed kings. His presence is restored to a central position as the ark is brought into Jerusalem.  

Outline  

 The Shiloh Traditions (1 Sam. 1:1 - 4:1a) 

 The Ark Narrative (1 Sam. 4:1b – 7:1)  

 The Institution of the Monarchy (1 Sam 7:2-12:25) 

 The Reign of Saul (1 Sam 13 – 15) 

 David’s Rise to Power (1 Sam 16:1 – 2 Sam. 5:10) 

 David’s Successes (2 Sam. 5:11 – 9:13) 

 David’s Failures (2 Sam. 10 – 24)  

The Ark of the Covenant  

 One of the most important religious artifacts in Israel. 

 Under Moses: Yaweh’s Presence 

 Even so, the footstool of the Throne 

 The successful installation of the Ark in Jerusalem by David signified the Lord’s approval of the new era and his favor 

on David. 

 Read Psalm 78:54-72 

Doublets in Samuel  

 Two announcements of the end of the house of Eli (1 Sam 2:27-36, 1 Sam 3:10-18) 



 one is an unnamed man and the second was Samuel’s vision during the night 

 Two announcements that God had rejected Saul  

 (1 Samuel 13:14, 1 Samuel 15:23) 

 Saul’s meeting of David  

 (1st as a harp player, then again as a giant slayer) 

 Identity of the person of Goliath  

 (1 Sam 17:30 – David; 2 Sam 21:19 - Elhanan)  

Positive/Negative views of the monarchy  

 The alternating (positive/negative) structure is first and foremost historically accurate. 

 Views and responses alternated back and forth. 

 Secondly it was a complex development and are thus reflected. 

“Problems” with the Monarchy  

 “like all the nations” (vv. 5, 20)  Lev. 18:3 

 “You shall not walk in their statutes” (see Lev. 20:23) 

 -Looking to the king instead of the Lord 

 -A conscripted army 

 -Expansion of bureaucracy (v. 13) 

 -Violation of the laws of ancestral land (v. 14); 

 see Num. 27; 36; Deut. 19:14; 1 Kings 21) 

 -Slave labor  

 (vv. 16-17; Ex. 21:2-11;Lev. 25:39-43; Deut. 15: 12-18; Jer. 35:13-14). 

 -Looking to the king for deliverance, instead of to the lord (vv. 19-20; Deut. 20:1, 4) 

 -Dynastic succession 

Incorporated into the covenant  

 God institutes the primacy of the role of “prophet” (seer) 

 Early v. Late Israeli Prophetic Tradition 

 Seer became Prophet 

 Groups of prophets became individuals standing alone 

 More music in the early period 



 There was enough in common that the two were still identified together: Contrast with continuity 

 Yahweh choose the King 

Saul’s rise to the throne  

 Private anointing at Ramah (10:1) 

 Public anointing at Mizpah (10:17-27) 

 Leadership in battle at Jabesh-gilead (11:1-11) 

 Public proclamation/renewal at Gilgal (11:12-15) 

Seven steps to suicide  

 Disobedience in offering Samuel’s sacrifice  

 A foolish vow (ch. 14) – the continued battle with the Philistenes, “cursed be the man who eats food before evening” 

(not everyone would know about it, food gives strength) 

 Failure to destroy the devoted things  

 “an evil spirit” from the Lord terrorized Saul 

 Attempted murder of David 

 Murder of 85 innocent priests (1 Sam. 22:18)  

 Falls on his sword  

Evil spirit! What happened at En-dor?  

1 Sam. 28 

 The medium actually raised Samuel (unlikely that an unbeliever can have power over the soul of a dead saint) 

 A demon appeared, disguised as Samuel (unlikely that a demon would confirm God’s word) 

 God raised Samuel, though it seemed like the medium did it (put’s God in the position of violating His own law in 

utilizing a medium) 

 It was a hoax (she presented no new information, only what had already been said) 

 It is an allegory (Origen) it’s typological of the power of Christ to transcend life and death 

 It is impossible to know what happened 

David reigns in hebron  

 Abner installs Ish-boseth in Israel 

 David anointed King of Judah, ultimately King of Israel 

 Establishes throne at Jerusalem 

 On the border of north and south 



 Not associated with either north or south 

 David had the opportunity to conquer it 

 Easy to defend and hard to attack 

Old Testament Covenants  

 With Noah and all creation 

 With Abraham 

 With Moses and Israel  

 With David 

 New covenant  

Davidic covenant  

 Fulfilled During David’s Life 

 A Great Name 

 A Place for the People 

 Rest 

 Fulfilled After David’s Death 

 A House 

 A Seed 

 A Kingdom 

 Michael A. Grisanti  

 

  



10 Nov 2013 – BBC – Tony Reynoso 

A Survey of 1-2 Kings and 1-2 Chronicles Up to the Fall of Israel and Judah 
 
The Importance of Leadership 
The Importance of Obedience 
 

About  1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles 

 1 and 2 Kings were originally one book and formed a part of a larger book known as the Kingdoms 
o 1 and 2 Samuel were 1 and 2 Kingdoms; 1 and 2 Kings were known as 3 and 4 Kingdoms 
o It seems that 1 and 2 Kings were written soon after the fall of Jerusalem (586 BC) and appended/updated to its 

current for with latter parts of 2 Kings 25 no later than 550 BC 
o These books were grouped with “The Prophets” in the Hebrew Canon 
o Focus is to evaluate Israel’s history according to the principles given in Deuteronomy (cf. Deuteronomy 28) 
o Givens a history of the kings of Judah and Israel 

 1 and 2 Chronicles have been traditionally grouped with Ezra and Nehemiah 
o Chronicles was written well after Kings (post exilic) 
o 1 and 2 Chronicles originally one book were grouped with “The Writings” in the Hebrew Canon 
o Focus is on God’s house in Jerusalem which God has set His name forever (2 Chronicles 7:16) 
o Idealizes the reigns of David and Solomon 
o Only gives the history of the kings of Judah 

 Does mention Ahab in context to his relationship with Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 18) 
 
 
A Quick Review of How the Nation of Israel Got to this point 
They ask for a king 
Saul 1 Samuel 10-31 
David 2 Samuel 1 – 1 Kings 2:10 
 
Key Passage:  1 Kings 2:1-4 
1 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son. 
2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, act like a man, 3 and observe what the LORD your God 
requires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and regulations, as written in the Law of 
Moses. Do this so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you go 4 and that the LORD may keep his promise to me: ‘If 
your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to 
have a successor on the throne of Israel.’ 
 
Context: 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 – God’s guidelines for an Israelite King 

14 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, “Let 
us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” 15 be sure to appoint over you a king the LORD your God chooses. He must 
be from among your fellow Israelites. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not an Israelite. 16 The king, moreover, 
must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD 
has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.” 17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must 
not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. 

18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the 
Levitical priests. 19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God 
and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 20 and not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and 
turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 

In other words … Don’t be like other nations! 
 



1 Samuel 8:6-20 Samuel’s warning to the people and their stubbornness. 

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD told him: 
“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected Me as their King. 8 As 
they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are 
doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will 
claim as his rights.” 

10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will 
reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will 
run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to 
plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take 
your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and 
give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 
16 Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle[c] and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth 
of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you 
have chosen, but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other 
nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

In other words they will be ruled like other nations and face the same type of rulers that other nations have. 
 

 The opening chapters of 1 Kings outlines Solomon’s succession and his building of the temple 

 2 Chronicles idealizes this rule with no mention of his relationship with Bathsheba or his idolatry; The Chronicles focus 
a lot on the temple, proper temple worship and the Levitical role in the lives of the nation of Israel 

 The Holman Bible Dictionary lists four purposes of the Chronicles 
o Primary  purpose is to show God’s control of history to fulfill His desire to dwell among His people  

 The tabernacle (David) and the Temple (Solomon) symbolize this desire 
 This is ultimately fulfilled through Jesus Christ the King of Kings and if the writer of Chronicles could 

have completed his genealogy the “Son of David”  
o Secondly to show God’s choice of a person and a people to build His house 

 Remember the words in Deuteronomy 17:15; Jesus is the King of God’s choosing 
o Thirdly to show that God must be approached in a manner that acknowledges His Holiness (Leviticus 10:3, 1 

Chronicles 13:9-10, 1 Chronicles 15:130 
o Fourth – to encourage God’s people to work together to build God’s house 

 Today this is the Church through Christ and we as believers are its priests (1 Peter 2:5,9) 

 The Books of Kings after recording the reigns of Solomon is really a study in contrast 
o The author of Kings never records a king of Israel as “good” 
o The kings of Judah have a mix of “good” and “bad” kings 

 Manasseh  was recorded as “bad” in 2 Kings but repentant in 2 Chronicles 

 How true of all of us as followers!  
o Weaved throughout these books and the recorded history of the good and bad kings is the sovereignty of God 

and the blessings and curses associated with the Sinaitic/Mosiac Covenant 
 It is also a display of God’s patience and mercy.  The Northern Kingdom lasted nearly 209 years in spite 

of nearly immediate idolatry and rebellion toward God with none of its 19 kings being listed as “good” 
 The Southern Kingdom shows times of prosperity during the “good” kings and troubled times during 

the “bad” kings 
o Though the people either suffered or prospered based on their leadership, they were not without personal 

account 
 The individual widows ministered to by Elijah (1 Kings 17) and particularly the Shunammite woman 

who sought out and found Elisha would be blessed (2 Kings 4:8-37) 
o The Books of Kings also keys in on the power of the one true God (Yahweh) vs. the false idols (Baal) 

 This is played out in the lives of the “non-writing” prophets of Elijah and Elisha.  From Hill’s and 
Walton’s “A Survey of the Old Testament” – “…the biographies of Elijah and Elisha stand as 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%208&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7386c


monuments to uncompromised faith in Yahweh as the God of the Israelites (cf. 1 Kings 18:16-18).  
They served as living testimonies of God’s covenant faithfulness to Israel and his supremacy over the 
Canaanite storm god Baal.” (pg. 293)  The table below (also from Hill and Walton) show how Elijah and 
Elisha’s ministry refute the power conferred upon him by the Caananites and the Israelites that 
worshipped him. 

Baal vs. Yahweh 

Baal as storm god, controls the rains 
Elijah commands drought (1 Kings 
17:1) 

Baal ensures agricultural fertility and 
bountiful harvests 

Israel experiences famine and drought, 
yet Elijah and Elisha provide grain and 
oil miraculously (2 Kings 4:1-7, 42-44 

Baal controls lighting 
Elijah commands fire from heaven in 
the name of Yahweh (1 Kings 18:38; 2 
Kings 1:10-12; 2:11 

Baal controls life and death 
Elijah and Elisha heal and raise the 
dead in the name of Yahweh (1 Kings 
17:7-24; 2 Kings 4:8-37; 5:1-20) 

 
 

o Jesus also stands in contrast to those who oppose God and refused to seek him out and listen in obedience 
 He replicates many of the miracles of displayed by Elijah and Elisha  
 He demonstrates his power over nature (Luke 8:22-25) 
 He demonstrates his power of evil spirits (Luke 8:26-29) 
 He demonstrates his power over death itself (Luke 8:40-56) 

 This is ultimately demonstrated by His resurrection (Luke 24:1-8) 

 These four books ultimately display for us the sovereignty of God throughout history 

 They show us that obedience indeed matters 

 They also show us the actions of the leaders appointed to rule of a people also affects the wellbeing of the leaders and 
the people themselves (yes, character does count!) 

 They also show us that even the best of human leaders fall short of God’s standard 
o Ultimately this should highlight for us the need for God’s redemptive and restorative act displayed on the cross 

 

  



Penalties and Promises 

Hook  

Poor Priorities  When God’s People Sin  Patient and Persistent Pleading 

Powerless Protection Precipitous Punishment 

Promises of Positive  

 

Book – various 

Look 

Poor Priorities 

 

When the 10 northern tribes of Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and the Dynasty of David, their king, Jeroboam, 

was afraid that the religious ties between the tribes would bring them back together and destroy his reign. As a 

result, he led Israel to break away from the Hebrew faith as commanded by God. Jeroboam set up a parallel religion 

including the worship of golden calves (cf. Exodus 32), non-Levite priests, and holy cities in Dan and Bethel instead 

of Jerusalem (1 Kings 12:26-33). 

His priorities of placing politics before piety doomed Israel. They never had a king whom God considered “good” and 

followed relentlessly after the gods in the cultures around them. In 721 BC, they were destroyed completely by 

Tiglath Pileser III of Assyria.  

Illustration/Discussion/Application   

Do our priorities reflect a focus on God or on something else? 

Patient and Persistent Pleading 

 

Many of the books of the Old Testament, including 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, and 9 of the minor prophets, tell of God’s persistent pleading with His people to turn 

from their wicked ways and return to Him. For over 200 years God sent prophet and prophet to the northern 

kingdom of Israel to try to save them. For over 300 years He did the same to the southern kingdom of Judah. Many 

of the prophets never saw the destruction that they warned their countrymen so faithfully about, but nonetheless 

they obeyed. 

Habakkuk complained loudly to the Lord, asking how long He would allow wickedness to persist in Judah (Habakkuk 

1:1-4). 

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

Do we plead with God to save those around us? Do our hearts break with the sin that we see? Do we want the 

wicked to perish immediately without a chance to repent? 



Powerless Protection 

 

Jeroboam II (786-746 BC) was an unrighteous man (Amos 7:9-11) but he was an effective king, leading Israel to its 

greatest peace and prosperity since the reign of Solomon (2 Kings 13:13-19). The people of Israel trusted in their 

strength and prosperity, but only 25 years after his death, Israel was erased from history. 

In 701 BC the Assyrians who had crushed Israel had also conquered Judah and were besieging Jerusalem. The 

situation seemed hopeless, but God delivered Judah and decimated the Assyrian army with disease. He did it 

because King Hezekiah and the people repented and asked Him for deliverance. Later generations, however, came 

to believe that God delivered them because He did not want His city and His temple destroyed. So when the time 

came to turn back to God to be delivered from the armies of Nebuchadnezzar, Judah refused. Even after their 

destruction by the Babylonians, Judah still trusted in the arm of man, fleeing to Egypt rather than staying in Judah as 

they were commanded.  

Israel and Judah failed because they trusted in things that could not save them rather than trusting in the One who 

could.   

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

What are we trusting in? Is it reliable? Can it deliver? 

Precipitous Punishment 

 

When God finally decided to punish, He did so quickly. Israel collapsed just 25 years after what some historians have 

called their second golden age. Judah was laid waste in 586 BC, only 23 years after the death of one of their greatest 

kings, Josiah (641-609 BC).    

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

Do you have unconfessed sin? Are you rejecting God in some area of your life? Do you think that God and man have 

not yet discovered your wickedness? Do you think that the holy and righteous Lord will ignore your wrongdoing 

forever? 

Promises of Positive 

 

No matter how bad the sin or how severe the punishment, God is merciful. He will always restore His people, giving 

them the wonderful blessings that He promised in the past.  

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

Man is weak and sinful. It is easy to become discouraged, especially when we are buried in guilt for our sin and pain 

from our punishment. However if we truly belong to God, He will eventually restore us. Pain and sorrow last for a 

night but joy comes in the morning.  

Took  



Poor Priorities  When God’s People Sin  Patient and Persistent Pleading 

Powerless Protection Precipitous Punishment 

Promises of Positive  

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Additional Reading – MDHarrisMD.com 

Closing Prayer  

  



24 Nov 2013 – BBC Lesson – Nate Mitchell 

Prayer requests, prayer for class, Holy Spirit to reveal truth as we read scripture, conviction and repentance when 
sin is revealed, for s spirit of Thanksgiving and anticipation for the Advent season 
 
Review memory verses. 
 
Unit 1:  2 Timothy 3:16:  All scripture is God-breathed (inspired by God) and is useful for teaching (to impart 
knowledge or skill), rebuking (to express sharp, stern disapproval), correction (to set or make true, accurate, or right) 
and training (to develop or form the habits, thoughts, or behavior) in righteousness (Character of God). 
 
Unit 9: Ezra 3:11a:  With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: 
 
“He is good; 
    his love toward Israel endures forever.” 
 
Over the last couple of weeks, we’ve seen the highs and lows of Israel’s history.  The highs of Solomon’s early reign 
ultimately broke down as the people turned from obedience to God. 
 
Eventually, Israel divided into a northern and southern kingdom, and finally, both regions fell to outsiders; the 
northern kingdom to Assyria in 722 BC and the southern kingdom as Jerusalem was destroyed by Babylon in 587 BC. 
 
There’s no physical nation of Israel, the temple’s been destroyed, the people have been removed from their land 
and exiled.   
 
Without question, these are some of the lowest times in Israel’s history. 
 
But Jay Wolf, a former pastor here and current pastor at FBC Montgomery, AL says, “God is a God of second 
chances.” 
 
Despite Israel’s rebellion, we’re going to see God’s sovereignty as He uses pagan kings to return the Jewish people 
to their land, rebuild the temple and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
 
We’ll also see in Esther, even though the God’s name is not used in the book, how He provided a queen to a foreign 
king save His people from destruction. 
 
So let’s turn to the book of Ezra and we’ll begin there.  We’ll spend more time in some areas than others, but as you 
complete the study guide during the week, you’ll get a good balance from all the books of this unit. 
 
Regarding the authorship of Ezra and Nehemiah, most scholars believe Ezra wrote both books and may have written 
some of the Chronicles. 
 
Ezra and Nehemiah also go together because the narratives overlap as these books tell the story of the Jewish 
people’s return from exile and resettling in Judah. 
 
Recall Jerusalem fell in 587 BC.  Ezra 1:1 begins in the first year of Cyrus’ rule, around 540-539 BC. 
 
One thing to note, is Ezra is providing a history he didn’t personally experience through chapter six. 
 
And we see in the beginning of the book is God using a pagan king to allow the Jews to return to Israel. 



 
Ezra 1:1:  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord 
moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 
 
2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
 
“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 
temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the 
temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 4 And in any 
locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver and gold, with goods and 
livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’” 
 
Ultimately, 42,360 individuals returned.  But the return wasn’t triumphant.  Remember Jerusalem had been razed 
and the temple destroyed.  By the time of the return, roughly 50 years passed since the exile began. 
 
Turn to Ezra 3.  What’s the first item of worship the Israelites built?  What’s the significance of this being first? 
 
After the altar was completed, work begins on rebuilding the temple.  What’s the reaction of the people in verses 
11 and 12?  What do you think of those extremes? 
 
The builders are offered help by the people that stayed behind during the exile, but Zerubbabel and the rest of the 
returnees reject their help.  Do you understand their motives? 
 
14 years pass between the laying of the foundation and the work on the temple.  The frustrations include getting 
multiple Persian kings involved as well. 
 
Finally the temple is rebuilt in 516 BC, ~70 years after the fall of Jerusalem.  At this time, Ezra enters the story, and 
even though the temple is rebuilt, everything isn’t great. 
 
Turn to chapter nine.  What’s described in the first two verses?  Is this a matter of racial purity?  What’s the 
application today? (2 Corinthians 6:14) 
 
Look at chapter 10.  What’s the solution?  Is this a just solution?  Remember Deuteronomy 7:3-4.  What’s the 
consequence of disobedience?  God shows His mercy in this resolution (113 of 29K families) 
 
Let’s move to Nehemiah for a few minutes. 
 
In our last church, our pastor spent over a year preaching through this book. 
 
Although many people focus on the leadership of Nehemiah as he supervised the rebuilding of the wall around 
Jerusalem, what I clearly saw though the pastor’s teaching are the realities of God’s grace and mercy and His 
steadfast promises. 
 
Briefly setting up the book, Nehemiah is an attendant to King Artaxerxes, and has access to power, privilege and 
comfort. 
 
How does that sound to us? 
 
So Nehemiah asks about the exiles in Jerusalem and he gets a bad report--the walls are down, the gates are burned 
and people are living in disgrace. 
 



Does Nehemiah say “that’s too bad” or “I’ll put them on my prayer list”?  No…he goes to the king and gets his 
support to return and rebuild the walls. 
 
Look at chapter 6:15-16.   
 
Nehemiah under God’s guidance leads the construction of the wall and completes the work in 52 days, and does this 
while at the risk of physical attack and under personal attack by two people, Sanballat and Tobiah. 
 
It took 14 years to finish the temple and 52 days to rebuild the wall--what can we take from this? 
 
God always calls His people to do things that are humanly impossible--God sized!  This example reminds us that 
God’s work is not about us, but about God. 
 
After the wall is finished, Ezra renews the covenant with God.  Turn to chapter eight. 
 
1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to 
bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel. 
 
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up 
of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced 
the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all 
the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 
 
**Don’t be afraid to bring children into worship services.  The Holy Spirit speaks to them 
 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the 
people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
 
12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because 
they now understood the words that had been made known to them. 
 
**When we come to worship, God can break through the noise to convict us and change our hearts and minds.  But 
when we come prepared, we are receptive to His word and ready to change 
 
Let’s jump to chapter nine, because this is the apex of the spiritual zeal of the returnees.  This is from John Piper and 
his website www.desiringgod.org. 
 
In response to the reading of the law, the priests instruct the people to “Stand up and praise the Lord your God, who 
is from everlasting to everlasting.” 
 
And Ezra begins to pray:  “Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 You 
alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that 
is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. 
 
Ezra's Prayer: God's Grace and Israel's Failures   
 
Verses 7–8: You chose Abram from all the peoples and made a covenant with him to give him and his descendents 
the promised land. 
Verses 9–10: You heard the cry of our fathers in Egypt and delivered them with signs and wonders and made a name 
for yourself that has lasted for centuries to this very day. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/


Verse 12: You guided them with pillars of fire and cloud. 
Verse 13: You gave them good statutes and commandments. 
Verse 15: You gave bread from heaven and water from the rock and told them to take the land. 
 
But in spite of all this, verse 16 says, the people acted arrogantly. They became stubborn and refused to listen, and 
tried to go back to Egypt.  
 
But then comes a long list of God's added mercies in spite of Israel's disobedience.  
 
Verse 17: You are a God of forgiveness, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in loving 
kindness; and you did not forsake them. 
Verses 18–19: "Even when they made for themselves a calf of molten metal and said, 'This is your God who brought 
you up from the land of Egypt,' and committed great blasphemies, you, in your great compassion, did not forsake 
them in the wilderness."  
 
The point I want us to see in this prayer is God’s inexhaustible grace that’s the foundation of our covenant with Him.  
 
We are not taking a deep breath this morning and saying: Here goes, I'll give it my best shot. Instead we are saying: 
"With such a God as this, there is hope that I will get the help I need, and when I stumble and repent, he will forgive 
me and have me back. And I will press on in the promises I have made."  
 
Let that sink in as we move on through the prayer.  
 
Not only did God not forsake them because of their sin, he pursued them with goodness and mercy again and again.  
 
Verses 20ff.: You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You gave them manna and water. For 40 years their clothes 
did not wear out. They overcame kingdoms. They entered and possessed the land. They had cities, fertile land, 
houses, cisterns, vineyards, olive groves, fruit trees. And the end of verse 25 sums it up: "They reveled in your great 
goodness."  
 
The response of the people in verse 26: They became disobedient and rebelled against you, and cast your law 
behind their back and killed the prophets and committed great blasphemies.  
 
God's response? Verse 27: Therefore you delivered them into the hand of their oppressors who oppressed them, 
but when they cried to you in the time of their distress, you heard from heaven and according to your great 
compassion, you gave them deliverers who delivered them from the hand of their oppressors.  
 
Again (v. 29): they turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and would not listen.  
 
But again (in v. 30): You bore with them for many years, and admonished them by your Spirit through your 
prophets.  
 
But they would not give ear. So the Lord gives them into exile (v. 30b).  
 
Yet! (this is what I mean by inexhaustible grace) in verse 31 Ezra prays, "In your great compassion you did not make 
an end of them or forsake them, for you are a gracious and compassionate God."  
 
This brings Ezra to his petition—to ask for God's help and deliverance now in Jerusalem where they are in distress 
because of the peoples around them.  
 



Verse 32 begins with NOW—now that we have seen what kind of God you are, help us again. What kind of God are 
you? "Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who dost keep covenant and loving-
kindness"—that's the kind of God you are. GREAT, MIGHTY, AWESOME, COVENANT-KEEPING, LOVINGLY KIND.  
 
Which brings us to the climax in verse 38: "Now because of all this [all what?—all the centuries-long, great, mighty, 
awesome, covenant-keeping, loving work of God—because of all that] we are making an agreement—a covenant—
in writing." 
 
But if you go to the end of the book, the Jews regress again.  And that’s not unique to the Israelites.  We’re like that 
as well. 
 
And our rebellion has a price; our life.  But Christ steps in on our behalf. 
 
At the cross, Jesus carries our sin and rebellion away; He restores us and removes the wrath of God from us. 
 

  



01 Dec 2013 – BBC – Tony Reynoso 

Job and an Introduction to the Psalms 
 
Job – “God on Trial” or “Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?”  
 
“Would you discredit my justice?  Would you condemn me to justify yourself?” – Job 40:8 
 
Background:   
It is believed that the story of Job takes place either during Patriarchal or pre-patriarchal days.  The names of Job’s 
friends appear to have been from Edomite backgrounds, but there is not enough material from this culture to base 
Edom as the setting of the story.  The idea that it is either patriarchal or pre-patriarchal is because he offers and 
conducts the sacrifices to God himself (Job 1:5, 42:8) which would have been forbidden after the Exodus and the 
giving of the Mosaic/Sinaitic Law.  Also the description of Job as a wealthy nomad (Job 1:3) (Holman Bible Dictionary 
– pg. 798)  His story must have been known to the nation of Israel as Ezekiel mentions him as one of the great 
righteous men of Israel along with Noah and Daniel (Ezek 14:14). 
 
Brief Outline:   
Job, described as a righteous man, is allowed by God to suffer at the hands of “the satan” or accuser/adversary.  Hill 
and Walton prefer to use the term “the satan” as the Hebrew text seems to reflect the description of a function 
more than a personal name.  (Job 1-2) 
 
After losing his family and his health, three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) come first to comfort him then, in a 
poor attempt to restore him, encourage him to confess the sin that has brought such calamity upon him and his 
household.  Job in responding to his friends at first laments his existence (so great his suffering) and then defends 
himself as innocent of anything worthy of such suffering at the hands of God.  He moves on to demanding an 
audience with God Himself to redress any accusation of wrong doing.  (Job 4-27) 
 
A fourth member, Elihu, appears and at times agrees with the first three friends, but disagrees at other times.  He 
affirms the retribution principle, but takes a different approach than the other three.  He believes that God may 
allow some to suffer as a way of steering someone away from wrongdoing. He also refutes Jobs doubts about God’s 
governing justly. (Job 32-37) 
 
Suddenly, God appears in a whirlwind not to answer Job’s (or our) questions, but show that His wisdom is beyond 
the reach of humanity or anything else within His creation as can be displayed within His creation itself.  Hill and 
Walton state that  

“The resolution offered by the speeches of God is that his justice must be deduced from his wisdom.  Causes 
of suffering cannot be consistently or accurately deduced, and no one has sufficient wisdom to call God’s 
justice into question.”  (Survey of the Old Testament pg. 413)  (Job 38-41) 

 
Major Themes: 
The Retribution Principle:  This principle as usually stated and understood is if a person is good then good things 
happen to that person; if a person is bad, then bad things happen to that person.  This principle was prevalent in the 
culture of Job and the Israelites, during the time of Jesus and the Pharisees (see John 9 and the healing of the blind 
man), and one could argue, even prevalent today.  The real conflict with the retribution principle is not whether it is 
true, after all doesn’t God guarantee that the wicked will be punished and delight in providing blessings to those 
who are considered by Him to be righteous? 
 
Here we need to take the long view.  We have often seen those who are wicked prosper here on this earth while 
those who seem innocent or even those faithful saints (followers of Christ) suffer.  How do we make sense of this?  



Only belief in an eternal God and just God who will ultimately judge man can reconcile this seeming injustice.  Here 
we must also tread cautiously and remember, we as followers of Christ, are not righteous, but that righteousness is 
imputed upon us.  That is, we are considered righteous because Christ was righteous.  This correlation appears to 
breakdown if our only view is what we experience here on earth.  I think we may get a glimpse that Job has some 
understanding of this as we read the famous passage in Job 19:25-27 
 
Throughout his suffering Job does not lose hope in God (as his wife encourages him to do), though he does struggle 
to understand why he is suffering and even questions/confronts God with cries for help and for specific answers to 
why he is suffering.  He keeps a faith that is not just a faith of acceptance, but one that struggles and eventually is 
strengthened. 
 
The Wisdom, Justice, and Sovereignty of God:  Hill and Walton (Survey of the Old Testament pgs. 415-416) point 
out that we as Christians often see God as omniscient and omnipotent and asks that we consider a contrast of this 
list versus the those attributes that we find within The Writings of the Hebrew Old Testament. 

 Omniscient (all knowing) vs. His infinite wisdom 

 Omnipotence (all powerful) vs. His sovereignty (control and maintenance or holding together of His creation) 
 
They also note that Christians see justice as something they are fortunate not to receive while Job in this book and 
David in many of his Psalms (cf. Ps 69, 94) they seek out justice after perceiving being treated unjustly.  
 
God’s appearance though at first appears harsh with its unanswerable questions, shows that God is not an 
impersonal god who no longer cares for His creation, but a God who cares and still controls (is sovereign).  It is also 
meant to show the limits of our understanding and that God is not compelled to give all the answers that we may 
desire.  We are to trust and have faith that He is in control of all circumstances, even those we cannot understand. 
 
The desire for a mediator:  Almost from the beginning, Job pleads for and even anticipates a mediator to defend 
him before God.  (Job 5:1, 9:33, 16:18-22, 19:25-27, 33:23).  Though given the setting and the timeframe in which 
Job lived, he may not have called out for the Messiah as some of the prophets had anticipated, it seems clear that 
he understood his need for an intercessor between himself and God.  Interestingly, it is God Himself that restores 
Job.   
 
 
The Psalms – Acknowledging Him and Seeking His face.   
 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. – Psalms 148:13 
 
Background:  The psalms are a collection of poetry and hymns found in the third division of the Hebrew Bible known 
as “The Writings”.  It is the first book in this Hebrew Division followed by Proverbs and Job.  It is then followed by a 
group of five called “scrolls” which include the Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, and finally 
Daniel, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. (F.F. Bruce, “The Canon of Scripture” pg. 29) 
 
The assembly of these Psalms appear to have been completed in stages at various times with the final compilation 
as we know it being brought together sometime after the return of the Jews to Jerusalem.   Of the 150 Psalms, all 
but 34 appear to have authors identified with David being attributed as the author of 73.  Others who are named as 
authors include Moses (90), Asaph (50, 73-83), Solomon (72, 127), Heman (88), Ethan (89), and “the sons of Korah” 
(42, 44-49, 84-85, 87). (Hill and Walton, pgs. 420-421) 
 
There is little doubt that the authors of the Psalms were influenced by the styles of their neighbors such as the 
Egyptians and their Semitic neighbors in Mesopotamia and the Near East. 



 
There is little agreement as to how to categorize the different Psalms.  Some of the Psalms do not fit neatly into any 
one category (see Psalms 22 (vs. 1-22) which starts out as a lament and ends with praise (vs. 22-31).  I like the types 
described in the Holman Bible Dictionary (pg.  1149) which categorizes the Psalms into seven general categories: 

1. The Hymn (song of praise) (cf. Ps 8) 
2. Songs of Thanksgiving (cf. Ps 106) 
3. Community Laments (cf. Ps 44) 
4. Individual Laments (cf. Ps 38) 
5. Individual Songs of Thanksgiving (cf. Ps 9) 
6. The Royal Psalms (both earthly kings (cf. Ps 20) and the Heavenly King(cf. Ps 96)) 
7. Wisdom Psalms (cf. Ps 119) 

 
From an editing standpoint the Psalms dating back to the oldest available manuscripts are divided into five books. 
 
Book 1:  1 – 41 
Book 2:  42 – 72 
Book 3:  73 – 89  
Book 4:  90 – 106  
Book 5:  107 – 150  
 
Psalms 1 and 2 serve as an introduction with Psalm 1 (a Wisdom Psalm) being a contrast of the righteous and the 
wicked (this structure is used commonly in Proverbs as well).  This is known as semantic parallelism based on word 
usage and falls under the general category of Rhythm of Thought (Hill and Walton, Pg. 383). 
 
Psalms 150 acts as a fitting conclusion as a call to praise God. 
 
As I like to make a connection with what we have been studying to God’s redemptive plan.  I would like for us to 
look at Psalms 87.   
 
Remember when reading this Psalm the Israelites had always seen themselves as God’s chosen people.  A nation set 
apart by God Himself; and indeed they had.  A look at this Psalm and anyone reading it must have found its words 
revolutionary.  What does it mean to be born in a city or country? – It confers citizenship!  It has been proposed by 
Dr. Ron Allen (Dallas Theological Seminary) that it was this Psalm that Jesus had in mind when he was talking with 
Nicodemus.  Look at the list of those who are to be considered citizens of Zion.   

 Rahab – AKA Egypt former slave masters of Israel 

 Babylon – Destroyers of the city of Jerusalem and dispersed the people of Israel 

 Philistia – The Philistines! Continual tormentors of Israel 
In all cases those listed were Gentiles!  This Psalm is known as a Psalm of Accent and was sang by those making the 
journey to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple.  In this Psalm we see the redemption of a people who were not even 
allowed to enter this place of worship.  Here in this Psalm we see God’s redemptive work being shown to all nations, 
not just those in Israel.  PRAISE GOD! 
 
  



08 Dec 2013 – BBC – Bryan Jones 

Proverbs 

Author:  Solomon spoke 3,000 proverbs according to 1 Kings 4:32 of which about 800 are recorded in the book 

of Proverbs. There are other proverbs by unknown figures throughout the book as well.  (Agur, son of 

Jakeh 30:1) and (King Lemuel 31:1) 

Date:  931 BC with chs. 25-29 being collected by Hezekiah and compiled and edited from 715-686 BC. 

Big Point:  Proverbs provides God’s detailed instructions for His people to deal successfully with the practical 

affairs of everyday life: how to relate to God, parents, children, neighbors, and government.  

 

Message:  The book of Proverbs may be divided into six segments. Proverbs is one of the few biblical books that 

clearly spells out is purpose; to impart moral discernment and discretion (1:3-5) and to develop 

mental clarity and perception (1:2, 6) The “wisdom” of which Proverbs speaks is literally “skill” in 

living. Proverbs deals with the most fundamental skill of all: practical righteousness before God in 

every area of life.  

 

Funny Proverbs:   

-A quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping on a rainy day. Stopping her complaints is like trying to stop the wind or 

trying to hold something with greased hands. – Proverbs 27:15-16 NLT  

-As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. – Proverbs 31:6 

-He who blesses his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it will be counted a curse to him. – Proverbs 

27:14 NKJV 

-Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish. – Proverbs 31:6 NIV 

-It is better to live alone in the desert than with a crabby, complaining wife. – Proverbs 21:19 NLT 

-As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. – Proverbs 26:11 

-Gray is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life. – Proverbs 16:31 

-Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. – Proverbs 21:9 

-Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a woman who shows no discretion. – Proverbs 11:22 

 

Outline of Book: 

1. Purpose of Proverbs (1:1-1:7) 

a. Purpose and Theme 

2. Proverbs to Youth (1:8-9:18) 

a. Father’s Exhortations 

3. Proverbs of Solomon (10:1-24:34) 

a. First Collection of Solomon 

4. Proverbs of Solomon Copied by Hezekiah’s Men (25:1-29:27) 

a. Second Collection of Solomon 

5. Words of Agur (30:1-30:33) 

a. Numerical Proverbs 

6. Words of Lemuel (31:1-31:31) 

a. Virtuous Wife         Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 



Ecclesiastes 

Author:  Traditionally the author is assumed to be Solomon, who is thought to have written it in his old age.  

The pessimistic tone that pervades the book would be in keeping with Solomon’s spiritual state at 

that time (1 King 11) 

Date:  If Solomon is the author, 930 BC, if another writer, than during the time of Ezra 450 BC.  

Big Point:  Ecclesiastes records an intense search for meaning and satisfaction in life on this earth, especially in 

view of all the injustice and apparent absurdities that surround us. The purpose is to demonstrate the 

thesis: “All is vanity.” (1:2) 

 

Message:  The book is a collection of various types of literature, all making the same general point. There are 

wise sayings, “proverbs”, as well as reflective and meditative sections. Over one third of the book is 

poetry, but there are narrative passages as well. The book does end on a positive note that there is a 

God who will hold us accountable for the deeds of our lives. In leaving certain difficult problems 

unsolved, Ecclesiastes poses profound questions regarding the meaning and coherence of life – 

questions that can be answered ultimately only in Jesus, for only Jesus can provide ultimate 

satisfaction, joy, and wisdom.  

 

“All Is Vanity” 

   Godless learning   leads to  cynicism (1:7-8) 

  Godless greatness  leads to sorrow (1:16-18) 

  Godless pleasure  leads to disappointment (2:1-2) 

  Godless labor   leads to hatred of life (2:17) 

  Godless philosophy  leads to emptiness (3:1-9) 

  Godless life   leads to depression (4:2,3) 

  Godless religion  leads to dread (5:7) 

  Godless wealth  leads to trouble (5:12) 

  Godless existence  leads to  frustration (6:12) 

  Godless wisdom  leads to  despair (11:1-8) 

  GODLY FEAR   LEADS TO  FULFILLMENT (12:13-14)  

Outline of Book: 

7. The Thesis, “All is Vanity” (1:1-12) 

a. Introduction of Vanity (1:1-1:4) 

b. Illustrations of Vanity (1:4-1:12) 

8. Proof: “Life is Vain” (1:12-7:1) 

a. Proof from Scripture (1:12-3:1) 

b. Proof from Observations (3:1-7:1) 

9. Counsel: “Fear God” (7:1-12:14)  

a. Coping in a Wicked World (7:1-10:1) 

b. Counsel for Uncertainty (10:1-12:9) 

c. Conclusion: Fear and Obey God (12:9-12:14)  
          Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

Song of Songs/ Song of Solomon/ Solomon’s Song of Songs 



 

Author:  Solomon is the author and this book is seen as one of the 1005 songs he is known to have composed 

(1 Kings 4:32) 

Date:  970-931 BC  

 

Big Point:  This is a love song abounding in metaphors. It depicts the wooing and wedding of a shepherdess by 

King Solomon and the joys and heartaches of wedded love. Book is arranged like scenes in a drama 

with 3 main speakers: the bride, the king, and a chorus.  

 

Message:  There are three basic approaches to understanding this book.  

1. The Allegorical view – understands the book as a poem describing the relationship between God 

and Israel or between Christ and the church. Each detail is seen as symbolic of deeper spiritual 

truth.  

2. The Typological view – understands the book from a historical foundation with some allegory in 

the main outlines but not in the details. Proponents of this view acknowledge the mutual love 

between Solomon and the Shulamite, but go beyond that to consider the divine analogy with its 

more elevated and spiritual meaning as being the more important.  

3. The Literal view – takes the content of the song at face value. The poem is seen as a love song 

expressing human romantic love at its best without spiritual lesson or theological content. This 

view also depicts an ideal love relationship in marriage and so presents a divine theology of 

marriage as expressed in the love between husband and wife in the physical area.  

 

Outline of Book: 

10. The Beginning of Love (1:1-5:2) 

a. Falling in Love (1:1-3:6) 

b. United in Love (3:6-5:2) 

11. The Broadening of Love (5:2-8:14) 

a. Struggling in Love (5:2-7:11) 

b. Growing in Love (7:11-8:14) 

 

 

 

 

  
           Dr. Bryan R. Jones, 2013 

 

  



22 Dec 2013 – Bryan Jones 

JEREMIAH 

Author: Jeremiah (1:1) He dictated his prophecies to his secretary Baruch from the beginning of his ministry.  

Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest and lived about two miles north of Jerusalem in the town of Anathoth. As 

an object lesson to Judah, he was not allowed to marry (16:2).  

Date: 605 BC – Jeremiah 36:1-3 gives us precision of date to the fourth year of Jehoiakim. At this time, Jeremiah was 

commanded by God to write down the prophetic messages he had delivered to the people over the previous twenty 

years.  

Big Point: The book is difficult to arrange chronologically or thematically, but his ultimate message is that 

surrendering to God’s will is the only way to avoid calamity. Israel will face God’s judgment for her rebellion and 

disobedience.   

Message: Jeremiah was called in his youth and was a heartbroken prophet with a heartbreaking message. For 40 

years he proclaims a message of doom to the “stiff-necked” people of Judah. Jeremiah is known as the “weeping 

prophet.” His sympathy and concern for his nation caused him to grieve deeply over the rebelliousness and 

imminent doom of his people. He often desired to resign his office because of the harshness of his message and the 

unfriendly response which it elicited. Jeremiah’s task was to confront a people who were confident in their situation 

even as the peril grew.  

Memorable Verses:  “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and 

the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this 

house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty.” Haggai 2:7-8. 

Unique: Once this temple was rebuilt, the glory of it was greater than before as Jesus himself would enter into it 

when in Jerusalem.  

Outline of Book: 

1. Sermon about conviction (1) 

a. A Rebuke (1:1-6)  - Dissatisfaction 

b. A Reminder (1:7-8) 

c. A Response (1:9-15) - Discipline 

2. Sermon about Courage (2:1-9) 

a. Because of God’s Presence (2:4) 

b. Because of God’s Promise (2:5) 

c. Because of God’s Provision (2:7-8) 

3. Sermon about cleanliness (2:10-19) 

a. Defilement (2:10-14) 

b. Dependency (2:15-19) 

4. Sermon about Consummation (2:20-23) 

 

LAMENTATIONS 



Author: Jeremiah has traditionally been thought to be the author although his name is not in the text. Early church 

fathers such as Jerome agreed Jeremiah was the author, and the similar styles of the writing of Jeremiah and 

Lamentations point to Jeremiah as the author as well.  

Date: 586 BC – shortly after the Fall of the Jerusalem.  

Big Point: Lamentations describes the funeral of a city. A once proud Jerusalem has been reduced to rubble by 

invading Babylonian armies. 

Message: Lamentations is a 5 poem dirge, that the author expresses the deep emotion of one who has seen the 

slaughter of many of his people, the enslavement of others, and the despair of survivors. Each poem comprise a 

chapter and the first four have an acrostic structure following the pattern of the alphabet. That structure is almost 

impossible to reproduce in translation. Jeremiah couples a recognition of human sin and its consequences with 

profound hope in God and prayers that God will lead His people back to Him along the path of sorrow repentance, 

hope and faith.  

Memorable Verses:  

How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! How like a widow is she, who once was great among the nations! 

She who was queen among the provinces has now become a slave. (1:1) 

Those who once ate delicacies are destitute in the streets. Those nurtured in purple now lie on ash heaps. (4:5) 

He has made my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones. (3:4) 

Unique: Sin leads to Suffering (1:8)  

Sorrow leads to Repentance (1:20) 

Prayer leads to Hope (3:19-24) 

Faith leads to Restoration (5:21) 

  

Outline of Book: 

5. Destruction of Jerusalem (Chapter 1) 

a. The City Mourns 

b. Grief 

6. Anger of God (Chapter 2) 

a. Broken People 

b. Cause 

7. Prayer for Mercy (Chapter 3) 

a. Suffering Prophet 

b. Hope 

8. Siege of Jerusalem (Chapter 4) 

a. Ruined Kingdom 

b. Repentance 

9. Prayer for Restoration (Chapter 5) 

a. Penitent Nation 

b. Prayer        Dr. Bryan R. Jones © 2013 

 



29 Dec 2013 – Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel - MDH 

Hook (1110-1115) –  

Word of Responsibility God’s message to us in times of self-inflicted 

disaster  

Word of Repentance and Reform 

Word of Renewal Word Relevant and Repeated 

 

Book (1115) – Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel  

Look (1115-1150)  

Word of Responsibility 

 

For your own sins – Jeremiah 31:29-30, Ezekiel 18:1-20, Daniel 4:10-27, Daniel 5:13-30 

To warn others – Ezekiel 33:1-9 

To share responsibility – Daniel 9:3-11 

To pray for our people – Daniel 9:17-19 

To use our influence to get God’s people into places of service for His work – Jeremiah 26:20-24, Daniel 2:48 

To pray for, comfort and advise our leaders, even those who have harmed us – Daniel 2:49, 11:1 

Illustration/Discussion/Application   

Do we take responsibility for our own sins, our own failures, or do we try to shift the blame to others? 

Additional reading - http://mdharrismd.com/2012/07/17/who-is-responsible/  

Do we recognize that even though others are responsible for their own actions, we often need to share some of the 

blame? Did we warn them? Did we encourage them by our silence, low expectations, or mirth? Do we pray for our 

people? 

Do we treat our leaders as Daniel treated his leaders? Do we have a strategic view, using our influence to get God’s 

people into the right places for His work, or even using our influence to save their lives?  

Word of Repentance and Reform 

 

Jeremiah 26:1-15, Ezekiel 18:30-32, Daniel 4:10-27 

Notably the message from Daniel to Belshazzar in Babylon offers no possibility of repentance and renewal. He had 

failed to learn from his (grand)fathers example and now faced certain destruction.  

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

http://mdharrismd.com/2012/07/17/who-is-responsible/


Yesterday I was feeling anxious about some decisions that my family and I are making, and feeling guilty about my 

anxiety. I prayed for the Lord to forgive me, but even more I prayed for Him to change me. I am tired of struggling 

with the same sins over and over and having to be forgiven again and again. Most people who love the Lord share 

Paul’s frustration in Romans 7; they truly want to be free of sin but struggle with the power.  

God intends for us to know our sin (Psalm 139:23-24), to confess it (1 John 1:9), and then to do what we can to 

change our lives to prevent similar sin in the future (Psalm 101:3, 2 Timothy 2:22). Do we do that, or are we passive 

in our lives regarding sin? A good example is the actions that people take to stop smoking. 

God’s people are never passive about anything. They always move and act, never waiting to be acted upon. Even 

“waiting on the Lord” is active (Isaiah 40:31). 

Word of Renewal 

 

For the exiles in Babylon – Jeremiah 29:5-14 

For Israel - Jeremiah 31:1-17 

For the Gentiles – Daniel 4:10-27 

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

Do we believe that God will renew the church? Do we believe that He will renew our nation? Our world? 

Do we believe that He will renew us? Our families? Our children? Our relationships? Our work lives? Or have we lost 

hope? 

Do we live our lives in the hope, the confident expectation, of the next exciting and wonderful thing that the Lord 

will do in the world, or do we live our lives in dread of what will happen next?  

Word Relevant and Repeated 

 

Jeremiah survived the three wars in 605 BC, 596 BC and 587 BC in which the Babylonians defeated, deported and 

finally destroyed Jerusalem and the Southern Kingdom of Judea. Not only did he survive but he managed to stay in 

his homeland. His mission was to share God’s message with the Jews that remained in Judea and Israel. Even though 

Jeremiah was a prophet focused on the people’s relationship with God, he addressed some political questions as 

well (Jeremiah 42:10-19). 

Ezekiel was from a priestly family and of higher social standing than Jeremiah. Therefore, he was deported from 

Judea in either 605 or 597 BC and spent his life in Babylon. His mission was to share God’s message with the Jews 

that had been exiled to Mesopotamia. 

Daniel was from an aristocratic family and was deported from Judah in 605 BC, after the good king Josiah died and 

Pharaoh Neco installed Jehoiakim on the throne of Judah (Daniel 1:1-7). Therefore, he was probably younger than 

Jeremiah or Ezekiel and spent his life in Babylon and its successor, Persia. His mission was to serve in government to 

protect the Jewish people from oppression at the hands of their Babylonian hosts. Unlike Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 



Daniel does not contain lengthy sermons and theological teachings. Instead it describes the events of the day and 

the life of a firm believer in Jehovah as he deals with them.  

Note that no matter where God’s people were, there was always a faifthful witness willing and able to minister to 

the Lord’s chosen people. These leaders were given messages and placed in positions where they could accomplish 

His work.  

Illustration/Discussion/Application 

God had the right men at the right time and in the right way meeting the needs of His people. He protected them 

spiritually and physically/politically.  

Who is God using us to meet their needs? Are we doing it? Are our actions meaningful to them? Have we told them 

what God is calling us to do on their behalf?  

Are we providing the material and political assistance that they need as well?  

Took (1150-1200)  

Word of Responsibility God’s message to us in times of self-inflicted 

disaster  

Word of Repentance and Reform 

Word of Renewal Word Relevant and Repeated 

 

Verdict – What do you want them to DO as a result of the truths they have just received? 

Open discussion to address this question. 

Closing Prayer 

  



05 Jan 2014 - Bible Boot camp – The Minor Prophets – Tony Reynoso 

Before we get into the specifics of the Minor Prophets, I believe it would be profitable (no pun intended) to take a look at and 
study the purpose of the prophet and prophetic literature in general. 
 
Prophets are messengers.  They are one’s who speak on behalf of another.  As an example Exodus 7:1 speaks of Aaron being a 
prophet to Moses.  
 
Each of the prophets of Israel came with a message from God that he was called to convey to those for whom the message was 
intended.  Note that in the Old Testament, there are occasions when the intended recipients were not the Hebrew people (e.g. 
Jonah and Obadiah). 
 
It is also important to note that when reading the prophets that focus should be placed on the message being given.  It is 
pointed out in Hill and Walton’s “Survey of the Old Testament” that many readers too often focus on the visions versus the 
actual message.  That confusion can be caused by looking for symbolic meaning in every aspect of a prophets’ vision(s) 
therefore losing any hope of gaining wisdom or understanding from the actual message being conveyed. 
 
Additionally, we often lose the message the prophet is conveying by trying to find or determine the if/when of its fulfillment. 
Again Hill and Walton note that each prophecy was meaningful to those who heard it as soon as it was proclaimed (Hill and 
Walton, pg. 509) 
 
As such, it should be also understood the messages of the prophets often had immediate/near term fulfillments (primary 
meanings) which were intended for the immediate audience, while also having a fuller fulfillment through the revelation of 
God and the Holy Spirit at a later date (Plenary meaning).  An excellent article regarding this topic was written by F.F. Bruce  
(see http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/plenary-sense_bruce.pdf). 
 
Hill and Walton list four categories of Prophetic Oracle 
 

Oracular Categories Description Pre-exilic Emphasis Post-exilic Emphasis 

Indictment Statement of the 
offense 

Focus primarily on 
idolatry, ritualism, and 
social justice* 

Focus on not giving 
proper honor to the 
Lord 

Judgment Punishment to be 
carried out 

Primarily political and 
projected for near 
future 

Interprets recent or 
current crises as 
punishment 

Instruction  Expected response Very little offered; 
generally return to God 
by ending wicked 
conduct 

Slightly more offered; 
more specifically 
addressed to particular 
situation 

Aftermath Affirmation of future 
hope or deliverance 

Presented and 
understood as coming 
after an intervening 
period of judgment 

Presented and 
understood as 
spanning a protracted 
time period 
Religious: Now 
Socioeconomic: 
Potential 
Political: Eventual 

 (Hill and Walton, Figure 27.3, pg. 510) 
 
*NOTE:  The term social justice has been heard a lot in today’s political climate.  I am careful to note, that from a biblical 
perspective social justice refers to and involves the defending of human rights, the preventing of exploitation of others, and 
the aiding of the more vulnerable members of society.  The Bible and Mosiac/Siniac Law expressly forbid such as well as Jesus’ 
own command that we love our neighbor as ourselves.  It reminds us that there will always be poor but we were to be kind 
and generous (Deuteronomy 15:11).   This does not mean that we indulge the sluggard/lazy.  Proverbs full of verses that 
condemn the lazy with condemnation that they would go hungry(c.f. Proverbs 20:4)  and even the poor who are able are to 
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work for their food (Leviticus 19:9-10, 2 Thessalonians 3:10).  What is not described in the bible is any form of coercive effort 
to take from one person who is materially successful and give their belongings to another.  In fact, the Bible expressly teaches 
impartiality to the poor and rich alike (Deuteronomy 10:17; Leviticus 19:15; James 2) 
 

Tips for Reading 
 

1. Think of prophecy as a syllabus explaining the outworking of God’s Plan rather than a simple prediction 
2. Be careful to distinguish between the message of the prophecy and the fulfillment of the prophecy. 
3. The first step in interpreting a prophetic oracle is to identify to which category it belongs. 
4. A vision is not the message but the occasion for the message. 
5. The prophet’s message is not hidden in uninterpreted symbols 

(Hill and Walton, pg. 514) 
 
As we begin discussing what is referred to as “The Minor Prophets” it should be noted that minor is not a signifier of their 
importance, but as to the length of their writings/oracles as compared to Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel.  Instead of going 
through the prophets in the order laid out in the Bible, I will go through them in order of chronology, at least the order of 
chronology as recognized by most scholars.  
 
 

Hosea 
 
Hosea‘s ministry takes place “during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of 
Jeroboam son of Jehoash”  which would place his ministry  793 – 753 B.C.   He was also a contemporary of Isaiah and Amos.  
His focus is on the unfaithfulness of Israel in their covenant relationship with God.  The prophecies of Hosea are famous for his 
real marriage situation symbolizing the adulterous nature of Israel’s unfaithfulness toward God.  The prophets often likened 
God’s covenant with Israel to that of marriage (c.f. Jeremiah 31:32, Ezekiel 16:8, Malachi 2:14) As such, idolatry is described by 
such terms as harlotry, unfaithfulness, or prostitution.  Throughout Hosea God repeatedly warns Israel that he will judge his 
people for their idolatry.  
 
In addition to the symbolism of Hosea’s marriage is those of the names of his children born of the marriage.  The first son 
Jezreel is a name associated with a number of bloody events throughout Israel’s history.  His second child, a daughter is named 
Lo-Ruhamah which means “not loved” symbolizing the fact that mercy would no longer be shown to the northern kingdom as 
it had been worshiping idols for the entire 200 years of its existence.  Hosea’s third child, Lo-Ammi  whose name means “not 
my people”.  This is a devastating announcement as since the establishment of the Mosaic covenant God declared that He 
would be their God and they would be His people (Leviticus 26:12). (Kaminski, pgs. 147-150) 
 
Key Verse:  Hosea 6:6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 

Amos 
 
Amos states that he is called by God “Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash[a] was king of Israel.” (Jeroboam 
II) which would place his ministry between 793 – 753 B.C.  He is considered a prophet of the Northern Kingdom, though he 
speaks judgment against Israel’s neighbors Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab as well as Judah (Amos 1:3 – 2:5).  
He was a contemporary of Hosea who was also a prophet sent to the Northern Kingdom.  Amos reminds Israel that they are 
God’s chosen people and as such should not only expect blessings but also discipline.  This is reminiscent of Proverbs 3:11-12 
and Hebrews 12:4-11. 
 
Amos appears to have two specific sins to which he is called to address before Israel.  The first is the taking advantage of the 
poor and needy in spite of the wealth of the northern kingdom during that time (social justice*).  The second is its religious 
hypocrisy in its worshiping both the Lord and false gods. (Amos 3:1-6:14)  Here I would note that Christ also taught against the 
inability to serve two masters (Matthew 6:24) (Kaminski, pgs. 151-153) 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019:9-10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203:10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2010:17&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019:15&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%202&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2031:32&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2016:8&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%202:14&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2026:12&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22366a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.%203:11-12%20&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2012:4-11&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206:24&version=NIV


Key Verse: Amos 5:14-15 Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say 
he is. 15 Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of 
Joseph. 
 

Jonah 
 
The book of Jonah is unique amongst the minor prophets as its focus is primarily on the story of the prophet himself vs. the 
message of God has given him to deliver.  The dating of his ministry is difficult as there is little internal evidence given such as 
the naming of the reigning kings or significant historical events within the book itself.  Other than the book of Jonah, he is 
mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25 as having prophesied about the regaining of territory once lost by Israel during the reign of 
Jeroboam the II so it is likely that it took place at least before 753 B.C. 
 
Here is demonstrated the acknowledged mercy of God.  Jonah attempts to flee from God not out of fear of his calling, but 
knowing that since God is merciful, he would forgive the people of Nineveh if they repented.  As in Job, this story is one that 
struggles with the justification of the ways of God (theodicy).  But unlike Job’s focus on why bad things happen to good people, 
here it is turned on its head asking “How can God show mercy on such wicked people?” 
 
Key Verse:  Jonah 3:10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring 
on them the destruction he had threatened. 
 

Micah 
 
Micah was a prophet in the southern kingdom who preached/prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (740 
-686 B.C.) and was a contemporary of Isaiah.  He is one of the few prophets to explicitly state his purpose.  “But as for me, I am 
filled with power, with the spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin” 
– Micah 3:8 (Hill and Walton, pg. 641) 
Micah’s message is a message of judgment and although he prophecy’s the fall of Samaria (Micah 1:6-7) he is called to show 
the people of Judah (the southern kingdom) their sins which include injustice, bribery, false scales, deception, and bloodshed.  
These distortions of justice is explicitly forbidden by God and His law given to Israel (Deuteronomy 27:19, 25) and for they 
would be judged.  (Kaminski, pgs. 189-191) 
 
In Micah we see the prophecy that gives answer to Herod’s question of where the Messiah would be born (Micah 5:2). 
 
In answer to what I believe is one of the primary questions of those who acknowledge the existence of the Creator, Micah 
gives this response:   
 
Key Verse:  Micah 6:8 “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” 
 

Zephaniah 
 
Zephaniah’s ministry takes place during the reign of Josiah which places his ministry between 640 – 609 B.C.  He is a prophet of 
the southern kingdom and the focus of his message is on “the day of the Lord”.  He opens with the announcement of God’s 
judgment on all of the earth.  The day of the Lord is often associated with God’s judgment and this should be kept in mind 
when reading this as well as other prophets who use this terminology.   
 
Throughout the book of Zephaniah his message is particularly focused on Jerusalem and reminds Judah that “the Lord is 
righteous” and that He will bring justice including bringing righteous judgment against Jerusalem, despite the fact that this is 
the city in which His name dwells. 
 
Key Verse:  Zephaniah 2:3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger. 
 

Nahum 
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Nahum’s message is against Nineveh and is a message of impending destruction.  This prophetic message comes over a 
hundred years after Jonah’s ministry.  Though there is no mention of any of the kings of Judah, there is some internal evidence 
that allows for a general dating of this book.  Since it is prophesying the fall of Nineveh which didn’t occur until 612 B.C., and 
indicates that the city of Thebes had already fallen (Nahum 3:8) which took place in 663 B.C., it is safe to date his ministry 
between these times.  (Kaminski, pg. 206) Hill and Walton date the book between 655 – 650 B.C. (Hill and Walton, pg. 654) 
 
Key Verses:  Nahum 1:2-3, 6-7 The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The 
Lord takes vengeance on his foes and vents his wrath against his enemies. 3 The Lord is slow to anger but great in power; the 
Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his feet.  Who 
can withstand his indignation? 6Who can endure his fierce anger? His wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered 
before him. 7 The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him,…” 
 

Habakkuk 
 
Though again there is no direct reference to date the message of Habakkuk, most date it between 640 – 626 B.C. though some 
extend the date it as late as 605 B.C.  Given the first date range, this would make Habakkuk a contemporary of Jeremiah.  The 
main purpose of Habakkuk deals with the sovereignty of God.  It begins with a complaint (prayer?) from Habakkuk concerning 
injustice.   c.f. Habakkuk 1:4 the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is 
perverted. 
 
In answer God tells Habakkuk that he will bring judgment in the form of the Babylonians.  This is perplexing to Habakkuk and 
he finds no satisfaction in the fact that one wicked country will come as judgment upon Judah.  Though in this he shows 
amazing faith; in verses 3:17-18 he states “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”  This is echoed by the writer of Hebrews 11:1-2. 
 
Key Verse:  Habakkuk 2:20 The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him 
 

Joel 
 
The dating of Joel’s ministry appears to be one of the more controversial in biblical academia.  Some argue that it occurs 
before the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.  Though no specific dates are given he prophecies the impending attack against 
Jerusalem by  “the northern horde” which some interpret as the Babylonians who attacked Jerusalem in 605, 597, and 586 B.C.  
(Kaminski, pg. 208).  Others argue a post-exilic dating since Joel 3:1-2 talks of the scattering of Israel as though it was in the 
past and there is no reference to idolatry which was typical amongst the pre-exilic prophets.  (Hill and Walton, pg. 597) Like 
Zephaniah, he speaks of “the day of the LORD”.  Like Hosea (Northern Prophet) and Jeremiah (Southern prophet and potential 
contemporary) he pleads with Judah to turn to repent and turn to the Lord.  What is interesting is that the offense for which 
the people must repent is not mentioned. 
 
Of note is the fact that Peter quotes Joel’s prophecy in found in 2:28-32 during the day of Pentecost  described in Acts 2.  
 
Key Verses:  Joel 2:12 – 14 “Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.”  13 Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.  14 Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave 
behind a blessing…” 
 

Obadiah 
 
There is no internal information for the dating of the message of Obadiah.  However, it is known historically that Jerusalem fell 
in 586 B.C. and that by the time of Malachi’s ministry (between 500 – 450 B.C.) the Edomite kingdom was in ruins so it is safe 
to date his oracle between 586 – 500 B.C.  The purpose of Obadiah is to pronounce divine judgment against the nation of 
Edom for their role in assisting the Babylonians in the conquest of Judah, and to announce the future divine restoration of the 
people of Israel.  (Hill and Walton, pg. 619)   
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Obadiah first condemns the pride and cruelty of the Edomites during the fall of Jerusalem and that it these acts would not go 
unpunished (vv. 2-9).  He then addresses the godly remnant of Israel and assures them of the triumph of righteousness over 
wickedness (vv. 15-16).  Finally throughout his oracle we are reminded of God’s complete sovereignty.  
 
Key Verse:  Obadiah 15 “The day of the Lord is near for all nations.  As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will 
return upon your own head. 
 

Haggai 
 
Haggai is said to have been “raised up” during the second year of Darius which would place the beginning of his ministry at 520 
B.C.  We also know through the dating internal to his oracle that it covers a four month period.   
 
Haggai is brought forth to encourage those who have returned to resume the rebuilding of God’s temple.  The Key verse I have 
chosen seems to foreshadow Christ’s words when He encourages us to seek first His Kingdom (Matthew 6:33).  Though 
physically the temple being built will not have the splendor of the first (Ezra 3:12 records that those who remember Solomon’s 
temple weep at the site of the second due to its lack of splendor) God states that the second would be greater than the first.  
How could this be?  Perhaps it is because this temple is the one in which Christ Himself steps foot in! 
 
Key Verse:  Haggai 1:9 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” 
declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 
 

Zechariah 
 
Zechariah was a contemporary of Haggai whose ministry took place between 520 - ? B.C.  There is little dispute that the first 8 
chapters were written between 520 – 518 B.C. with the remaining being written “later”.  Zechariah, like Haggai, encourages 
the rebuilding of the temple, but he also delivers a message of a future king-priest.  Zechariah has more to say about the 
messianic shepherd-king than any other Old Testament book except Isaiah (Hill and Walton, pg. 695)   
 
Zechariah announces that one day the Lord Himself will arise to defend his people.  He tells of the Davidic King entering 
Jerusalem “riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9) This prophecy is seen as so important that all four gospels record it.   
 
Another central theme in Zechariah is that the God of Israel will be King over all the earth.  Remember this is a radical thought 
amongst the people of Israel.  It is even radical amongst the Apostles of Christ who are astounded that gentiles receive Christ 
and are indwelled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10, specifically Acts 10:44-47).  Paul on several occasions calls it a mystery. 
 
Key Verse:  Zechariah 2:11 “Many nations will be joined with the Lord in that day and will become my people. I will live among 
you and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you.” 
 

Malachi 
 
Malachi is the last prophet of the Old Testament with a date somewhere between 515 – 458 B.C.  The predominant theme of 
Malachi is Israel’s covenant relationship with God and its ramifications. 
 
He specifically calls for Israel to  

 turn away from insincere worship to joyful sacrifice and praise (Malachi 1:6-14) 

 the condemnation of divorce (Malachi 2:10-16) 

 The judgment of sin/injustice  (Malachi 3:5) 

 correct the abuses associated with the tithe and temple sacrifices (Malachi 3:6-12) 
(Hill and Walton, pg.  ) 
 
The people have come out of exile, have rebuilt the temple, and now await their full restoration as a nation ruled by the 
Lord/Messiah.  Malachi reminds the people of Israel that the problem is not God’s justice, but their own unfaithfulness.  
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Malachi tells them that the Lord will come, but it will involve a purifying judgment; a refiner’s fire (Malachi 3:2) and therefore it 
is important that they repent before this coming. 
 
In the midst of this Malachi, like Isaiah before him, state that before the coming of the Lord, a messenger will come before him 
(Malachi 3:1) and identifies that messenger as Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6) 
 
Key Verses:  Malachi 3:16-18 17 “On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will 
spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not. 
 

What they all have in common 
 
The restoration of God’s people!  They all expect a restored relationship between God and His people.  We are His and we will 
dwell with Him forever Oh Glorious Day! 
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