
Matthew 
 
Matthew was a tax collector in Judah, also named Levi.  He was called by Jesus to be a disciple, and an eye witness 
of the events about which he writes.  
 
Genealogies in the Bible 
 
1. Genesis 5 – Adam to Noah.  The idea of the image of God, and having children in one’s own image is prominent, 

people’s lives very long antediluvian, Enoch, the first man who do not die.  

2. Genesis 10 – Introduces the descendents of Noah 

3. Genesis 11 – Traces Noah to Abram.  After the flood, life spans markedly decrease over several generations, 

mentions only Sarai and Milcah 

4. Exodus 6 – Introduces the leaders of Israel at the time of the Exodus.  Mentions only Jochebed (Moses’ mother), 

life spans decreased from Genesis 

5. Numbers 1 – a roster for war including numbers of warriors in the Tribes 

6. Numbers 26 – another roster for war, after the 40 years of wandering and just before the Israelites invaded the 

Promised Land 

7. Ruth 4:18-22 – no women mentioned, introduces the ancestors of David 

8. 2 Samuel 3:2-5 – David’s descendants by wife, shows the blessings of God on the House of David compared to 

the weakening of the House of Saul. 

9. 1 Chronicles 1-9 –prominent persons mentioned, both evil (Er, Achar, Manasseh) and good, including many 

women.  Other prominent but disobedient people (i.e. Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu, Lev 10:1-2) are 

purposefully excluded.   God specifically promises to blot out the memory of certain groups/individuals (Ex 

17:14, Haman the Agagite/Amalekite) 

Matthew 1 
 

V1 - “Jesus the Messiah” - Written to convince the Jews that Jesus was the legitimate heir of King David and Father 

Abraham, typical Jewish style very unlike modern Western writing. 

1. Modern equivalent - Mark the Doctor, the son of Ron, the son of Warren. 

2. “Christ” in Greek is “anointed one” or “Messiah” in Hebrew, a title, not a name.  

3. In Jewish culture, titles and origins were very important – emphasis on Christ, son of Abraham and son of David.  

Most cultures throughout history, including in the modern times, agree.   

VV 2-4 – Judah, the 4th son of Leah (the unloved wife of Jacob), was chosen by God to be an ancestor of the Messiah 

(Genesis 49:10). Perez, a son by adultery, was chosen, not others of more socially acceptable birth.  Note that some 

generations are skipped over. From Judah and David there are only 10 generations mentioned, but 900 years 

passed. A generation in the Bible is typically 40 years.   

VV 3-6, 16 – Women are prominent. These women are of humble origin, poor reputation or heritage, and Tamar, 

Rahab and Ruth were Gentiles. The Messiah had Gentile blood.   

1. Tamar – Canaanitess who seduced Judah by posing as a temple prostitute (Genesis 38). 

2. Rahab – Canaanite prostitute in Jericho (Joshua 2) 

3. Ruth - idol worshipping Moabitess, a race begun with the alcohol induced seduction of the patriarch Lot by his 

older daughter after the destruction of Sodom (Genesis 19:30-37). 



4. Bathsheba (“she who had been the wife of Uriah”) – committed adultery with King David, who then murdered 

her husband Uriah the Hittite (2 Samuel 11). 

5. Mary - poor Jewish woman who was faithful to the Lord. 

Including these women (and many of the less than reputable men in the list) emphasizes God’s forgiveness, His 

power to change lives, and how He transforms bad events into good outcomes.   

Further, Jesus was frequently attacked because of the “irregularities” surrounding his birth.  Opponents considered 

Him a bastard or even a son of harlotry.  They tended, however, to overlook the “irregularities” in the lives of their 

heroes.  The namesake of the Jews, Judah, was a man with serious flaws, and even their glorious King David was far 

from perfect.   Matthew reminded His readers of these realities, and so took much of the sting out of the attacks of 

Jesus’ enemies.    

VV 7-11 - Men of all origins and characters including such wicked men as Rehoboam, Ahaz, Manasseh, and Jeconiah. 

Matthew did not sugar coat the lives of the ancestors of Christ. 

V11 – He mentioned the Deportation, but not the Flood, the Exodus, and the Divided Kingdom. This is because 

Matthew is introducing Jesus as the son of David and the ultimate king of Israel. The Deportation to Babylon marked 

the end of the previous line of Davidic kings, and the advent of Jesus marks the new and final kingdom.   

Jeremiah 22:30 said of Jeconiah (Coniah), “No descendant of this man will sit on the throne of David”.  This prophecy 

remained true because Jesus was only legally, not biologically, a descendant of Jeconiah.  

V16 - “Begat” is dropped when speaking of Joseph, “the husband of Mary, by whom (strictly feminine and singular in 

Greek) was born Jesus.” This suggests that Jesus biologically came from Mary and from the Spirit.  He received no 

biological input from Joseph.  

V17 - In this passage, there are 14 generations in each of 3 sections 

1. God’s people before the Monarchy 

2. God’s people during the Monarchy 

3. God’s people after the Monarchy and leading up to Jesus. 

4. This leads to the ultimate fulfillment – God’s people under the ultimate King, Jesus Christ. 

Matthew paid close attention to numbers throughout his gospel. The meaning of number 14 is uncertain, but in 

Hebrew, the name “David” has 14 letters (D-4, W-6, D-4). 

VV 18-25 – Luke’s account gives additional detail on the birth of Jesus. 

V18 – Mary, probably in her early teens, was betrothed to Joseph, who was probably five to ten years older. This 

was the custom among Jews at the time.   

Mary was impregnated by the Holy Spirit. Some have suggested that this is another example of the common 

mythological tale of a male god having sex with a mortal woman and bringing forth a hero. 

“Divine”  Sex Mortal Sex Offspring 

Greek     

Zeus, Chief of the Greek gods M Leda, Queen of Sparta F  

Zeus M Alcmena F Hercules – Greek hero 

Zeus M Io, Greek princess F  



Zeus M Semele  F Dionysus 

Aphrodite, goddess of love F Anchises, prince of 
Dardania 

M Aeneas – Trojan hero 

Eros, god of love M Psyche F Hedone – goddess of sensual 
pleasures 

Thetis, sea goddess F Peleus M Achilles 

Other     

Ninsun, Mesopotamian goddess  F Lugalbanda M Gilgamesh – king of Uruk in Sumer 

El (Bull-El), Canaanite god M Two women F Two sons 
 

There are many problems with such an interpretation 

1. The Holy Spirit has no physical form and therefore is incapable of mating in the ordinary sense.  Zeus mated 

with women in the form of a swan (Leda), a bull (Semele), or invisible, but he always had a physical form. So 

did the others. 

2. God is never portrayed as sexual in the Bible. None of the Godhead, Father, Son or Holy Ghost, is ever 

married or has any form of sexual attraction.   

3. Such liaisons in mythology never suggest that either party remains a virgin after the encounter.  Christianity, 

on the other hand, clearly states that Mary remained a virgin until after the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:25).   

4. Just because one myth predates another does not mean that the later myth is derived from it.  It is just as 

likely that one or both myths reflect some underlying reality. Further, history has lost much of the oral and 

written tradition behind every myth, and therefore it is difficult to know which idea actually came first.  

V19 – In cases of sexual immortality, the first century Jewish husband had several choices: 

1. Expose her publicly, thus disgracing his former fiancé and possibly even resulting in her stoning. 

2. Divorce her quietly, thus saving what could remain of her honor but condemning her to a single (and usually 

impoverished) life.    

3. Marry her anyway. This was unheard of for a faithful Jewish man. 

Jewish women at the time did not have the same rights regarding a man who whose was unfaithful. 

VV 20-21 – God spoke in dreams to His faithful followers in the past, and He continues to do so. An angel explained 

to Joseph what had happened and told him to marry her anyway. He then explained the scope of this child’s 

mission. 

1. Jesus was a common name in first century Palestine. It was the Greek version of Hebrew name Joshua, which 

means “YHWH will save.” 

2. The ancient Hebrew prophets were clear that disobedience to God, not political weakness, was the biggest 

problem for Israel. This disobedience, also known as sin, was what caused the Jewish defeat and exile at the 

hands of Assyria and Babylon. Though a simple carpenter, Joseph was faithful to the Lord and certainly 

understood, despite his lack of formal training, that nothing could be more important than saving people 

from their sins.  

VV 22-23 – Joseph had great respect for the Scriptures, and the angel showed him how Jesus’ birth fulfilled 

prophecies from 700 years before (Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7, 8:10). 



V24 - At great hazard to Joseph’s reputation, since the word of Mary’s questionable pregnancy certainly got around 

the local gossip channels in Nazareth, he obeyed. Joseph was truly a faithful servant of God. 

V25 – Further obeying, Joseph did not consummate his marriage with his new wife until after she delivered her son 

Jesus. However, the Greek strongly suggests that Joseph and Mary did have sexual intercourse after Jesus was born.  

Matthew 13:55-56 proves it, stating that Jesus had both brothers and sisters. The perpetual virginity of Mary is not a 

Biblical concept.   

Matthew 2 

VV 1-2 – Jesus was born in Bethlehem and Herod the Great (lived 74 BC – 4 BC, reigned 37 BC – 4 BC) was the 

puppet king of Palestine under the Roman Caesar Augustus (lived 63 BC – 14 AD, reigned 31 BC – 14 AD).   

“Magi” (μάγος magos) was the name given to priests, astrologers, dream interpreters, seers, and magicians among 

near Eastern empires such as Babylon, Assyria and Persia. Their purpose was to advise the emperor about what was 

going on in the world and what was likely to happen in the near future. Various groups of magi did this by examining 

all available evidence; some reviewed important documents such as the Hebrew Scriptures, others the movements 

of celestial bodies, and still others various articles of divination such as animal entrails and sheep livers (cf. Balaam – 

Numbers 22). Once they had told the emperor their conclusions, he would give them orders intended to shape 

events to his will.  

These magi were readers of the stars, and they had seen some astronomical phenomenon (“his star”) which foretold 

the coming of a mighty personage. In this case the emperor told the army to prepare a caravan, led by a senior 

officer, and told these magi to go with the caravan to Judea to honor the new king.   

Why would the emperor of Parthia care about the birth of a king in Judea?  

1. Because Rome was Parthia’s enemy and Herod was Rome’s puppet. Herod was probably near 70 and 

Augustus, emperor of Rome, was also near 60. The Parthians would have loved to see someone more 

sympathetic to their cause as heirs to these thrones.  

2. Because anyone whose birth was hailed by a star was obviously a big deal, and since the 5th century there 

had been a large Jewish community in Babylon, so the emperor’s advisors probably knew about the 

prophecy of a Jewish Messiah.  

3. Because the Parthian emperor at the time, Phraates IV (reigned 37-2 BC), was cruel, unpopular and aging. He 

had six sons but no clear successor. He was persuaded by his wife Musa to send five of his sons to exile in 

Rome for their protection. She then murdered him and her son, Phraates V, ascended the Parthian throne.     

Coming from the region of Rome’s bitter rival, Parthia, this was essentially a diplomatic mission.  Therefore they 

would have gone through normal diplomatic channels. Traveling in a caravan and following the standard trade 

routes, a group of them, including their slaves, guards, guides, and the rest of their retinue, arrived in Jerusalem to 

witness this great event. The wise men would have no reason to suspect that this birth would be in such obscurity, 

wholly unknown to the rulers in Judea.  They probably expected to find the child in the palace in Jerusalem. When 

he was not there, they inquired about where they could find Him.   

There are other things to notice here. First, the wise men sought a Man. The Parthian leadership was weak, and 

these magi were on an important mission. Thus they spared neither expense nor hardship in their quest. They 

needed a mighty king to inspire their people, to structure their nation, and to protect them from their enemies. 

They knew that no man would be perfect, yet they knew that only a man could do what needed to be done. 



In the modern world, we seek methods more than men. We develop processes and procedures to handle every 

possible contingency and expect people to follow them. We design jobs and pick people to fill them as pieces in a 

puzzle rather than identifying the mission and allowing people individual approaches to meet it. As machines did in 

the Industrial Revolution and Frederick Taylor did with Scientific Management, so we handle organizations as 

machines and men as parts.  

Though there are advantages to such “process thinking”, it often results in a “process focus”. The process, the 

efficiency of the system, or the eventual profits become the focus, not the people affected by the process. Thus 

factories are judged by the number of items produced and profit gained rather than by the well-being of workers, 

customers, and society. Hospitals rate themselves on how many patients they treated rather than how well their 

patients live. As Christians, our service is to the Lord and our focus therefore is on people.  

Second, the wise men looked to nature to find evidence of Him. They did not ignore the natural world and were not 

anti-intellectual. Rather they were experts in the arts of astronomy, history and prophecy. In their time, they were 

second to none in admiration of the world around them. As much as they learned from and enjoyed nature, 

however, they did not end their inquiries with the natural world. The Magi scoured creation for evidence of the 

Creator.  

How differently do we do things in the 21st century? Not only do we ignore God in our inquiries, but we define 

science so as to intentionally exclude God. The natural world thus becomes an end in itself.  

Millions of people have constant pain from chronic tendinopathy. It is hard to treat and so there are many existing 
therapies.  I have done research on it, and my goal is to find a better way to treat this condition. That is a worthy 
goal, one shared by religious and secular scientists alike. But do I take the time to go farther? Do I pause during my 
investigations to consider the glory of God in the human body? Do I admire nature, but fail to recognize God’s glory 
in creating it?  

VV 3-4 – Jesus was born between 6 and 4 BC, and Herod and all Jerusalem were troubled (ταράσσω tarassō – 

worried, distressed, perplexed). The death of one king and ascension of another was always a time of great 

uncertainty in autocratic governments. 

1. There were usually many claimants to the throne. 

2. The heir apparent usually lacked the experience and political backing of the incumbent. 

3. If the king prepared the prince too soon or even made him a co-regent, the prince might depose (and usually 

execute) his predecessor (usually father) early.  If he prepared the prince too late, the king would die before 

his heir was fully trained and established, thus leaving him vulnerable to the machinations of others.   

4. Herod’s reign was unpopular, so he was especially prone to losing his dynasty if a suitable ruler could be 

found.   

There were other dangers. As recently as 42 BC, Herod’s nephew Antigonus, backed by Parthia, controlled Jerusalem 

and much of Palestine. It was only in 40 BC that Herod, backed by the Romans, overthrew his nephew and 

conquered the city. From Herod’s perspective this mission, obviously a high level entourage from his mortal enemy, 

could as easily have been a pretext for a new war as a search for a new king. Either way, he would lose.   

It was also embarrassing. How could Herod, supposedly a great king, have missed the momentous event of a change 

in the stars? Even though the Jews were skeptical about astrology, did not Greece and Rome have astrologers just as 

Persia did?  Did Herod leave such an important advisor off of his staff? What would Rome do to him for this 



oversight? They would never care about the birth of such a baby, but would care a lot about how this looked to 

Parthia, and what threats might come out of it.   

Further, this was not just any king, but the Messiah, the chosen one of Israel who would usher in the kingdom of 

God. Even if Herod did not believe in the Messiah, the people did, and that could destroy his kingdom, his dynasty, 

and his life.  

These realities explain Herod’s terror at the word of a new king. The situation was tense, and Herod called together 

his closest allies to discuss how to handle these explosive developments. He handled the immediate issue at hand, 

the advent of the new king, while taking pains not to offend.   

VV 5-6 – Here is the first appearance of the chief priests and scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and lawyers, who were 

assembled in the Sanhedrin, the council of religious authority in Jerusalem.  These men, power brokers and religious 

leaders, reported that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, and cited the Scriptures (Micah 5:2) as their 

authority. This was not a direct quote, as the exact words do not match the passage in Micah, but a summary.   

How did Matthew know what was said?  A caravan of this size and importance would have required several days to 

resupply and refit and would have done so in Jerusalem.  The magi probably learned of what had happened from 

rumors during their stay and inferred it from talking to Herod.  Once God warned them to leave by another route, 

they likely revealed to Joseph and Mary what had happened in Jerusalem.  Years later when Matthew was gathering 

material for his book, he probably interviewed Mary.    

VV 7-8 – It is difficult to imagine how Herod could have saved face in this situation. Therefore, he pretended to 

share their interest in finding and worshipping the child. Consider the different motivations of Herod and the Magi. 

He wanted to find the child to murder Him, while they wanted to find the child to worship Him. He pursued his own 

interests, while they had the interests of their nation at heart. He hoped to ensure the rule of his dynasty, while they 

hoped to ensure the well-being of their countrymen. Herod wanted bloodshed, while the wise men sought  peace.  

VV 9-10 – If it was actually a star or an astronomical phenomenon then it is extremely unlikely that the star actually 

moved. Certainly, however, the star seemed to move to the observers on the ground.   

Bethlehem was only six miles southeast of Jerusalem, but it would have been difficult to know which Bethlehemite 

born in the preceding 1-2 years was the new king. The wise men couldn’t have just shown up in town with their 

caravan, examined every male child of the right age, and somehow decided who was born the Messiah. Every 

parent in the village would have wanted the precious gifts the magi were bringing and done whatever it took to get 

them. So the star needed to indicate exactly who the right child was. No wonder the wise men were thrilled when 

the star guided them precisely. 

V11 – Jesus was in a house, not a manger. Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem on the very night that Jesus was 

born. If the star showed up on that same night and the magi saw it that same night, it would have taken them a 

month to assemble the caravan and several months to travel the 540 miles from Babylon. This assumes a maximum 

sustainable speed of 8 miles per day and multiple stops to rest and refit. Babylon was the primary observatory of the 

ancient near east. Therefore, Jesus would have been at least four months old when they arrived.   

The neighbors must have been gawking when these important men with their impressive retinue showed up at the 

house of the newcomers in the village. After the magi had entered the house, they would have performed a Persian 

worship ceremony, part of which was opening gifts to present to the king.  Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 49:7 refer to kings 

bringing gifts to the Messiah.   



Gold Considered the most valuable of man’s material possessions (Psalm 19:10, 1 Peter 1:7) and fit 
for kings.  God’s city itself would be made of gold (Revelation 21:18) 

Frankincense 
 (lĕbownah לבונה)

Derived from the resin of the tree Boswellia, countries in the ancient Near East imported it 
from Sheba.  It was used to provide a fragrant aroma for offerings to God.   
1. Grain offering (Leviticus 2:1-2) – when a worshipper is thanking the Lord for His provision.   
2. Guilt offering (Leviticus 5:11) – when a worshipper is asking forgiveness from the Lord for 

his sin.  Blood must be shed for sin to be forgiven (Hebrews 9:22) 

Myrrh Derived from the Arabian Balsamodendron, myrrh was used  
1. As a component in anointing oil (Exodus 30:22-33) which was used to anoint the 

Tabernacle, its contents, and the priests who were holy to the Lord.  No one else was to 
make it for any purpose on pain of exile. 

2. As perfume for the ladies at the kings wedding (Psalm 45:8) 
3. By the harlot to seduce the foolish man (Proverbs 7:17)   
4. Used by Mary to anoint Jesus before His death (John 11:2) 
5. Used to embalm Jesus (John 19:39) 

 

One has to wonder what the magi themselves thought. They had come hundreds of miles over many months to find 

a king, and were kneeling before an impoverished mother and her child in a little house in a little town. The father, a 

man of no obvious importance, was probably working in as a carpenter in town. There were no servants, no guards, 

no palace, and no outward indication that this child would turn out to be anything.  

The magi may have had tremendous misgivings. What would they tell their king? How would they phrase their trip 

report so that they whole venture wouldn’t sound like an expensive waste? What did the soldiers and others in the 

caravan think, with their leaders having presented gifts worth several lifetimes of wages to people in a lower state 

than them? How would Joseph protect his family and these gifts from robbers, or from Herod? 

V12 – The wise men slept in their camp just outside the village during their visit to Bethlehem. They must have been 

suspicious of Herod from his actions when they arrived in Jerusalem, and this dream confirmed their fears.   

The caravan probably came down the Via Maris to get to Jerusalem, and probably traveled from Bethlehem south 

and then east to the Transjordan on their way back to Babylon. The journey back to Babylon was even more perilous 

then the journey to Judea, because the local ruler, who had command of Roman troops in the area, had told them 

to return to Jerusalem, and they refused. Their ponderous caravan was therefore trying to elude Roman forces and 

get back to Parthian controlled country, the nearest of which was probably 200 miles, nearly a month, away. 

VV 13-15 – There were many reasons for Joseph and Mary to leave Bethlehem. 

1. Herod’s intention to kill Jesus. 

2. The visit of the magi would have inevitably brought attention, positive and negative, to the Holy Family. 

Some people in Bethlehem may have even wanted to steal the gifts that the magi had brought. The vast 

majority of people in first century Palestine were poor peasant farmers and that amount of money would 

have been a huge temptation. 

3.  The biblical prophecy. “Out of Egypt did I call my son (Exodus 4:22) originally referred to the nation of Israel. 

Matthew uses it in this case to refer to the ultimate Son of God (and God the Son), Jesus Christ. Just as Israel 

went through the water and the desert, so will Jesus when He later begins His ministry.    

Biblical prophecy usually has two or even three meanings.   

1. It means something in the context in which it was spoken. 



2. It means something in the context of the first coming of Christ, the Father’s final answer to the salvation and 

restoration of all of creation. 

3. It may even mean something in the final consummation of history, the Second Coming of Christ and the end 

times.  

God used dreams throughout His word to guide His people; asking them to do dangerous things and giving them 

wonderful promises. These two dreams changed Joseph’s life. For the rest of his life he would feel the taint of 

marrying a woman of disrepute from many people around him. When he was told to flee to Egypt, he had no family 

or friends to help him, no external confirmation of the message, and no guarantee that he would ever come back. 

Joseph had been given great faith by the Lord, and he was a man of action and obedience, so they all left that very 

night.   

The role that Egypt played and still plays in God’s plan is intriguing. It was both a place of salvation and a place of 

bondage for the Israelites. Egypt was a place of refuge for the Savior, and Egypt alone remains of the great nations 

of antiquity in the Middle East.   

V16 - Herod had told the magi to come back and report to him. When they escaped from the area under his control, 

and even his surveillance, he knew that he had lost the chance to kill the baby.  To be tricked by foreigners was 

something that Herod, himself a master of political intrigue, found humiliating. Further, he had no way of knowing if 

the magi had taken the newborn king to Parthia to lead their armies against Rome. His fears stoked and pride 

wounded, Herod ordered drastic action. 

Roman soldiers under his control slew all male children under two years old in Bethlehem and the surrounding 

villages. It was his best chance at killing the new king and also demonstrated to those around that he was still the 

tough old Herod, not a man to be trifled with.   

Given the size of Bethlehem, this may have been less than twenty and was surely less than 100 children. Herod was 

a brute, and this act, heinous as it was, did not attract the pens of contemporary historians compared to some of his 

other deeds.  Pharaoh undoubtedly killed more Hebrew baby boys in his edict, but the parallel between Pharaoh 

and Herod and Jesus and Israel is remarkable.   

VV 17-18 – This passage is not a prophecy, but was used by Matthew because it is associated with two sad events in 

Israel’s history: the death of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, and the exile of the Israelites to Babylon.   

VV 19-20 – Herod died in 4 BC, probably less than one year after this incident.  Joseph was likely supporting his 

family the sale of the gifts that the wise men presented to Jesus and from whatever he could earn as an itinerant 

carpenter. Mary was caring for the baby.  Neither would have had any way to know that Herod the Great was dead, 

so God sent His angel to tell Joseph in a dream.   

  



Dreams in the Bible 
 

Three types of dreams 

1. Natural dreams (Ecclesiastes 5:3, 7) 

2. Divine dreams (Genesis 28:12-15) – reveal the truths of God, give guidance to people, or reveal what He will do. 

3. Evil dreams (Deuteronomy 13:1-2, Jeremiah 23:32) – speak against the truths of God 

Old Testament Dream Result 

Genesis 20:3, 6, 7 God appeared to Abimelech God warned him not to touch Sarai 

Genesis 28:12 Jacob’s ladder with angels ascending 
and descending 

God reaffirmed His promise to Abraham to 
make him a great nation. 

Genesis 31:11-13 Angel appeared to Jacob in a dream Jacob told to leave Laban and go back to 
Canaan 

Genesis 31:24 God appeared to Laban Laban told not to hinder Jacob 

Genesis 37:5-11 Prophetic – Joseph as star and sheaf 
of grain 

Joseph told that he would rule over his family 

Genesis 40:5-22 Prophetic – Pharaoh’s baker and 
cupbearer 

Baker executed and cupbearer restored 

Genesis 41:1-32 Prophetic - Pharaoh’s dream 7 years of plenty and 7 years of famine 

Numbers 12:6 Not a dream, but God came down in 
a visible cloud 

God told the rebellious Aaron and Miriam that 
He would speak to His people in dreams 

Deuteronomy 13:1-5 Not a dream God told people not to place dreams above His 
commandments. 

Judges 7:13-15 Prophetic - Gideon’s barley loaf The hand of God smashing the Midianites 

Job 33:14-18 Not a dream Elihu spoke to Job about God speaking through 
dreams 

1 Kings 3:5 God appeared to Solomon Solomon given wisdom 

Jeremiah 23:28 Not a dream Dreams less important than commandments 

Daniel 2:1-45 Prophetic – Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
of empires 

 

Daniel 4:4-28 Prophetic – Nebuchadnezzar’s tree 
dream 

Nebuchadnezzar went insane for a season due 
to his pride 

Daniel 7:1-28 Prophetic – Daniel’s dream of wind, 
sea, and beasts 

 

Joel 2:28 Not a dream Old men will dream dreams in God’s Spirit 

 

New Testament Dream Result 

Matthew 1:20-23 Joseph Mary pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  Do not be 
afraid to marry her. 

Matthew 2:12 Wise Men Warned to leave Judah by another route 

Matthew 2:13 Joseph Flee to Egypt 

Matthew 2:19-20 Joseph Return to Israel 

Matthew 2:22 Joseph Avoid Judea and go to Galilee 

Matthew 27:19 Pilate’s wife Have nothing to do with Jesus 

 

VV 21-23 – Joseph was consistently obedient to the Lord. He felt and God confirmed that they would be safer at 

home in Galilee than in Bethlehem, and took his family there.   



Herod Archelaus Reigned over Judea, Samaria and Idumea 23 BC – 18 AD 

Herod Antipas Reigned over Galilee and Perea 20 BC – 39 AD 

Philip Reigned over the region to the northeast of Galilee  

 
Matthew 3 
 
V1 - John the Baptist was probably born around 7-5 BC, perhaps a year older than Jesus. As recounted in Luke 1, he 
was the child of the aged and childless Zacharias and Elizabeth. His conception was miraculous and his birth was 
high visibility, as his father Zacharias became mute after encounter in the Temple. “In those days” refers to the days 
that Jesus lived in Nazareth (2:23). This suggests that John began his ministry only one or two years before Jesus did.  
 
In modern Christianity we sometimes underestimate the impact of John’s ministry. It bridged the old era and the 

new, and reflected the school of thought that rejected official Israel and withdrew from society but tried to reform 

it. John’s work was extremely important and well known in first century Palestine. In fact, his ministry was more 

recorded by Roman Historian Josephus than Jesus’ was.  

The roots of John’s moniker, “John the Baptist” are found in the Old Testament. Leviticus 15 requires physical 
bathing to cleanse one of physical impurities.  Jews made no distinction between physical and spiritual impurities, 
and so bathing was also ritual cleansing.  Gentiles coming into Judaism ritually baptized themselves.  The Qumran 
sect which inhabited the same area as John practiced ritual cleansing, but Jews, confident in their status as 
descendents of Abraham, were not baptized.  Rabbis and priests generally did not baptize other people.  John’s 
innovative baptism came to be his title. 
 
The “Wilderness of Judea” refers to the eastern slopes of the mountain range that forms the spine of the Holy Land, 
bisecting it into the green and lush Plain of Sharon and hills on the west (Mediterranean side), and the desert 
wastelands to the east and southeast near the Dead Sea.  This was the wilderness in which David hid from Saul (1 
Samuel 24:1).  Only on the oasis near Jericho and the in the north near the outlet of the Sea of Galilee is this land 
green and fertile.  Some debate whether John preached at the north or south end of the Jordan River valley, but “of 
Judea” implies south end. 
 
V2 – The word “repent” means to honestly regret your current condition before God, turn around completely (180 
degrees) and follow Him.  It involves a fundamental turnaround of thoughts, words and actions, while feeling grief 
for one’s sin. It is a radical transformation of the entire person.   
 
Matthew referred to “The Kingdom of Heaven” rather than referring to the “Kingdom of God” as Mark and Luke did.  
This is probably to avoid unnecessarily offending Jews who forbade  the name of God (YHWH) being mentioned.  
“Kingdom” in OT refers to the reign of a leader (“Kingdom of David” = “reign of David”).  It is dynamic and powerful.  
It also involves wrath and judgment.  “At hand” means here now!  In response, listeners needed to hurry up and 
repent! In modern medicine the word “STAT” has the same urgency.  
 
The phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” would have had many different meanings to John’s listeners. After 400 years of 
“silence” by God, some rabbis spiritualized this phrase, suggesting that it was only in someone’s heart. Politically 
minded folks would have thought that it meant that Messiah was about to come to raise a Jewish army and throw 
off the Roman yoke. Certainly, there was no consensus in 1st Century Judea. 
 
V3 – It is fruitful to compare Matthew 3:3, with the sequence of “voice-way-paths”, with Isaiah 40:3, with the 
sequence of voice-way-desert highway. The parallels suggest that John was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy 
about a forerunner preparing the way for the Messiah.   
 



V4 – Malachi 4:5 states that Elijah will return before the Day of the Lord. Luke 1:17 states that John would come in 
the spirit and power of Elijah. Jesus taught that John was the Elijah-like man who was to come, while John himself 
rejected the claim that he was a resurrection of the actual Elijah (John 1:20-21). These facts invite a comparison of 
John the Baptist with the Old Testament prophet Elijah. 
 
John’s lifestyle compared with Elijah (2 Kings 1:8)  

1. Locusts (Leviticus 11:22) 
2. Leather garment 
3. Poverty 
4. Solitary powerful messenger,  
5. Desert (Elijah – Gilead, Mt. Carmel, Beersheba, Mt. Horeb (Sinai) 
6. Boldly confronting evil (Herod/Herodias (Mark 6) vs. Ahab/Jezebel (1 Kings 18).   

 
VV 5-6 – John was very popular with the people of the region and even as far west as Jerusalem itself. Why did 
people go out to him? 
 
1. His birth was mysterious, his practice and person were novel, and the idea of a holy man coming out of “the 

wilderness” was compelling in Jewish lore. He could have become a respected priest and even offered the 

sacrifice in the Temple like his father, but he chose another path. Was he driven away by the corruption? Were 

his parents supportive of his unorthodox ministry? 

2. The times were right; there had been no recognized prophet among the Jews for over 400 years. Similarly, 

Roman oppression was growing.  

3. John’s message had great urgency and great novelty. It was powerful and bold, proclaimed by a fearless 

messenger. Finally, the sovereign hand of God was upon it.  

4. The people confessed their sins, and John did something far beyond the ritual cleansing they were used to. He 

baptized the whole body, plunging the person into the cold Jordan River (c.f. Naaman, 2 Kings 5:1-14). The image 

of total body cleansing was powerful.  

5. John offered more than ceremonial purification but one time only.  

6. His listeners wanted to flee from the wrath to come 

7. John’s baptism for was all who repented, both Jews and Gentiles in the district around the Jordan. It knew no 

prejudice. 

VV 7-8 – The Pharisees were conservative, middle class, and pastor-like. The Sadducees were liberal, Greek 
influenced, upper class religious leaders). They probably came to John for many of the same reasons that the people 
did. When John saw them, he blasted them. 
 
1. “Brood of Vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come” – reminiscent of Genesis 3 

2. “Bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance” 

3. Don’t trust your ethnicity or your religion to make you right before God. 

4. Judgment is imminent (axe already laid). Cut down and thrown into fire unless bearing good fruit. 

VV 9-10 – The religious leaders of Judea felt that they were biological children of Abraham. As such, they had only to 
keep the Law (as they understood it), and they would be “saved” from eternal punishment in the afterlife. John 
insisted that slavishly keeping the letter of the Law, while at the same time violating the spirit of the Law through 
injustice, would result in judgment.  
 
VV 11-12 – John told his hearers that Jesus was coming and, as great as he was, told the audience that Jesus would 
be far greater. 



 
V13 - Jesus came from Galilee to John, accepted by the people as a prophet, to be baptized. 
 
VV 14-15 - John resisted, but Jesus, being aware of the prophetic significance of what he was doing, insisted.  Jesus 
understood the need to tie His entire ministry to the Law and the Prophets that had gone before.   
 
VV 16-17 – Jesus saw the heavens opened and a dove descending – It is not clear who else, other than John, saw the 
dove (John 1:32), or if anyone else heard the voice.   
 

1. Regardless of the knowledge or reaction of others, Jesus received the seal of divine approval at the beginning 

of His ministry. 

2. Regardless of what others saw and heard, they certainly saw Jesus identifying with John.  Based on John’s 

reaction, they knew that Jesus’ ministry would be special (John 1:29-34)  

3. Example of the importance of public ceremony, especially at life changes 

 
Matthew 4 
 
Background – After Jesus temptation, Jesus returned to serve with John, who passed his mantle to Jesus. Jesus then 
called His first converts, Andrew, a disciple of John, Simon, Andrew’s brother, Philip, and Nathaniel, Philip’s friend 
(John 1:35-51). Jesus then ministered in Judea, including the wedding at Cana, a temple cleansing, Nicodemus, and 
service with John (John 1-3). During this time, He traveled briefly to Capernaum (John 2:12) and returned to Judea.   
 
VV 1-2 - God does not tempt His people but He does lead them into difficult times of service when He knows that 
they will be tempted. Just as with Job, God tests His followers. He knows that through the temptation comes 
growth.  We avoid hardship whenever we can; we even avoid service if we fear that it will be scary or 
uncomfortable. Jesus did not. He knew that the Father had called Him to 40 days of fasting and prayer, and He did it. 
This fasting and prayer was a direct assault on the Devil’s work on earth, and he tried to stop it.  
 
With millennia of experience in knowing how to tempt humans, the Devil waited until Jesus was physically weak, 
having fasted for 40 days and nights, to approach Him. The great Tempter looks for optimal conditions to launch his 
assault: 
 

1. Times of physical weakness (hunger, thirst, exhaustion, sickness, and pain) 
2. Times of emotional stress (worry, confusion, doubt, and guilt) 
3. Times of victory (pride, expectations of getting a rest after having gained a great success) 

 
Not that Satan uses different approaches at different times. Sinful humans are prone to emotional stress and pride 
and so that is where we get hit. Jesus’ greatest area of vulnerability was His physical body.  
 
V3 – “If/since you are the Son of God” – challenging His identity, and tempting Him to use His power to fulfill other 
needs (food) rather than staying with God’s focus for Him at that time. The text suggests that the incidents 
describing the Temple and the mountain were visions. Jesus may have been near death from hunger and 
dehydration. Nonetheless He knew Scripture so well and kept His wits about Him and was able to resist (cf Acts 
10:13-15). 
 
V4 – Jesus answers with Scripture. He reminds us of the need to know the Word of God. He does not try to reason 
or bargain with the Devil. Jesus simply uses the Sword of the Spirit to defeat him. He does so swiftly, without 
allowing time for the temptation to worm its way in.   
 



VV 5-6 – Satan again questions the identity of Christ, and this time twists Scripture to make his deception more 
convincing.   
 
V7 – Jesus, demonstrating a greater knowledge of Scripture, rebukes him.   
 
VV 8-9 – Satan comes down to his bottom line, “Worship Me” 
 
V10 – Jesus again answers with Scripture.    
 
V11 – Having passed the test, Jesus receives the ministry of God’s sent messengers. After a time of testing, our 
brethren need us to be God’s messengers to minister to them. 
 
Parallel Temptations – Eve and Jesus contrast the First Adam and the Second Adam (Romans 5:17) 
 

Temptation Genesis 3 Matthew 4 1 John 2 

Physical appetite Eat the fruit Make bread Lust of the eyes 

Personal gain You will not die You will not be hurt Lust of the flesh 

Power You will be like God You will rule the world Pride of life 

 
Source – MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Thomas Nelson Publisher, 2007, p36 
 
When we trust God and obey Him, our attack on the kingdom of Satan has commenced. He counterattacks hard, 
trying to get us to sin in the same way he tempted Jesus.  

1. Eating and drinking is a good thing, but can be evil if done in a time or manner outside of God’s will 

2. Physical strength and health are good things, but can be evil if we try to maintain ourselves to the exclusion of 

our mission. 

3. Power is a good thing, but can be evil if it becomes the object, rather than the instrument, of our work.  

It is true that Satan attacks us, but it is always a counterattack. We are in the invading army, moving against the 
powers of darkness in this world.  

VV 12-13 – After John was arrested, Jesus returned to Galilee, via Samaria where He ministered to the Samaritan 
woman (John 4:5-42), then healed the nobleman’s son (John 4:46-54), and finally arrived in Nazareth, His home 
town. In Nazareth He announced Himself, and was rejected (Luke 4:14-30). He settled in Capernaum, preached, 
taught and healed, and gained great fame (4:37).  Jesus then went into Judea (4:44) to minister.   
 
VV 14-16 – Jesus consciously strove to fit His ministry into the overarching framework of God’s plan, in this case, 
fulfilling prophecy. He also picked a strategic location for His base of operations.  Capernaum was a significant city 
on the major trade routes from Rome and Mesopotamia into Judea.     
 
V17 – Jesus’ message was the same as that of John, but His was even more urgent 
 
VV 18-22 – Jesus began selecting the few men who would constitute His primary ministry. The majority of Jesus’ life 
was spent on His disciples, not on the multitude.   
 
Peter and Andrew knew Jesus’ reputation, and had known Him from His time in Judea. When He left Judea they 
went back to their primary profession, fishing, and they were business partners with James and John. Jesus worked 
the miracle of the catch (Luke 5:1-11) which undoubtedly raised their enthusiasm. The men clearly recognized His 
call as a terrific opportunity.   
 



Rather than men approaching a rabbi and asking to be his disciple, Jesus hand selected and approached His future 
disciples.  Jesus spoke in language they could understand – “Follow Me, and I will make you Fishers of Men” instead 
of “Follow Me, and I will make you Great Evangelists/Rabbis/Missionaries/etc.”  
 
V23 – Jesus was active (going about) in His home area (all Galilee) teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming and 
healing.  
  
1. He did not pursue wealth, power or fame.  His focus was totally on ministry. 

2. Jesus cared for spiritual needs first (teaching/preaching the Kingdom of God) and physical needs second 

(healing).   

3. Galilee was a region of mixed Jews and Gentiles, with much heavier Greek influence than Judea.  Greek was 

widely used, and pagan temples, and Roman bathhouses and theaters have been found throughout Galilee, 

some with 5 miles of Nazareth.  

4. Peoples included Jews, native Galileans, Phoenicians, Arabs, Greeks, Romans (soldiers and settlers), and others. 

Many Gentiles were thus prepared by His teaching, some believed during His personal ministry, and many 

followed during the time of the disciples.   

5. The synagogues were the Jewish “churches” and schools of 1st century Palestine.   

VV 24-25 – Jesus’ fame spread widely. People brought their sick to Him, tacitly acknowledging their physical needs 
but not their spiritual ones.   
 
Matthew 5 
 
Matthew 5-7 records the most famous of Jesus’ teachings, the Sermon on the Mount. It contrasts the requirements 
of the Law of Moses as interpreted at the time with the true requirements of the Law of Moses. The former were 
difficult to follow and only a few people such as the Pharisees could even come close to doing so. The latter were 
impossible for sinful man to keep. Only imperfectly and by means of the Holy Spirit could humans keep the true Law.  
 
Jesus highlights the real meaning of the Law, the utter futility of seeking salvation by following it, and the need for a 
Savior. The Sermon on the Mount was given early in His public ministry and set up a stark contrast between His 
teachings and the prevailing religious view of the time.  
 
How different this is than other religions. In one way or another, every non-Christian faith requires people to do 
more good than bad, however defined, on some cosmic scale. If people do, something good will happen (go to 
Paradise, be reincarnated as a higher life form, or whatever). If they do not, they will be punished (go to Hell, be 
reincarnated as a lower life form, or whatever).  
 
VV 1-2 – He went up on the mountain, sat down (correct posture for Rabbis), and His disciples came to Him. The 
Sermon on the Mount was primarily to the disciples, and secondarily to the multitude (7:28-29). 
 
V3 – “Blessed are the…” is a common form of Old Testament poetry (Psalms 32:1-2, 119:1-2), and the parallel 
structure is easily memorized.  “Blessed” (makarioi) means characterized by the quality of God, fully satisfied 
regardless of circumstances (cf. Philippians 4:13).  It also refers to a person’s standing before God. The Lord blesses 
man, and the inherent satisfaction of that blessing resides within him. It is up to the man to recognize it and live in 
it.  
 
“Poor (ptochos) in spirit” refers to spiritual poverty, emptiness, and helplessness, in which a man trusts only in God 
for his earthly life and eternal salvation. Man is not inherently morally good, and does not have inherent strength 



and capability independent of God. The only goodness and power of which man is capable is that enabled by the 
common grace of God given to all men, including our conscience (Rom 2:14-15) and our innate capabilities.  
 
The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to (consists of) these people. The Kingdom of Heaven is the kingdom that has God 
Himself as its leader. As He is the source of everything good in the universe, the Kingdom of Heaven includes 
everything good in the universe. The kingdoms of Rome, and even of ancient Israel, were characterized by greed, 
ambition, wars, oppression, sickness, injury, and death. The Kingdom of Heaven will have none of these things.   
 
V4 – “those who mourn…” over sin, both personal and corporate (Psalms 119:136), when that mourning leads to 
repentance and salvation (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).  “for they shall be comforted”, their sins will be forgiven and they 
will receive comfort from God.  
 
We refuse to recognize sin in our lives. We deny any wickedness in our acts. We feel that while other people may be 
arrogant, in our lives pride is really “self-esteem”. While those nasty people that I don't like, whatever their race, 
religion or socioeconomic status, may be greedy, I am only “getting what I deserve”. While we want everyone else 
to overlook our most egregious acts, we demand perfect behavior from them. We overflow with “righteous anger” 
at the smallest perceived slight, regardless of how innocent, and never forgive.    
 
As Christians we sometimes weep over our own sins, but rarely over the sins of the world. We may fear what evil 
people may do to us but rarely lament what they are doing to themselves. The cruelest despot and the most vicious 
terrorist is still a person created by God. They can harm us and our families for a lifetime, but they are destroying 
themselves for eternity. Believers weep over the following: 
 

1. Their own sin, including how it affects them, affects others, and shames God. 
2. The sin of others, including all of the above. 
3. How sin damages the Creation, including plants, animals, and even the fabric of the universe.  

 
Godly men and women of old (Habakkuk, the Psalmist, etc.) mourned over the sin that they saw in and around 
them. We must do the same.  
 
V5 – “the gentle (meek, humble)”…refers to self-control, and the self-forgetfulness that results from a constant 
focus on the Lord and His work (Psalms 37:11).  
 
Self-control 
 
Thomas Edison said that “Genius is one per cent inspiration; ninety-nine per cent perspiration” (Harper’s Monthly 
Magazine, September 1932). That perspiration is a result of self-control. Self-control enables people to learn and 
love. It builds fleets, fortunes and families in a way that nothing else can.  Children who have enough self-control to 
study get good grades, people who have enough self-control to channel negative emotions positively keep their 
relationships, and employees who have enough self-control to work with speed and skill keep their jobs. All three 
inherit many good things in life.  
 
Christians must control their thoughts, words and actions. We must exercise self-control in every area of life, not 
just one or a few. By controlling what we do, we improve our ability to control what we feel.  
 
Self-forgetfulness 
 
As humans we must consider our own feelings and needs sometimes, but our natural bent is to be full of ourselves. 
We must oppose this. When we focus on ourselves, we feel bitter or better: 
 

1. We get bitter, thinking that we have received less than our due 



2. We think that we are better than others.  
 
This is only the beginning of the problem, because the opportunity cost of focusing on ourselves is enormous. When 
I am thinking about how I feel, I cannot simultaneously think about how others feel. When I am looking at myself in 
the mirror, I cannot simultaneously be looking at a rose, a sunset, or a mountain vista. If as a physician concentrate 
on something about me, I cannot simultaneously be concentrating on my patient, making the right diagnosis and 
prescribing the right treatment. The good life, the life of helping others and the world, the life of glorious views, 
tender touch, attractive aromas, tantalizing tastes, faithful friendships, and lifetime significance, is always found 
outside of ourselves.  
 
Finally, now only in part but in the future fully, “Inherit the earth” speaks of physical land. The gentle will displace 
the wicked. This is their eternal inheritance.  
 
V6 – “those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”…continual yearning for a relationship with God unclouded by 
disobedience and based on His righteousness. This is not a weak desire or a mild inclination but a life-or-death need. 
Jesus is drawing a mental picture of a man in one of Israel’s frequent droughts. His mouth is parched from the desert 
heat and his stomach aching from its constant emptiness.  
 
What do we hunger and thirst after in modern America?  
 
Often times we hunger and thirst after nothing at all. From a material standpoint, food and drink are so readily 
available that we struggle with our waistlines being too big, not too small. When the youth did a food drive during 
our 2013 mission trip to Hawaii, no one who showed up was starving. The vast majority were overweight. Poor 
nutrition may have been a problem, but poor calorie intake was not. From a spiritual standpoint, we are quite 
satisfied with our circumstances and see no reason to reevaluate our thinking about the world or our practices in 
the world. Hunger and thirst is replaced by a mild, self-satisfied desire for entertainment.   
 
Other times we hunger and thirst after too many things. My daughter has discovered this in her generation. With so 
many choices about what career and what relationships to pursue, her co-generationists are paralyzed. They cannot 
decide on one thing to do so they try to do many things and commit to nothing. They cannot decide on one person 
with whom to spend their lives so they try to date many people and commit to no one.  
 
Other times we hunger and thirst after the wrong things. In the 1970s Francis Schaffer taught that people in the 
modern West wanted personal peace and affluence. With the rise of the Internet, fame has overtaken wealth as a 
goal for many young adults, and they will do anything to get it. (http://www.consumeraffairs.com/news/why-are-
young-people-so-obsessed-with-becoming-famous-012113.html). 
   
We often hunger and thirst after the right things, but our reasons are suspect. I hunger and thirst to be a better 
physician so that I can cure all of my patients. Being a better physician is laudable, but “curing all of my patients” is 
not. First it is impossible; a sure recipe for discouragement. Second, since God allows people to suffer and die for His 
purposes, it suggests that I know better than He does.  
 
Christians must hunger and thirst after one thing; to know and love God. We must yearn to be like Him in every way, 
to trust Him in every circumstance, and to obey Him every moment. We will have the things of life, food, clothing, 
shelter, and fellowship when we seek the Lord. We will have direction in career and relationships when we put Him 
first. We will be excellent in our chosen field when we are excellent in our imitation of Christ.  
 
When we do this, “They shall be satisfied”. God will grant us our desire. 
 
V7 – Merciful means showing forgiveness for the guilty. God, the perfect example, suffers with those who are 
suffering from the consequences of sin, whether their own or someone else’. Man is not so generous. When God let 
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David chose the punishment for his sin, David begged to fall on the mercies of God, because he knew that man had 
none (2 Samuel 24:14). One of the biggest mental contributors to mental health problems in my medical experience 
is a unforgiveness.  People hate to forgive. We would much rather get back at those who hurt us than let go of the 
hurt. Revenge is far more satisfying than forgiveness. 
 
Another component of mercy is showing compassion for the suffering and needy. To be merciful is to see others’ 
needs and to help meet them, even if it means inconveniencing yourself. Similarly it means to let others see your 
needs.  Life cannot be lived alone and no one can meet all of their own needs; we must have each other.  
 
How can we forgive? By remembering how much we have been forgiven. How can we show compassion? By 
remembering how much compassion has been shown to us.  The man who is poor in spirit, who mourns over his sin, 
who is humble, and who hungers and thirsts after the Righteous One is the man who can forgive. He is also the man 
who can show compassion to others.  
 
V8 – “pure in heart”…moral purity, but more, someone who loves God undividedly, whose inward nature 
corresponds to his outward profession. The Gospel speaks frequently of those whose hearts are divided (Matthew 
6:24, James 1:6-8).  The more single minded we are in our lives, the more we will “see God”, both now and in 
eternity. 
 
How many of us say that we want to see God? Matthew is clear that the way to see God, to experience Him, is to be 
like Him. It is no different in every area of life. Only a master violinist can fully appreciate, or even recognize, the 
artistry of another master. Only a master carpenter can apprehend the craftsmanship of another master carpenter. 
There is no human field of endeavor in which this is not true. 
 
“Pure in heart”, therefore suggests more than moral purity. It connotes a unity of God’s will and the desires, 
thoughts and actions of a man. The person whose heart is pure does not waste time on needless distractions, but 
likewise does not shut out God-given opportunities. Purity is the absence of contamination, whether from moral 
wrong or from unnecessary thoughts, words and actions.  
 

1. God is morally pure, so we must be too, if we wish to see Him.  
2. God is flawless in every activity, so we must be outstanding in our chosen field of work, and in everything 

else that God calls us to do, if we wish to see Him.  
3. God is sincere and transparent in His affections and motives, so we must be sincere and transparent in our 

affections and motives.  
 
Often we are unable to see God because we don’t want to be pure enough in our morals, or excellent enough in our 
day to day activities, to see Him. We don’t see God because we don’t really want to.  
 
V9 – “peacemaker”…Bringing the peace of God to the world. Selfish ambition is the root of much conflict and rivalry 
on earth. Peace makers (not just peace keepers) are made free from this quality by the Spirit. Christians should 
never seek conflict or be responsible for it. If conflict occurs, we must seek to end it as quickly as possible, but with 
justice.  
 
God is the ultimate peacemaker, and His true children, reflecting the nature of their Father, will do the same.   
 
V10 – “persecuted for the sake of righteousness”…2 Timothy 3:12 reminds us “all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted”. Physical forms of persecution, such as imprisonment, torture, or martyrdom, are rare in 
the Western World in the 21st Century, but that may be where we are headed. Non-physical forms, such as being 
denied a job because you “just aren’t a good fit for the organization”, being excluded from certain groups and 
opportunities, and being verbally abused, is much more common.  “For theirs is the kingdom of 



heaven”…victimhood seems to be a virtue in our country, but Christians have no right or reason, ever, to consider 
themselves victims.  The Kingdom is ours, and we are more than conquerors (Romans 8:37). 
 
V11 – “cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely”… expanding the examples 
of persecution. We are not to seek persecution, nor withdraw from it. People who live like what is described in the 
preceding verses are not living like those in the world live. Consider the contrasts between what we are told in 
school, in the media, and everywhere else in our society, and what Jesus teaches here: 
 

Beatitudes The World 

Poor in spirit – empty and helpless because of sin Spiritually empowered, the commander of your own destiny 

Mourn – heart broken by your own iniquity and 
that of others 

Guiltless – I have no sin. My mistakes are due to medical 
conditions, the fault of others, or the results of injustice in 
society. 

Meek – exhibiting self-control and self-
forgetfulness for the glory of God 

Assertive – I will have my own way, showing self-control when 
useful to achieve my goals. Why should I ever forget myself? 

Hunger and thirst after the Righteous One I am the ultimate moral standard, answerable to no one except 
perhaps greater society. There is no God.  

Merciful – forgiving and showing compassion Compassion is fine, within limits, but forgiveness makes you into 
a doormat and people will use you. 

Pure in Heart – morally pure, excellent in 
activities, and sincere 

Morality is relative so I can do what I want as long as it doesn’t 
hurt others. I want to be excellent at what I do but even 
excellence is relative. Sincerity is for suckers. 

Peacemaker – avoid conflict when possible Use conflict to accomplish my goals 

Persecuted – the natural result of following 
Christ 

Why bring hardship upon yourself? Go with the flow.  

 
 “because of Me”…Jesus is drawing a parallel between the persecution of the prophets for God’s sake, and the 
persecution of the disciples for His sake (v12). As such, He is claiming to be God.   
 
V12 – “Rejoice and be glad”…Christ leaves no room for resentment or revenge. He commands joy.  “For your reward 
in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you”…We rejoice, not in some masochistic 
pleasure in pain, but rather because our suffering for Christ proves that we are His, and because He will honor our 
sacrifice.  “reward is great” refers not to earned payment, but for reward totally out of proportion to the service.  
Acts 5:41 – disciples rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 
 
V13 – “The salt of the earth”. Meats, fish, vegetables, and even corpses need to be preserved, and salt is the best, 
and one of the oldest (in addition to sugar, drying and alcohol) preservatives in human history. Compare with 
Matthew 15:5-20 and 2 Chronicles 16:9.  
 
VV 14-15 – The light of Christ is the knowledge and experience of Christ as revealed in His Word through His Spirit. 
We underestimate how dark people’s lives are without the light of Christ. Sin darkens the understanding so that not 
only do people not do what is right, they don’t even know what is right. Servants of God are to shine the light of 
Jesus everywhere they are and in everything they do. With each passing day in the service of the Savior, our own 
darkness becomes a little bit lighter, we become a little better able to see what is right and to do it, and a little 
better equipped to guide others. Christians do not provide the light; Jesus does. But we are to shine it from the best 
place we can find, a hilltop rather than a valley, and open to the world rather than under cover.  
 
V16 – The phrase “your light” refers to God’s light as it uniquely glows in you. All light comes from the Lord, but He 
uses our personalities, our experiences, and our environments to color and shape the light so that He can reach 
others through us. We shine our light as brightly as we can, and He brings people into our lives that will respond to 



the light that we shine. The purpose of all of this is for everyone to recognize the glory of God and live their lives 
accordingly.  
 
VV 17-18 – One of the greatest objections to Jesus was that He had come to destroy the Law of Moses, the guiding 
principles that the Jews had followed for over 1500 years. Jesus was clear that He came to accomplish the Law, to 
bring it to its God-intended purpose, rather than to remove it. In fact, the Law came directly from the nature of God, 
and Jesus is God, so in a real sense Jesus was the source of the Law. Why, then, would He abolish it?  
 
V19 – A common fallacy is to assume that there are big sins and there are little sins, and that only the big sins will 
keep a person out of heaven. In truth, while different sins result in greater or lesser punishment (John 19:11), all sin 
and any sin, no matter how seemingly innocuous, separates us from God. Note that it is not enough to simply keep 
the Law; we must teach others to do so as well. God rarely speaks to us only regarding ourselves, but He often 
speaks to us regarding ourselves and others.  
 
V20 – The “righteousness” of the scribes and Pharisees was the righteousness of selfishness, following the Law in 
letter for personal gain (money, power, reputation), rather than the righteousness of selflessness, following the Law 
in letter and in spirit for the glory of God and the benefit of others. This is not to say that everything the scribes and 
Pharisees did was selfish, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea took great risks in asking for the body of Jesus, but to 
illustrate the fact that the “righteous” actions of the scribes and Pharisees were really anything but.  
 
VV 21-22 – Jesus provided an example. The letter of the Law states “Do not kill”, but the spirit of the Law says “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Religious leaders need their followers to perceive their actions and words as consistent 
with their religion, so the scribes and Pharisees would not kill. The truly righteous man would, however, avoid 
unrighteous anger and verbal attacks towards his brother, striving instead to truly love him. 
 
VV 23-24 – In fact, poor relationships with others would impair one’s relationship with God. Peace with others, so 
far as it depends on us, is therefore required for peace with God. There is no provision anywhere in the Bible 
allowing believers to maintain hostility towards other believers while have a good relationship with the Father, It 
simply cannot be done.  
 
VV 25-26 – Relationships with others are so important, therefore, that believers must prioritize these relationships, 
both with God and man, over things.  
 
VV 27-28 – The scribes and Pharisees were well aware that the Law forbade adultery, although the story in John 8:1-
11 suggests that some could be less than scrupulous about this. In their desire to being seen to follow the Law, they 
would avoid adultery. Lust, however, is invisible to onlookers and would not directly harm a scribe’s or a Pharisee’s 
reputation. Jesus took great issue with this, pointing out that even fantasizing about a woman would bring the 
penalty of sin.  
 
VV 29-30 – The mortal body lasts only for a lifetime but the spirit lasts for eternity. Sin can harm our bodies but 
more tragically it can bring eternal punishment upon our spirits. Therefore it is more important to avoid sin than to 
have a healthy body. Jesus is not suggesting that we maim ourselves but that we do whatever it takes to avoid sin.  
 
VV 31-32 – Moses allowed divorce, but God rejected it. Even in the case of adultery divorce is not commanded but 
merely allowed. In most circumstances it is better to preserve the marriage if possible.  
 
VV 33-37 – Ancient Israelite tradition allowed men to make oaths to one another, but Jesus recognized that men 
have no power over the future and therefore have no certainty of keeping whatever oaths they make.  
 



V38– Ancient civilizations allowed justice on the basis of Lex Talonis, which is the principle that the punishment 
inflicted for an offense should be commensurate in degree and kind with the offense of the wrongdoer. Thus if the 
offender caused his victim to lose an eye or a tooth, his eye or tooth should be taken away.  
 
The Old Testament, while recognizing Lex Talonis, recognized that no society could long endure on the basis of such 
justice. It is practically impossible to match punishment in degree and in kind, so what usually happens is that 
retaliation escalates. How can a society measure the degree of injury inflicted or the value of a life taken? Even 
measuring material goods so as to ensure an equal punishment is difficult. How could an Old Testament judge be 
sure that 10 goats recompense was equal in value to three cows stolen? 
 
VV 39-42 – Jesus taught that God alone could perfectly weigh justice, and He would ensure that in the final 
judgment, perfect justice would be done. Since God would always meet the needs of His people, and since He would 
ensure that perfect justice would result, His followers did not need to retaliate against those who hurt them. 
Whether the injury was physical, financial, or in some other area, the Lord would accomplish His perfect will, and His 
people were free to forgive and free to give.  
 
This does not apply to governments, which bear the sword to establish and ensure as just a society as possible 
(Romans 13:1-7). This passage is not a prohibition to Christians being involved in law enforcement or in the military, 
as nowhere in the New Testament are soldiers told to leave their occupation (cf. Centurion – Matthew 8:5-13, 
Cornelius – Acts 10). It does not mean that believers cannot defend themselves or others from injustice in their 
public and private lives (Acts 22:24-30).  
 
It does mean that Christians are freed from the need and duty to retaliate for every injustice. Christ has told us that 
a better way is to make peace and to forgive. We have no need to try to balance the scales of justice on our own 
because God Himself will balance them for us. Additionally, believers will not suffer more greatly than they deserve 
for the sins that we have done to others. Justice will be done.  
 
VV 43-44 – The Father loves those who despise Him, and so His children should love those who despise them. Love 
in this sense is agape, the God-like kind of love which seeks for the well-being of another above oneself. Therefore 
Christians are to seek the best interest of those who hate them speak the word of the Lord over those who curse 
them, and pray that God will reveal Himself to those who abuse them.  
 
V45 – It is undeniable that God gives good things to both the just and the unjust. The terrorist who has murdered 
1000 experiences the joys of a good meal and a warm bed just as much as the pastor does. God gives these good 
things to all men during their short lives in the hopes that all men will come to know Him. The time will come, after 
life is over and all opportunity for repentance has passed, that the terrorist will pay in full for the evil he has done. In 
the meantime, believers are to have the same hope that God has, that all men, even the worst, will come to know 
and love the Lord (2 Peter 3:9).   
 
VV 46-47 – Whether or not a man is indwelt by the perfect Spirit of God, he wishes the best for those who wish the 
best for him. It is no moral virtue to love those who love you, and to bless those who bless you. 
 
V48 – Christians are called to do more. We must live and love like the Father.   
 
Matthew 6 
 
VV 1-4 – Alms (ἐλεημοσύνη eleēmosynē) refers to mercy or charity, the idea being that giving to others should be 
done for the glory of God and the benefit of others. It should not be done for one’s own accolades. Hypocrites 
(ὑποκριτής hypokritēs) refers to the Greek theater; even as actors played roles different from who they really were, 
so the religious leaders in Israel played the role of righteous when they were actually wicked.  
 



Christians would do well to follow this instruction, because we continually strive to look good to others, and in so 
doing deny the reward from our Father who sees in secret. Occasionally, though, it is important for leaders to let 
others know what they are doing. In 1 Chronicles 29, David announced to the leaders of Israel how much of his own 
wealth he was giving to help build the temple. Why was that OK in light of Jesus’ teaching here? 
 

1. Leaders must provide an example of good behavior to their followers. Had David given nothing, or given only 
in secret, he would not have inspired his people to do the same.  

2. David was renowned for his genuine faith. A man living a life of genuine faith, manifest in everything he says 
and does, glorifies God. A man living a life a pretended faith, manifest in duplicitous words and actions, tries 
to glorify himself. 

3. David genuinely sacrificed for the glory of the Lord. A Pharisee ostentatiously giving pocket change to the 
Temple treasury is far different than a king cutting deeply into his royal purse to honor God. A gift of the size 
mentioned in 1 Chronicles 29 was so big, even for a king, that it hurt.  

 
VV 5-6 – Prayers were often rote sayings that did more to impress standers-by than to actually communicate with 
the Almighty. But even if the prayers were genuine in the minds of the religious leaders who said them, the fact that 
they prayed them in public, hoping for the acclaim of others, prevented them from getting a heavenly reward.  
 
The best Pharisees and other religious leaders gave to their community through profound knowledge of the 
Scriptures and excellent teaching. Their personal humility and moral lifestyles provided a living example and their 
compassion aided those less fortunate. Their value was self-evident in the minds of others and they did not need 
ostentatious religiosity to justify themselves.  
 
The worst Pharisees and other religious leaders knew only enough of Scripture to look good, preferring political 
intrigue and gossip to the Word of God. As a result they could not teach and did not display the personal virtue that 
the Spirit, working through the Word, provides. Their value to the community was much less and so they were 
forced to justify themselves in the eyes of others by acting the righteousness that they did not actually possess.  
 
VV 7-8 – Those who did not know God thought of Him as someone indifferent to their needs and wants. As such, 
they felt that they must communicate with Him using words that He had previously approved and repeating their 
petition over and over again. This would, in their minds, weary God sufficiently so that He would do what they 
wanted.  
 
Those who know God do things differently. He is not indifferent to our needs but instead cares passionately for each 
of us. We do not speak in formulaic prayers but according to the unfiltered longings of our hearts. We do not 
endlessly repeat our supplications in the hopes of exhausting God enough to do our bidding, but pray sincerely and 
then return to the work that He has given us. The problem in this passage is not the repetition of the words but the 
poor understanding of the nature of God.  
 
VV 9-13 – This prayer is famously called the Lord’s Prayer. In fact it is a model prayer for use by Jesus’ followers 
rather than by Jesus Himself.  
 
V9 – Our first task is to acknowledge God’s amazing glory and our relationship to Him. He is truly our Father, but He 
is also in heaven, the High and Holy One, in contrast to humans who are on earth. As such, He is to be treated with 
the gravest respect.  
 
V10 – These statements are not wishes, as though the person praying hopes that God’s will will prevail on earth. 
Rather they are declarations of fact. In keeping with the unsurpassed and unimaginable glory of God, His kingdom 
will come, and His will will be done, whether we like it or not. Even as the angels and others in heaven execute God’s 
intent perfectly, so His intent will prevail on earth.  
 



These bold proclamations of God’s glory and His sovereignty put the person praying and the subject of his prayer in 
proper relation. A man in prayer can have no illusions of who he is addressing.  
 

1. If he is wicked and unrepentant he had better flee from the Presence lest he be incinerated by His holy fire.  
2. If he is wicked but repentant, he had better throw himself on His mercy.  
3. If he is righteous, if had better humbly approach his Hallowed Father, speak honestly, and humbly accept the 

answer.  
 

V11 – The man who acknowledges the nature of God will have no trouble believing His desire and His ability to 
provide for him. Only after we bow the knee before the Lord can we have faith to ask Him for what we need.  
 
VV 12-13 – The God who can keep us physically can cleanse us spiritually. Further, He can protect us from falling 
into future temptations. The last section about God’s power and glory is not part of many early manuscripts but 
does not contradict known Scripture.  
 
VV 14-15 – In a wicked world, people sin against each other and against God continually, but by omission and 
commission. Those who refuse to forgive others eventually lose their ability to forgive at all. They also lose the 
ability to accept or even understand God’s forgiveness. As a result they themselves are not forgiven.  
 
Put another way, to forgive is to be more like God, the Father of Forgiveness. To fail to forgive is to become less like 
God. To become more like God is only possible through His Spirit, and is evidence of salvation. To become less like 
God is evidence of the lack of salvation.  
 
VV 16-18 – To fast is to deny oneself a physical pleasure, even a physical need, for a greater spiritual good. Since we 
are physical creatures it can be physically unpleasant to deny ourselves food or drink. A man who is truly starving 
will often have a poor appearance, and people who are trying to impress others will have the same in the hopes that 
others will be impressed by how much they give up to be “spiritual”. He may or may not expect any real spiritual 
gain at all.  
 
The righteous man, however, knows that the spiritual gain he can expect from fasting is far greater than the 
temporary physical discomfort he must endure. Fasting becomes an investment to help the man delve deeper into 
the glory of God. Since God is his reward, he has no need for others’ approval. Since he will receive great spiritual 
blessings, he has no need to look sad and haggard.  
 
VV 19-21 - Repeatedly in the Scriptures, Jesus told His people to think of spiritual matters, to consider spiritual as 
well as material matters. Yet as people we are so trapped by the immediate flow of sensory inputs around us that 
we seem impervious to eternal musings. In the same way, we strive for physical rewards, food, clothing, shelter, and 
comfort, and for earthly rewards, power and fame, rather than heavenly ones. People look very little at what 
happened before they were born and are unable and unwilling to consider what will happen after they are dead. 
Therefore our mental time frames are 70 or 80 years, less than a blink in eternity.  
 
The man of God treads a different path. Though he is intensely interested in day to day life and helps everyone he 
can in every way he can, he does so with the perspective of eternity. A good man might feed a hungry child, but the 
man of God feeds him for the glory of God; to reveal the character of Jehovah Jireh (God the provider) to the child 
and to those around. A good man might defend the defenseless, but a man of God will do so because God Almighty 
(El Shaddai) would defend him. A good man might fight for justice, but a man of God will do so because the God of 
Justice (El Mishpat) demands it. An unbelieving man, no matter how good his actions seem to be, does not have the 
Lord at the center of everything he does. His actions are rooted in the failing world, and so ultimately his actions will 
fail. The servant of God, by contrast, anchors his thoughts, words and deeds in the Everlasting One, and so 
ultimately his work will last forever.  
 



To store up treasure in heaven is to invest in the work of God for the sake of God and the benefit of man. Such 
treasure can never be diminished by theft or decay.  
 
VV 22-23 – Physiologically, light enters the body through the eyes. One who has clear eyes is therefore able to 
respond fully to the message brought by the light. Spiritually, the light of God’s word enters through reading and 
hearing the Scriptures. One who has clear eyes is therefore able to respond fully to God’s message. If a person’s 
eyes are unable to receive the light of the Spirit, he will be dark because the light of truth cannot get in.  
 
V24 – Money is temporal; it can do nothing in the world to come. However since humans focus relentlessly on this 
world and very little on the next, they focus relentlessly on money. This constant focus on worldly wealth takes 
focus away from heavenly wealth. Once we get to heaven we will say “What a fool I was! Why did I spend so much 
time on things that could never last!” 
 
VV 25-32 - Jesus was teaching the people in this part of the Sermon on the Mount about serving God rather than 
money, incessantly pursuing it. It is valid to seek money, since everyone needs food, clothing and shelter, but invalid 
to use money to puff oneself up.   
 
The God who Is is absolutely sovereign and, just like He does for the birds and the flowers, will meet the physical 
needs of His people.  
 
VV 33-34 – In a masterful summary, Jesus told His listeners to put the eternal matters, the glory of God, first in their 
priorities. If they did that, God would meet their other needs as well.  
 
Matthew 7 
 
VV 1-2 – This is probably one of the most famous verses in the Sermon on the Mount, and it is typically used by one 
person to rebuke another. My best friend was cohabiting with a girl that he met in college and wrote me asking my 
opinion on whether they should get married. While I believed that marriage is far superior to cohabitation, I also 
cared enough for him to know that she would be a snare to him for the rest of his life. I wrote back with a simple 
message, “absolutely not!” and I quickly became the recipient of the label “Pharisee!” and the rebuke “do not judge 
or you will be judged.” 
 
In the broadest sense, everyone judges everything every day. People constantly make judgments about what they 
will do, where they will go, and how the like or dislike one thing or another. They even make judgments about 
people every day, deciding who they will do things or go places with. Most of these judgments are quite benign and 
quite necessary for the normal living of life. Even in moral issues, Jesus’ command “do not judge” must be 
understood in the context of His other statement “you will know a tree by its fruit,” which necessarily involves 
judging.  
 
The best way to understand verse one is in context with verse two. Jesus was not saying “never judge” but He was 
saying “when you judge, judge with the right measure, for you will be measured in the same way that you measure 
others.” Jesus was not teaching a life without judging, which is as impossible as it is undesirable. Rather He was 
teaching a life with judging on the right criteria, His criteria, and with large doses of mercy intermixed. If we judge 
others with God’s standard, we will find ourselves far less ready to punish and more ready to forgive. It is nothing 
less than we need ourselves.  
 
VV 3-5 – In the same vein, unconfessed sin clouds ones understanding, and yet those with unconfessed sin are the 
most likely to rebuke sin in others. Why? Because those who have dealt with their sin know how awful it is and how 
much God has forgiven in their lives. If they approach others about their sin, it is in a spirit of humility, as one 
starving man telling another where to get food. Though who have not confessed their sin to the Lord and received 
His gracious forgiveness approach others in a spirit of pride, as a superior telling an inferior what to do.  



 
The imagery is of a man whose eyes are covered by a log groping about and trying to pull a flake of wood out of the 
eye of another. It is almost tragi-comic; the groping comic and the damage that he does to the person he is trying to 
“help” tragic. Jesus’ hearers would have seen both. His theme is that only those who have recently experienced the 
forgiveness and restoration of the Lord and who consequently have His humility can be trusted to help others 
experienced His forgiveness and restoration.  
 
V6 – Everyone has an impure mind; that is the nature of sin. However some people want their minds to be pure and 
others are content to stay in their impurity. “What is holy” in this case refers to the teaching of the Lord. Everyone 
should be introduced to the word of God, but only those who are interested should receive more. Those who do not 
recognize the glory of God in His holy word should be left to themselves. To give them the word of God is to invite 
ridicule and even persecution. Maybe someday they will be ready, and maybe they will not.  
 
VV 7-8 – God is ready and willing to give Himself to anyone who asks. Man’s problem is that we ask for the wrong 
things. We ask the Lord for things rather than asking Him for Himself, even though the things that we crave cannot 
satisfy, and He is the most magnificent gift in the universe. Using repetition to hammer the point home in the minds 
of His listeners, Jesus told them that those who seek God will find Him, and those who knock on heaven’s door will 
have it opened for them.  
 
VV 9-11 – Not only is the Father ready and willing to give the ultimate gift, Himself, He is determined to meet the 
physical needs of His followers as well. Humans, who are inherently evil, still know how to give good gifts to those 
they love. In an infinitely greater sense God, who is inherently good, knows how to give good gifts to those He loves, 
and even to those who reject Him.  
 
V12 – In this version of the Golden Rule, Jesus told His listeners to do to others whatever you would want done for 
yourself. My late father in law, Richard Harding, preached that whenever someone is behaving badly we want to 
whip them into shape, to give them “a piece of my mind.” When we are doing something wrong, however, we often 
want others to be kind to us, to understand us, and to help us to do better in the future. So we rebuke others and 
want kindness for ourselves in a similar situation. How much better would we all be if did unto others what we want 
them to do for us? 
 
VV 13-14 – Because our natures are corrupt we naturally gravitate toward the corrupt. Corruption manifests itself in 
laziness and the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). The road to hell, therefore, is broad and easy to tread. Satan 
is happy to have his victims padding softly through life, falling prey to him without even realizing it.       
 
V15 – False prophets are deadly to the church, which is why Satan uses so many of them. They confuse others, 
weaken their ability to resist temptation, and bring shame on the name of Christ. They seem to be fellow believers, 
harmless and trustworthy partakers of the Spirit, but they are deceivers. Their words sound so much like the truth 
that unwary Christians can believe them, but just like the serpent in the garden, the result of heeding their 
instruction is death. 
 
VV 16-18 – Jesus, the Master Teacher, used a familiar example to illustrate an important point. Grape vines, fig trees 
and olive trees were important in ancient Israel, as were many other fruit bearing plants. However a plant can only 
produce fruit according to its kind. Grapes did not grow on trees, and figs and olives did not grow on vines. To think 
otherwise would be foolish. Just as plants produce fruit in accordance with their nature, so people produce works 
according to their nature. Those indwelt by the good nature of the Spirit produce good works, and those lacking the 
Spirit of God produce bad works.  
 
People can chose words which deceive, but they cannot long do works which deceive. As a charlatan will say 
anything that he thinks will gain him fame or money, so a false prophet will speak words to tickle the ears of his 
hearers (2 Timothy 4:3). It is far harder, however, to act in a way consistent with your words, especially in the long 



run. A man claiming to be a prophet, to speak special knowledge from the Lord, will only be accepted as one if he 
acts in accordance with his words. For this reason, Jesus commanded the people to listen to each other’s’ words and 
look at each other’s actions. Only if the words and actions were consistent with each other and with the rest of the 
revealed word of God should the person be believed.   
 
VV 19-20 – Those who produce bad fruit and refuse to repent but continue to do so will suffer punishment. Jesus’ 
conclusion is that His people should judge others by their fruits.  
 
V21 – Many of us with be surprised at who we find in heaven. The most wicked and longest serving Israelite king in 
the Old Testament, Manasseh, will be there (2 Chronicles 33:12-13). Some of the most prominent men in First 
Century Israel such as Annas and Caiaphas, probably will not. Some of the most famous leaders in the Church, 
fellows such as Cardinal Borgia, may not; it is impossible to know. Those we see in heaven will be the ones who 
followed God’s word and did His works.  
 
VV 22-23 – Genuine miracles such as those done by Jesus are proofs of the work of God. However mountebanks 
from the magicians of Pharaoh (Exodus 7:10-22) to Simon (Acts 8:9-11) have done remarkable things from the hand 
of Satan or imitated mighty works to accomplish their evil purposes. Therefore even things that look like miracles, in 
the absence of the words and deeds of God, are not to be trusted.   
 
VV 24-27 – Using another common metaphor, Jesus concluded His teachings to the people. Those who wished to 
follow Jesus would be strong against the storms of life and avoid being deceived by others only if they heard His 
words and then acted on them. To do otherwise was to invite catastrophe.  
 
VV 28-29 – Jesus quoted Scripture but He did not cite prominent rabbis or other religious leaders of the past. Unlike 
other itinerant teachers of the time, He invoked His own authority and that of the Scriptures but did not appeal to 
the authority of others when He taught. How could He, because Jesus knew that He was God and that there was no 
authority besides Him.   
 
Matthew 8  
 
V1 – Having found a teacher like Jesus, the crowd did not want to let Him go. Some may have followed Him for His 
entertainment value; in the ancient world there were few of the things that we amuse ourselves with today. Many 
however followed Jesus because here was a man different from any other they had ever met. He had a power and 
yet a gentleness of spirit that was wholly unfamiliar.  
 
VV 2-4 – It is not clear if this man had actual leprosy (mycobacterium leprae) or had one of the many other diseases 
that ancients associated with leprosy. The Hebrew word used in Leviticus (ַתָעָרצ tsara`ath) refers to any malignant 
skin disease.  People having such diseases, referred to as lepers, were truly outcasts. They were forbidden from 
participating in the life of Israel and had to stay in their own camps with other lepers outside the city (Leviticus 
13:45-46). As harsh as this punishment may be, it was done to quarantine such people away from the population 
lest their contagion spread to others.  
 
This man did an unusual thing. He was supposed to shy away from other people but instead approached Jesus and 
asked to be cleansed. Seeing his faith, Jesus did so, and then told the man to present himself to the priest to be 
certified as healed in accordance with Leviticus 14. He also told the man not to tell anyone else. News would get 
around quickly enough and Jesus’ reputation would grow. However, He did not want His followers to overheat with 
excitement before the right time. Jesus was creating a movement that would change the world, not a momentary 
sensation. He wanted a slow and ever growing burn, not an explosive that would make a lot of noise and then be 
gone in a moment. Telling others not to tell about Him and departing alone for a time were two of the things that 
Jesus did to keep the temperature down.  
 



Unfortunately the man disobeyed Jesus and spread the word around. As a result, Jesus and His disciples had to 
withdraw outside the city (Mark 1:40-45). 
 
VV 5-7 – Jesus went from the mount to Capernaum on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. Centurions were usually 
Roman and they commanded about 100 legionaries, the size of a small company in the modern US Army. The 
centurion showed unusual compassion for his servant, coming to Jesus with this special request.  Jesus offered to 
come and heal him. Luke reported that this man was “worthy” and that he “loved our nation” and “built us a 
synagogue (Luke 7:4-5).” 
 
VV 8-9 – The centurion knew that Jesus was a man of authority, but the extent of his understanding is amazing. He 
had heard about Jesus’ healing power and may have seen a miracle for himself, but he could have had no idea how 
He did it. Many people in antiquity passed themselves off as healers or physicians but usually they performed their 
“craft” in the presence of the one to be cured. The placebo effect, when a person gets better because they believe 
that they will get better and not because of any outside influence, is strong enough to heal in many cases. However 
doctors from Hippocrates to Osler have known that their personal presence invokes the strongest placebo.  
 
The centurion did not understand medicine but as a leader he did understand authority. He probably did not know 
where Jesus’ authority came from, but he knew that He had it. He also knew that Jesus’ authority was far greater 
than his own and that he was not worthy to benefit in any way from it. So the centurion asked Jesus simply to say 
the word; that would be enough to heal his servant.  
 
V10 – Jesus was amazed. Here was a Gentile with little background in the Jewish scriptures who nonetheless 
understood authority so well that he knew what Jesus could do.  
 
VV 11-12 – The Lord prophesied that many not of the house of Israel would enjoy heaven with the great Hebrews of 
old, while many of the house of Israel would not.  
 
V13 – Jesus healed the servant at that very moment.  
  
VV 14-15 – Peter lived in Capernaum with his mother in law. It is not clear if his wife was still alive or not because 
she is never mentioned in the Bible. Out of compassion for them both, Jesus healed her. Then she did what she 
could do for Him; she served them.  
 
V16 – Since Jesus was staying at Peter’s house in the city, crowds knew where to find Him. They brought the sick and 
those who were oppressed by demonic powers. The Scriptures teach that all sickness and death is ultimately the 
result of evil in the universe but are not always clear about how evil forces cause sickness and death. The Bible 
speaks of demon-possession as inward control of a person by a demon (an evil spirit). Jesus’ power was sufficient to 
remove both the influence of evil spirits and the biological factors of disease.  
 
V17 – Matthew applied Isaiah 53:4 to physical healing. 
 
V18 – Rather than spending another day teaching and healing the people of Capernaum, Jesus went across the Sea 
of Galilee to work on the eastern shore.  
 
VV 19-20 – A young lawyer bubbling with enthusiasm for this new and powerful teacher promised to follow Him. 
Jesus knew better, and hinted that even as He suffered physical hardship, so His followers would.  
 
VV 21-22 - Another excited man promised to follow Jesus a little later, after his father had passed away, but not 
right now. Jesus reply suggested that nothing was more important than following Him. The spiritually dead, those 
who cared nothing for spiritual things, could handle the worldly matters. In truth if the man did not follow now, he 
probably never would.  



 
V23 – The “Jesus Boat” was found buried in the mud on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee by fisherman 
after the waters had receded during a drought in 1986. It has been dated from the first century AD and is 27 feet 
long, 7.5 feet wide and 4.3 feet high. It was made of cedar planks with mortise and tenon joints, but had other types 
of wood as well and evidence of many repairs. The “Jesus Boat” could be rowed or sailed, and had a shallow draft to 
get close to the shore.  
 
VV 24-25 – Heavy storms arise quickly on the Sea of Galilee, because cold air from the Anti-Lebanon mountain range 
(Mount Hermon (9232 feet)) and the eastern slopes of the lake (2000 feet) moves into the water (700 feet below 
sea level). Also known as Lake Gennesaret, it is a shallow body of water, only 200 feet deep, and so these winds stir 
up quite a tempest with little warning. The disciples were probably rowing against the wind and were far out into 
the sea when the storm hit. The boat was filling with water, the disciples were terrified, and Jesus, supremely 
serene, was asleep. The Lord was probably exhausted from His many hours of teaching and healing.  
 
Panicky, the disciples roused Jesus and asked Him to save them. They clearly didn’t expect Him to calm the storm, 
but they had tried everything they could think of to no avail. Perhaps they hoped He would give them superhuman 
strength and endurance to row the boat against the wind and to bail the water.  
 
VV 26-27 – Jesus was not angry with His disciples but did pose a rhetorical question; “why do you have so little faith 
that you are afraid?” Not waiting for an answer, Jesus sat up and admonished the wind and the waves to be still. The 
storm died down immediately, and the disciples were amazed. They did not think that this healer and teacher had 
power even to control the elements. 
 
The root of the problem was that the disciples still did not know who Jesus was. He looked and acted like a prophet, 
but He claimed to be much more. Jesus’ claim to fulfill the Law (Matthew 5:17) was bold and could even be 
considered presumptuous. His statement that even the religious leaders of the time lacked the righteousness to 
enter heaven (Matthew 5:20) was scandalous. Even more, on His own authority Jesus reinterpreted prohibitions on 
adultery and murder to be even tighter than the most conservative Jewish teachers (Matthew 5:21-28). Most of all, 
Jesus’ miracles showed that He was much more than a typical traveling Jewish rabbi. The disciples didn’t understand 
that Jesus was God Incarnate. If they had, they would not have been surprised that He could calm the storm.  
 
V28 – Some texts say Gergasenes and some say Gadarenes. Either way, the area was on the eastern slopes of the 
Sea of Galilee. An ancient graveyard is located in the area around modern Khersa and a path goes between the 
tombs and the steep slope to the shore. It is just the right situation for two violent (demon-possessed) men to block 
passage on the trail. Mark 5:2 and Luke 8:27 mention only one man but these passages are probably talking about 
the same story.    
 
V29 – We know that evil spirits were involved because they showed far more insight than anyone else about Jesus’ 
true identity. Others did not know that He was the Son of God and also that the judgment of demons was at hand. 
These servants of the Evil One knew who they were dealing with and the power that He possessed. They knew that 
someday He could and would torment them forever.   
 
V30 – Since this was on the opposite side of the Sea of Galilee, these were most likely Gentile pig farmers. Jews 
were to avoid pigs.   
 
VV 31-32 – As noted in the commentary on this incident in Mark 5, the Hebrews objected to the concept of 
disembodied existence. These demons also wanted to be in some kind of a body, and if Jesus would not let them 
stay in the body of this man, they would ask to be allowed to enter the pigs. Jesus was master of the situation, and 
He permitted them. The whole herd, probably a large portion of their owners total wealth, ran wildly down the 
slope and drowned in Lake Gennesaret.  
 



VV 33-34 – The herdsmen fled and told their bosses and anyone else who would listen in the nearby town. The 
townspeople, seemingly more concerned about their economic loss than about the salvation of two demon-
oppressed men, asked Jesus to leave the region.  
 
 
Matthew 9 
 
V1 – Jesus and His disciples left the eastern shore of Lake Gennesaret and to His “own city”, which was Capernaum.  
 
V2 – This episode is also described in Mark 2:1-12 and Luke 5:17-26. Jesus was teaching in a house in Capernaum 
when four men, carrying a paralyzed man on a litter, broke through the roof of the house and lowered the sick man 
through the hole and in front of Jesus. This was an act of great love on the part of the friends, who would be forced 
to repair the roof. It was also a great act of faith because they wouldn’t have done it if they had not been convinced 
that Jesus could heal him. Seeing both their great love and their great faith, Jesus responded in a manner 
guaranteed to puzzle those around and yet also guaranteed to meet the sick man’s greatest need.  
 
V3 – Local lawyers were present in the crowd and heard Jesus forgive the sins of the paralytic. Offended, they 
whispered among themselves that Jesus had blasphemed, making Himself out to be God.  
 
V4 – Jesus may have known their thoughts perfectly through divine knowledge, but He knowing the Law and the 
lawyers as well as He did, Jesus could have made a pretty accurate guess about what their thoughts were simply 
from intuition. One reason that Jesus said “your sins are forgiven” was to emphasize who He really was, knowing 
that that statement would antagonize the legal scholars. He would logically have expected them to think exactly 
what they did, and then challenged them on it.  
 
V5 – This question has a double meaning. On one hand forgiving sins is the hardest thing in the world to do, so hard 
that only God can do it.  Therefore “your sins are forgiven” would be harder to say. On the other hand “your sins are 
forgiven” is not verifiable by onlookers and as a consequence is easy to say. “Rise and walk”, which is independently 
verifiable, is harder to say.  
 
VV 6-7 - Jesus said “your sins are forgiven” to make a claim to deity, and He said “rise and walk” to show that He had 
the power of deity. The once paralyzed man did as the Lord commanded.  
 
V8 – The crowd still believed that Jesus was only a man and were therefore amazed that God had given this power 
to this man. Notably, they glorified God. They did not glorify the man Jesus.  
 
V9 – Leaving the area Jesus encountered Mathew, who probably ran a toll booth outside Capernaum, which was 
near the boundary of the territory between Philip the Tetrarch (ruler of Decapolis) and Herod Antipas (ruler of 
Galilee and Perea). After taking a comfortable cut, Matthew would remit the tax to the Romans. It was easy work, 
well compensated, and highly competitive. Men would wait years and pay substantial bribes to get a good booth on 
a busy road. For Matthew to leave this to follow Jesus was a big step, and from the world’s standpoint, a big 
sacrifice. With the courage borne of conviction, Matthew did it.  
 
VV 10-11 – Jesus dined at Matthew’s house with other tax collectors, perhaps harlots, and other disreputable 
people that the religious Jews would call sinners. The Pharisees, now watching Him closely for any slip up, objected 
to Jesus’ choice of dinner companions. Rather than confronting Him, however, they asked His disciples.  
 
VV 12-13 – Jesus had good hearing as well as profound insight. “Go and learn what this means” can be understood 
as “go back to the Scriptures and study it again, because you are missing the main point.” The Scripture that Jesus 
was referring to was Hosea 6:6, in which the prophet quoted God saying “for I desired mercy and not sacrifice”. The 



Pharisees were expert at external religion but largely missed the need for change in the heart. Everyone, including 
the most observant Pharisee, is a sinner. What they need is the mercy of God, not more religious ceremony.  
  
His reply suggested that some people were whole, some were not, and only the latter needed a physician. However 
it is better read as saying that while everyone is spiritually diseased, not everyone realizes their condition. Only 
those who realize and admit their spiritual sickness can be healed, and they are the people to whom He was sent.    
 
Verse 13 clarified and expanded on what Jesus said. His interrogators were spiritually sick but refused to admit it. 
Matthew’s guests were spiritually sick but they knew it. Jesus did not come to call those who boasted in their own 
righteousness but to those who realized that they need forgiveness. Only the latter would be able to receive the gift 
that He had to give.  
 
V14 – Luke 5:33 states that this question came from the Pharisees. It is likely that some of the Pharisees remained 
from the prior discourse and some disciples of John were present as well. John baptized on the Jordan River, the 
outflow of which was just around the Sea of Galilee from Capernaum. John’s primary ministry was probably farther 
south on the river but his disciples certainly interacted with Jesus’ disciples at times.  
 
V15 – John the Baptist described himself at the best man and Jesus as the bridegroom (John 3:29). Continuing John’s 
metaphor of a wedding, Jesus placed Himself back in the bridegroom role and said that His presence was an 
occasion for joy. The time for fasting, taken as a form of self-denial and even mourning in this case, would come 
when the bridegroom was taken away.  
 
VV 16-17 – Moving on, Jesus taught that not only was His presence cause for great celebration, but it was the 
beginning of totally new things. The old ways of life, the old teachings of the rabbis, and the old ways of thinking 
were about to be fulfilled and superseded. Jesus’ teaching, that God Himself would solve the problem of sin for all 
humanity for all time, was so unexpected and so spectacular that it would remake the world.  
 
This new teaching simply could not be understood with the old ways of thinking and acting. Wineskins expanded as 
the wine within them fermented and gas accumulated. Similarly old fabric stretched with use. Putting new wine into 
an old wineskin, which had already stretched as far as it could, would burst it. Putting a new patch onto an old cloth, 
which had already stretched as far as it could, would rip the old cloth. The same was true of Jesus’ new teachings; 
the external religious rituals of the old way would have no place in His revelation.  
 
VV 18-19 - A ruler in the synagogue named Jairus (Mark 5:22, Luke 8:41) begged Jesus to come to his house and 
save his daughter who was at the point of death (or just died). To this point in His ministry Jesus had only healed the 
sick; He had not yet raised the dead, so the official wanted Him to come quickly so He might get there in time. Jesus’ 
close follower Martha had the same reaction when her brother Lazarus died (John 11:21). In response to this crisis, 
Jesus and His disciples began to go. 
 
VV 20-22 – Crowds pressed in on Jesus and His disciples as they walked down the road following Jairus (Mark 5:31, 
Luke 8:45). In their midst a woman, probably in her 30s, probably anemic, and probably very poor, came up behind 
Jesus and, reaching through the throng of people, touched Him. This woman had suffered from heavy and frequent 
menses for 12 years and nothing was helping, and she had the faith to go to Jesus to be healed. It took great faith 
because touching Jesus was risky for her: 
 

1. She was ceremonially unclean and would make Jesus ceremonially unclean by touching Him. In fact, 
everything that had touched for 12 years was unclean. 

2. She was a Jewish woman who had no business touching a Jewish man. To do so was to invite censure as a 
woman of ill repute.  

3. She was a nobody and Jesus was famous and popular (at least for now). 
 



This unnamed woman had a hard life, and to touch Jesus would be to risk adding shame and rebuke to her already 
heavy burden. Nonetheless, she did it, and instantly she felt the bleeding stop.  
 
At this point she probably wanted to slip away, healed and unnoticed, but Jesus’ response eliminated that 
possibility. He stopped, turned, and asked who touched Him. To the disciples it seemed like a silly question because 
scores of people were touching Him. But Jesus knew that power had gone out of Him to heal only one. Quivering in 
fear, the woman came forward and confessed the whole thing (Mark 5:33).  
 
Jairus, meanwhile, was probably apoplectic. He had left his daughter at the point of death, raced as fast as he could 
to get Jesus, and was racing back when this woman interrupted everything. If he was like most people in this 
desperate situation he would have asked himself several questions: 
 

1. Why did this woman have to come up and bother Jesus? 
2. My daughter is dying and she is only bleeding, why is He putting her needs first? 
3. Does Jesus really need to hear the whole story? 
4. Why couldn’t God have had this happen after Jesus healed my daughter? He would have had plenty of time 

then.  
5. Who is this unclean beggar woman anyway? Why does she get priority over a synagogue official who has 

done so much for his people? 
6. Will Jesus get to my house too late to do anything? 

 
If Jairus didn’t have thoughts like this during the five or 10 minutes that it took all of this to occur, he was truly a 
remarkable man. When his servant came up before Jesus had even finished speaking (Mark 5:35) and told Jairus 
that his daughter was dead, his hope probably vanished. If anyone seemed to have reason to be furious at this 
woman, and at Jesus, it was Jairus. The situation was so tense that Jesus comforted Jairus, saying “stop being afraid, 
only believe.”      
 
V23 – Families in mourning in first century Israel hired professional wailers and flute players, usually women, to join 
them in grieving. The synagogue official was probably relatively wealthy and so had several. They may have been 
waiting for the girl to take her last breath, but they and the rest of crowd arrived before Jesus did.  
 
V24 – Jesus knew that the girl was dead, but communicated to those around that in this case, her death was like 
sleep, and she would awaken. Having seen death a thousand times and never seen anyone wake up from it, the 
mourners and others in the crowd laughed at Jesus.  They either thought that He was clueless or that He was making 
some kind of sick joke.  
 
VV 25-26 – The mourners gone, Jesus entered the room, took the girl’s hand, and she arose. For the same reasons 
as noted before, Jesus told those around to say nothing, but news like that cannot be suppressed. Soon it was 
everywhere.  
 
VV 27-28 – On leaving Jairus’ house two blind men who had probably attached themselves to the crowd around 
Jesus called Him asking for healing. The title “Son of David” was a Messianic title. He was either going back to 
Matthew's house or to Peter’s house in Capernaum and the blind men boldly followed Him in. Jesus confronted 
them directly, asking if they believed that He could heal them. Having just experienced His raising Jairus’ daughter 
from the dead, one would hope that they would believe.  
 
VV 29-31 – Jesus must have some reason to doubt their faith because His statement, “it shall be done to you 
according to your faith”, is not typically compared to His other healings. Nonetheless their eyes were opened. 
Afterwards Jesus gave His standard, and again disobeyed, warning. 
 



VV 32-33 – It was a busy day for Jesus. No sooner had these men gone than another group brought in a mute man 
who was also demon possessed. Jesus healed him too, and astonishment grew in the crowd. How could it not, since 
no prophet of old including Moses himself had ever done anything like this. 
 
V34 – The Pharisees had two options in their attempts to explain these amazing works; either the Jesus’ power to 
heal and save came from God or it came from the devil. Unwilling to believe that God sent Jesus; they were forced 
to conclude that Jesus was doing miracles through the power of Satan.   
 
VV 35-36 – Matthew probably used the preceding verses in this chapter to describe a typical day for Jesus. He 
traveled everywhere in the region, teaching and healing. Jesus had profound compassion on all of those around; 
first for their spiritual darkness and discouragement, and second for their physical trials.  
 
When Jesus looked at the people around Him, He saw their need. Man lives a life of pretense to other men; he 
pretends to be wealthy, wise, satisfied and self-assured though he is not. Even the most confident and most 
successful among us struggle during the bitter watches of the night. As a physician and a pastor I see the chronic 
pain, the depression, and the sleepless nights of people, whether they seem flawed or flawless. Those most brash 
are often the least healthy. We focus on our emptiness…and despair.  
 
Jesus’ love for His neighbors was so great and His trust in the Father so deep that He was not threatened by anyone. 
There were religious leaders and their sympathizers in every crowd that Jesus addressed, and these people would 
conspire in His execution not long afterward, but He did not fear them. Jesus’ tenderness cut like a hot knife through 
the cold butter of their pretense. His gaze melted the ice from the hardest heart and His voice dissolved the rock 
from the stoniest soul. When Jesus looked at other men He saw emptiness, not an enemy. The Spirit of Love was so 
powerful in Him, He could never stem the stream.  
 
Jesus Christ inhabits His followers through the Holy Spirit. Therefore we have no excuse for not being like Him. Man 
can cause temporary pain but never eternal harm to a servant of the King. Christians have neither right nor reason 
to consider flesh and blood our enemies (Ephesians 6:12), but rather must strive to bless, to heal, to encourage, and 
to save, like He did. Christ has filled our emptiness, and His Spirit is plentiful to fill others’ emptiness as well.     
 
VV 37-38 – Sometimes modern Christians become discouraged because they think that the world is rejecting the 
gospel of Christ and the work of His people. Nothing could be further from the truth. As in the case of the religious 
leaders of Israel, some people will always reject Jesus, no matter who the teacher is. Most people, however, simply 
need Jesus Christ shown to them as He is. Too often we communicate Christ as we are, and that is not good enough. 
The task of believers is simply to lift Jesus up. Because of our unbelief, and just like when Jesus spoke these words, 
there are too few workers to do His perfect work.  
 
Why are there so few workers? Because our lives revolve around ourselves. People, even believers in Christ, try to 
fill their void with money, fame, power, accomplishments, and entertainment. It never works. Rivers of Life will flow 
out of His faithful servants, and the blessings will pour onto everyone around.   
 
Matthew 10 
 
V1 – Having told His disciples that the harvest was plentiful but the laborers were few, Jesus prepared them to go 
out on their own proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of God. In becoming man Jesus limited Himself and there 
was simply more work to be done than He could physically accomplish so Jesus knew that even He needed to work 
through others. This stands as a good example to those who think that they can evangelize the world all by 
themselves; they cannot, and great leaders work through others.  
 



Jesus gave His disciples the same kind of power that He had so that they could do the same things that He was 
doing. Unlike Jesus’, who Himself was and is God, their power was derivative, not coming from themselves but 
coming from Him.  
 
The Lord sends believers out into the world today just as He did then. He gives us power over the unseen world as 
well as the seen world.  
 
VV 2-4 – Comparing this list with the other lists of disciples (Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:13-16), Peter is listed first and 
Judas Iscariot is listed last. Jesus’ closest and most famous disciples, Peter, Andrew, James and John, are found at 
the beginning of the list. It is also worth noting that the men are called disciples (μαθητής mathētēs – learner, pupil) 
in verse 1 but apostles (ἀπόστολος apostolos – delegate, messenger, one sent forth) in verse 2. The transition 
probably reflects the fact that Jesus had fully trained them and given them power.  
 
VV 5-6 - Jesus sent out His twelve disciples first (Mark 6:7-13, Luke 9:1-6) and then sent out seventy of His disciples 
later (Luke 10:1-16). He gave explicit instructions to give the message to the Jewish people at this time. They could 
share with any Samaritans or Gentiles that they met along the way, as He did with the woman at the well and the 
Roman centurion, but they were not to seek out anyone but Jews. Israel had received the promise under Abraham 
and carried the word of God for two millennia, and they were to hear the good news first. Jesus sent them out in 
teams of two each.  
 
The Lord provided direction to His disciples but gave them enough leeway to chart their own course to some degree. 
He did not micromanage their steps but trusted in the Spirit of Truth to guide them. Jesus developed their character 
and then trusted that they would be faithful to what He taught them.  
 
V7 – The disciples’ message was that the promised kingdom of God was very close. Everything that the prophets had 
predicted for the past 1400 years of Israel’s history was ready to happen. As such, they needed to believe in Jesus.  
 
V8 – To confirm the message Jesus gave them great power. They were to heal, to cleanse, to exorcise, and even to 
resurrect with that power, helping everyone who asked of them. The disciples were not to limit their good deeds to 
those they deemed worthy, but share with all. Jesus healed and helped plenty of people who we might say “didn’t 
deserve it”, such as the lepers who didn’t say thank you (Luke 17:11-19) and the lame man who later sold Him out to 
the Pharisees (John 5:1-16). Just as Jesus had freely given power to them, they had to freely give God’s blessings to 
others.  
 
God gives us power today. With modern medicine, missionaries can produce miracles of healing nearly unheard of 
in ancient times. With the power of the Bible, hearts can change forever. With purpose from the Lord and fellowship 
with others, man’s darkest despair can give way to the greatest joy. The Lord generally works through ordinary 
means, and in the modern world He has made the ordinary extraordinary.  
 
VV 9-10 – People would try to give the disciples money for their services or to get influence over them, but the 
disciples were to refuse all gifts. Furthermore they were not to take money, supplies or equipment with them. The 
disciples were to trust that God would work through the people to whom they ministered to provide their needs.  
 
Human nature being as it is, gifts necessarily build a sense of obligation in the recipient. But the power of God 
cannot be bought with money (Acts 8:18-23) and so in this circumstance, the disciples could not take payment for 
what they did. 
 
VV 11-13 – When they came into a city, the disciples would meet many people milling about in the streets and 
marketplaces. They were to ask a few which citizens of the city had good reputations for righteous living and 
hospitality, and where they lived. The disciples were then to go to the first house on their list, greet the inhabitants 
with a blessing and ask to stay there for a few days. If the denizen proved their worth by inviting them to stay, the 



disciples’ blessing would remain upon them. If not, the disciples’ blessing would return to the disciples. Jesus’ men 
were to stay with their hosts and eat whatever food they provided until they left the city.  
 
This arrangement for missions had several advantages: 

1. It provided materially for the disciples. They did not need to become beggars.  
2. It allowed the disciples great freedom of movement and action. 
3. Lack of wealth and other possessions made them less of a target to brigands who might otherwise waylay 

them on the road. 
4. It avoided the perception that the disciples were socially above or below others in the town. 
5. Since the disciples were staying with people in town well known for hospitality and godly living, the teams 

received local credibility from their hosts. This would enhance the believability of their message.  
6. The host family would likely have contacts in town and could influence them to advance the disciple’s 

message. 
7. Going out in pairs provided much more credibility to the disciples than they would have received alone.  
8. A pair of people is less likely to be attacked by robbers or rejected at the front door than one person alone. 
9. Members of a team can complement each other’s strengths and compensate for each other’s weaknesses.   

 
What did the hosts get out of it? 

1. Priority access to the message and miraculous power of the disciples. 
2. Favorable association with people who were about to become famous for doing great things in their city.  
3. A living example of godliness in close proximity to them; they could watch and learn. 
4. The real blessing of God on their endeavors as proclaimed through the disciples. “God bless you” is not a 

greeting, but a generous gift of a powerful reality. If the disciples blessed someone, they truly were blessed.  
 
It is clear that Jesus’ plan for the disciples’ mission work was rock solid. The biggest winners would be the disciples 
themselves, and the next biggest winners would be the host family. As with everything else in God’s economy, the 
biggest blessings are reserved for those who serve the most.  
 
V14 – There was a chance that despite their good reputation, some potential host families would not receive the 
disciple team. If they did not, the team was to go to the next house on the list. If the town rejected the disciples as a 
whole, the team was to leave the city and go to the next.  
 
Jews that traveled to Gentile lands sometimes shook the dust of those lands off their feet when they returned to 
Jewish soil. This was done in disdain for the Gentiles. Paul and Barnabas did this when they were rejected from 
Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:51). 
 
V15 – Jesus promised His disciples that in the day of final judgment, the cities that rejected them would face a harsh 
penalty. Pisidan Antioch, for example, was destroyed in 713 AD by the Umayyads.  
 
Too often Christians are embarrassed by the message of Jesus; we are ashamed to share the gospel for fear of being 
rejected or even ridiculed. Instead of fearing a rejection for our sake, we must fear rejection for their sake. Believers 
in Christ have the true words of life, the only words of life. As noted above, we have nothing and no one to fear. 
Non-Christians have their eternal destiny at stake. People who reject the perfect sacrifice of Jesus have rejected the 
only thing that can grant them eternal life with the Father.  
 
V16 – Despite Jesus’ careful preparations, the world was still the harsh place that it was (and is), and the disciples 
could expect resistance. They were being sent out to proclaim peace and justice in a world where peace and justice 
were considered a fantasy by many. The message that thousands of years of Jewish history were about to be 
fulfilled would make many incredulous; it was simply too good to be true. As a result, the disciples were to behave 
shrewdly while staying righteous.  
 



VV 17-18 – Mark 6:30 and Luke 9:10 imply that the persecution that Jesus mentioned here did not occur on this 
missions journey, but this journey was merely a precursor for more to come. On future missions journeys, 
everything that Jesus prophesied happened. The message of Christ was so radical that the first persecutions came 
from the Jewish religious authorities. Since these authorities were limited in their power, the disciples would then 
face persecution at the hands of the Roman and other governments.  
 
This persecution, far from being an unhappy side effect of God’s plan, was part of God’s plan. The disciples would be 
persecuted because Jesus Himself is such a dividing figure, and as a means to spread the gospel to the whole world. 
A religious movement which stirred up no waters would never have been noticed by Jerusalem, much less Rome. 
Christianity might have remained a minority religion for a few decades and then faded into history like so many 
other faiths. But because of the amazing person and work of Jesus, the only man to ever bodily raise from the dead 
into immortality, the relentless advance of Christianity, and consequently persecution, were inevitable. 
 
VV 19-20 - Being handed over to a magistrate with the power of life and death over you is a terrifying thing, but 
even more terrifying to the true believer meeting the God that you said you loved but now have denied. Jesus 
promised His disciples that in their hour of greatest need, the Holy Spirit would speak for them. They didn’t need to 
prepare a formal statement; they merely needed to keep their hearts right before God.  
 
V21 – Jesus was so divisive that even families would be torn apart over Him. We see this today in the Muslim world 
especially. People who become Christians are often disowned, injured or even killed by their unbelieving family 
members. And just as Paul did when he persecuted Christians in the first century, the killers believe that they are 
serving God. 
 
V22 – All mankind will ultimately stand in two lines before Jesus. One will be those who love Him and devote their 
eternity to worshipping Him. The second will be those who hate Him. There is no in-between. Jesus was not saying 
that every person would hate Christians, otherwise there would be no Christianity, but that many people, including 
some of all types, would hate Christians. Not all in every ethnic group would hate Jesus and His followers, but some 
in all ethnic groups would hate them.  
 
V23 – Persecution occurred in Jerusalem and so some Christians fled to Samaria. Then it occurred in Samaria and 
Galilee and so Christians fled elsewhere. Great persecutions have led to great people movements and great 
advances in spreading the Gospel and building the kingdom of God.  
 
The next portion of this verse is one of the most difficult in the New Testament. As noted earlier there is no 
evidence that the disciples were persecuted on this missionary journey, verses 16 and 17 seem to mark a transition 
from this journey to future journeys that these disciples will take in which they will be persecuted. If this is true, 
Jesus’ words state that He would come before they finished going through the cities of Israel. There are various 
possibilities as to its meaning: 
 

1. This statement refers back to the current missions journey and means that Jesus will see them again before 
they finish going through the cities of Israel. The main difficulty with this view is that they probably were not 
persecuted during this journey, or any time before the death of Jesus. 

2. This statement continues the discussion in verses 16-22 which refers to persecutions in the early Church. The 
“Son of Man comes” may then refer to the Second Coming of Christ. The main difficulty is that the gospel 
certainly has been proclaimed (if not believed) through all the cities of Israel and yet Jesus has not returned.  

3. The statement continues the discussion in verses 16-22 which refers to persecutions in the early Church. The 
“Son of Man comes”, however, may refer to Him judging the unbelief of Israel through their rebellion and 
subsequent destruction in 70 AD. The main difficulty is that this usage of the phrase “Son of Man comes” is 
unusual. 

4. Some believe that Jesus was simply wrong. The main difficulty is that this view requires it holder to 
disbelieve much of the remainder of the Bible.  



 
VV 24-25 - The best that a student can hope is to be as good as his master. Jesus was about to suffer terrible 
persecution and even death. Religious leaders hated Him and called Him a master in the house of the devil 
(Beelzebul was an ancient Philistine deity). His disciples should expect no less.  
 
V26 – Even once these people have done the worst that they can do, they will themselves face judgment. All of their 
actions, including their wicked ones, will be widely known and judged as they deserve.   
 
V27 – Jesus’ message, meanwhile, should be proclaimed from the housetops and the mountaintops. Everyone 
should hear every word of Jesus, because He has the words of life.  
 
V28 – The authorities who would torture and even kill the disciples could only harm for a moment. Once the body 
was dead, there was nothing more that they could do, no matter how fiery their hate. God would craft Jesus’ 
followers a new body anyway, and no man could touch the soul. Therefore there is no point in fearing man.  
 
There is great reason to fear God, however. His judgment is final and His wrath condemns the whole man, 
resurrected body and immortal soul, to death in hell. Those who persecuted Christians had far more to fear than 
those Christians who were persecuted.  
 
VV 29-31 – Even as God had absolutely everything in control during the episode of raising Jairus’ daughter, despite 
the fall that the woman’s interruption seemed to have ruined everything, so God has everything under control in the 
lives of His servants. God controls the fate of the tiny sparrows, and so why wouldn’t He have a perfect plan for the 
people who love Him? 
 
VV 32-33 – To confess Jesus before men is to sometimes receive their acceptance and fellowship and to sometimes 
receive their wrath. However, it is also to receive Jesus’ approval at the throne of God. To deny Him before men is to 
sometimes gain their acceptance, but to always receive the rejection of God.  
 
VV 34-36 – Returning to the theme of Jesus as a divisive character, the Lord Himself described just how divisive He 
would be. As described above, Jesus was a man of peace, the prince of peace, and the ultimately enforcer of peace 
in the universe. However the Evil One and his minions, angelic and human alike, hate peace, and they will fight to 
destroy the people of God.  
 
VV 37-39 - Because of the conflict inherent in following Christ, He had to be the top priority for every one of His 
followers. Neither family nor personal desires could come before Him. In fact, suffering would accompany a life of 
service to the Lord. His followers simply needed to accept it. 
 
VV 40-42 – Just as an ambassador is a representative of a country and its leader, so Christians are representative of 
the Church and its leader, Jesus Christ. When England accepts the American ambassador it accepts America and its 
President. When a man accepts a Christian, he accepts the Church and its Lord. 
 
Even to the point of doing good works, the Lord will not forget the reward of those who do good.  
 
Matthew 11 
 
V1 – Having prepared the disciples for their first missionary journey, He sent them out. The six teams were probably 
traveling for several weeks if not months. Meanwhile Jesus went on His own to teach and preach.  
 
V2 – The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (37-100) wrote that “Herod Antipas feared that John’s influence would 
incite rebellion among the people” (Antiquities 18;5, 2). Mark and Luke wrote that Herod was having an affair with 
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, and John the Baptist denounced it (Mark 6:17-18, Luke 3:19). Probably as a 



result of both, Herod put John into prison. Josephus wrote that he was held and executed at the fortress of 
Machaerus in Perea. Herod enjoyed hearing John preach and allowed his disciples access to their leader.  
 
V3 – John the Baptist knew that it was only a matter of time before Herod ordered his execution. His ministry, once 
so successful, had decreased as he had said (John 3:30). Though at their first meeting John had recognized Jesus as 
the One sent from God (John 1:29-34), at this discouraging period in John’s life he had begun to doubt. He sent his 
disciples to ask Jesus once more if He was the Messiah. 
 
VV 4-6 – Jesus recognized John’s discouragement and responded in truth in compassion.  
 

1. He did not rebuke John for lack of faith, for John had been faithful before anyone else.  
2. He did not belittle John’s question with a flippant answer. 
3. Though Jesus was probably near the height of His popularity, He did not base His answer on the adoration of 

vast crowds.  
4. He did not act as though John had no choice in this struggle. 

 
Instead, Jesus told John’s disciples to look at the fruit of His work. Jesus was doing miracles, and no one but the 
Messiah could do that. Jesus was teaching with superhuman power, and no one but the Messiah could do that. 
Jesus focused His words of hope on the poor, and no one but the Messiah would do that. Most of all, Jesus’ work 
had great results. Once John’s disciples had considered the work of Jesus, they themselves would be convinced that 
Jesus was the One. Then when they returned they would convince their discouraged master. This was not a battle 
that John could win alone, and Jesus knew it. John’s disciples would help restore the faith of the great prophet.   
 
Jesus knew that the testimony of the disciples who John loved, not any “three point proof” that He could give, 
would touch John’s heart. John the Baptist was not struggling with an intellectual exercise about the identity of 
Jesus, he was battling the heart wrenching dread that maybe Jesus wasn’t the Chosen One and therefore his 
ministry had been in vain. The once powerful prophet John the Baptist was at the lowest point of his life, and Jesus 
reached through his thoughts to touch his emotions. 
 
The Lord also addressed John’s will. John the Baptist needed someone to reach his heart but he also needed to be 
reminded that faith is ultimately an act of the will. Jesus had provided lots of evidence that He was the Chosen One, 
and worked through John’s disciples to defeat his despair, but John could still chose to believe in Jesus or chose not 
to.  
 
Finally, Jesus promised a mighty blessing for John if he rekindled his faith, and for his disciples if they chose to 
believe. Facing imminent death, John would know that his blessing would come in the hereafter, and would take 
great comfort in that.  
 
VV 7-9 – Having convinced John’s disciples, Jesus turned to the crowd. Many of them had heard John speak and 
some might have been wondering about both John and Jesus because of this crisis of faith. Jesus did not discuss the 
specifics of John’s question because He had already done that for all to hear. Instead He told them who John really 
was, providing an endorsement unheard of in Scripture. 
 
Those who went to see John did not see someone blown hither and yon by winds of public opinion. He was not 
addicted to easy living, the kind of man one would see in a palace. Those who went to see John went to see an 
element of nature; a rock, a fire, and a wind. He was a prophet and more.  
 
V10 – John was the prophet foretold by the prophet Malachi to be the forerunner to the Messiah (Malachi 3:1). He 
would come in the same spirit and power of Elijah, the prophet to the Northern Kingdom during the reign of the 
wicked Ahab. 
 



V11 – In fact, no man who had ever lived was greater in the eyes of God than John the Baptist.  
 

1. The other Old Testament prophets had called God’s people to repentance. John called God’s people to 
repentance, but also proclaimed the Coming of the Lord.   

2. The other Old Testament prophets had announced what they only saw through the eyes of faith, but John 
announced what he saw through the eyes of faith and through the eyes of sight.  

3. The other Old Testament prophets wrote prophecy, but John with the subject and the fulfillment of 
prophecy.  

 
Believers in Jesus have an even greater advantage than John did. He saw the human Lord, but he never knew of the 
resurrected Lord. John knew the Scriptures, but He never knew the whole Bible. John understood the beginning of 
Jesus’ life, but never understood the end, and the beginning of the Church, and the amazing work of God since then.  
 
VV 12-13 – There are many possible interpretations for this cryptic verse. The one most consistent with the context 
and the rest of the Bible seems to be that wicked men (such as Herod) oppose the kingdom of God and have done 
so since the beginning of John’s ministry. They also did it before him, and will continue indefinitely.  
 
VV 14-15 – John himself stated that he was not a reincarnation of Elijah (John 1:21). Instead John was a man who 
spoke in the spirit and power of Elijah. Those who were willing to hear and understand would do so. Others would 
not.  
 
VV 16-17 – Jesus now turned the subject of His comments off of John and on to His listeners. Using the metaphor of 
children playing music, He stated that the people were not satisfied either with the ascetic ministry of John (the 
dirge), nor with the more relaxed ministry of Jesus (the flute).  
 
VV 18-19 – Now the Lord further developed His theme. John lived a harsh, self-denying life and he proclaimed a 
harsh, self-denying message. He ate an unusual diet and lived out in the wilderness. Because he was so far out of the 
mainstream in Israel, some of the people, including many of the religious leaders, accused him of being demon 
possessed.  
 
Jesus lived a relatively normal life; eating and drinking with friends and enjoying Himself. Because he was relatively 
normal, but spent a little time with “undesirable people”, some of the people and many of the religious leaders 
labelled Him a drunkard. To them Jesus also was an “undesirable person”. There was no lifestyle that Jesus could 
adopt that would convince them to follow Him. Because they refused to believe Jesus message, they made up all 
sorts of lies about every aspect of His life.  
 
Fortunately, their perceptions were not reality. In the end, Jesus’ deeds would vindicate His words.  
 
V20 – Jesus had been popular but popularity was not His goal. He did not perform miracles to get people to like Him; 
He did so to validate His message so that people would repent. As much as they liked to listen to Jesus for 
entertainment, for healing, and for other miracles, they were satisfied with their own lives, virtues and vices, and did 
not wish to change. Jesus knew that the end of this road would be eternal separation from God. Therefore He 
wanted them to follow Him and thereby come to the Father.  
 
Jesus denounced them publicly to goad them into action and to warn others not to follow in their path. It goes 
without saying that such denunciation did not help His popularity in these cities, but Jesus did not care. He did not 
need to be popular, but the denizens of these towns needed to find God.   
 
VV 21-22 – Chorazin was in the hills north of Capernaum and was famous for its wheat. Bethsaida was at the mouth 
of the Jordan River on the northern side of the Sea of Galilee and the site of the feeding of the 5000 (Luke 9:10-17). 
Tyre and Sidon were cities on the Mediterranean coast which were destroyed by Alexander the Great, though they 



were rebuilt and exist today. The miracles of Jesus in Chorazin and Bethsaida were so spectacular and should have 
been so convincing that had He done them in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented. In the final judgment Tyre 
and Sidon would fare better than Chorazin and Bethsaida.  
 
VV 23-24 – Capernaum was a village on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, the base of operations for Jesus, 
the Son of God. It was relatively important: Matthew had a tax office there (Matthew 9:9), it was the home of at 
least one high ranking Roman official (John 4:46), and a Roman centurion and his troops. Its punishment in the Day 
of Judgment would be especially harsh because it had advantages enjoyed by no other city since the dawn of time 
and still it did not repent. Even the infamous city of Sodom would have a lighter judgment than Capernaum.   
 
Tiberius (lived 42 BC – 37 AD, reigned AD 14-37) ruled Rome and his goal was to consolidate power, strengthening 
his position as emperor. He built roads and fortresses, solidified his political base, and launched no major military 
campaigns. Personally he was austere and avoided spectacle, such as Roman games. Rome’s enemies were quiet, 
and no major natural disasters such as the famine of Claudius (lived 10 BC to AD 54, reigned AD 41-54) occurred.  
In the provinces like Galilee and Judea, economy and security were good. Pontius Pilate (reigned AD 26-36) was an 
effective if harsh bureaucrat who managed to maintain stability in the restive provinces. To use Francis Schaeffer’s 
phrase, it was a time of “personal peace and affluence”  
 
Why did these cities reject Christ? There is no Biblical evidence that their people mocked Jesus, hindered His 
ministry, persecuted Jesus or ran Him and His followers out of town. Rather, the people of Chorazin, Bethsaida and 
Capernaum were indifferent. The spectacle of miracles was entertaining, but there was no reason to upset their 
lives. The anti-Roman zealot movement was much stronger near Jerusalem than in the north, and the combination 
of Jewish religion and Roman rule had served the economic interests of Galilee for many years. Material prosperity 
brought spiritual penury.  
 
It is exactly the same in America, the Western World, and much of the rest of the world as well in the 21st century. 
America is preeminent, and our National Security Strategy (Feb 2015) is all about stability. People disbelieve in Jesus 
Christ because we feel we don’t need Him. We feel no major threats from man or nature, and believe that most 
physical problems that remain, whether sickness or hunger, will be overcome by human science and technology. 
Spiritual hunger is addressed by making each person his own god, assigning transcendence to his own life. Whether 
modernist, postmodernist, or something else, the last thing that we want is to serve a God who upsets our lives and 
constrains our actions.     
 
The whole idea of “lighter judgment” suggests that there will be different degrees of punishment in hell just as there 
will be different degrees of reward in heaven. While all sins are alike in that every sin, no matter how small, 
distances us from God, all sins are not alike in their gravity before the Father. As Dante reflected in the Divine 
Comedy, punishment is not the same.   
 
VV 25-26 – The will of the Father was to give no credence to the pride of man. Therefore He hid profound truths 
from those who considered themselves wise and gave them to those who knew their weaknesses. Jesus publicly 
glorified His father for this fact, issuing a de facto condemnation of those bound by their vanity.  
 
A skeptic could quickly object that if the Father had prevented the denizens of Capernaum from recognizing and 
following Jesus, He could not then judge them. If He had blinded their eyes, how could He punish them for not 
seeing? The answer is wrapped up in the mystery of the sovereignty of God and the free will and responsibility of 
man. Nonetheless, we can gain insight. 
 
During the Exodus, the Bible says that Pharaoh hardened his heart and that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Both are 
true. When a man makes a decision, for good or for ill, he becomes more likely to make the same decision in the 
future. Why? 
 



1. Changing a decision is tacit admission that one decided wrongly the first time. No one likes to admit that. 
2. Changing a decision opens a person up to charges of inconsistency or weakness. 
3. Making a decision begins to form habits in support of that decision. Those habits are hard to break. 
4. Certain decisions and events occur subsequent to and contingent upon the first decision. Reality itself 

changes to accommodate the first decision, making it harder to revisit that decision. 
5. Neurological and hormonal changes occur in the brain and body. Though this is a bit oversimplified, neural 

pathways that were used in choosing one option grow stronger and those that would have been used in 
accepting other options grow weaker.  

 
The combination of these factors make it difficult to reverse a decision once it has been made. God is the sovereign 
Author of all things so He really does “harden our hearts.” At the same time, we harden our own hearts through our 
thoughts, which develop into choices, which express themselves in our actions, which determine our destiny.   
 
V27 – Jesus also made it clear that although human will played a role in the reactions of the people, ultimately all 
authority was His. He alone truly knew the Father and He alone had the power to reveal the Father to others.  
 
Some Bible skeptics say that Jesus never claimed to be God; that the Apostle John and his disciples developed that 
tradition long after He was dead. This statement is absurd. Even though Christ’s most obvious claims to divinity are 
written in the Gospel of John, He made several clear claims as recorded in the other Gospels. In this passage, Jesus 
Christ claims ultimate power, even the power to reveal the Father to man. Such as claim is preposterous unless it is 
made by God Himself. Jesus knew this. The Pharisees, Sadducees and other religious leaders knew it too, and they 
hated Him for it.  
 
VV 28-30 – Using the illustration of a yoke on a team of oxen, Jesus turned His tone from condemnation of those 
that opposed Him to consolation of those who believed. Everyone had to work, but the work of the flesh was hard 
and unbending, like a yoke which hurts the animals it is on. Ultimately the work of the flesh and the yoke of sin and 
Satan resulted in pain and death.  
 
Jesus’ work, the work of the Spirit, was better fitted to the form of humanity. Even more, Jesus customizes His yoke 
to fit each person. It is like a yoke perfectly crafted to the shape and strength of the oxen that it was used on. A 
good yoke has no burrs or rough spots that would scrape the neck of the animal. Similarly, Jesus yoke is right for 
each person. Thus Jesus ended this discussion on a note of compassion. If only those who rejected Him could see 
what He was trying to do for them, their lives and their eternities would be right.  
 
Modern man is nothing is not proud, and the image of us as one of a team of oxen wearing a yoke driven by Jesus 
offends us to the core. We imagine ourselves standing tall, strong and capable, and bending our knee to no one. We 
do things “our way”; we are “the captain of our own ship”. Many of us have never even seen oxen yoked and pulling 
a load and so the imagery baffles us. No matter how easy is Jesus’ yoke and light is His burden, we wonder why 
anyone would submit to someone else, even God. We also doubt that we want to be permanently yoked to another 
person, submitting our wills to their needs as well as to the driver. We feel the evolution has made us so much 
smarter than our forebears and science has made us so much more capable, the idea of modern man as a dumb ox 
joined to others and pulling a cart driven by God is passé.  
 
But compared to God, we are more stupid than oxen. We think that we know where to go, but we do not. We think 
that we stand alone, but are really more dependent on others than we have ever been. Our technology is better but 
perhaps our understanding of reality is worse than those who went before. Jesus’ yoke is easy and burden is 
light…serve Him.  
 
Matthew 12 
 



V1 – The Jezreel Valley in Galilee was an agricultural breadbasket for Palestine. It was probably springtime and the 
winter grain was coming in. Jesus and His disciples were walking through a grain field and picking grain to eat. Mark 
2:23-28 and Luke 6:1-5 record the same incident.  
 
V2 – There were two potential points on which the Pharisees could have accused Jesus. First, He and His disciples 
had picked someone else’ grain and eaten it. Second they had done so on the Sabbath. The Pharisees did not accuse 
Jesus on the first point because the Law specifically allows taking small amounts of grapes from a neighbor’s 
vineyard or grain from his field (Deuteronomy 23:24-25). The Sabbath law prohibits “work” on the Sabbath day and 
specifies the punishment as “death” (Exodus 31:12-17). Work (ָהַכַָלמ mĕla'kah) referred primarily to commercial 
activities but was expanded in the Rabbinical law to include 39 creative activities. For example, during the Exodus an 
Israelite was stoned to death for gathering sticks on the Sabbath (Numbers 15:32-35). The harshness of this 
punishment was probably because the Law had just been given and needed to be honored to have any credibility in 
Israel. The harsh penalty in this episode is similar to that of Achen after he violated the ban (Joshua 7:1-25) and 
Ananias and Saphira when they lied to Peter (Acts 5:1-10).  
 
Given such a history, one can understand why the Pharisees felt so strongly about breaking the Sabbath. Some 
rejected Jesus purely out of malice, but there were undoubtedly many others who honestly felt that Jesus was 
acting against God when He intentionally disregarded the Sabbath law. The Lord was sending a greater message, but 
sadly these men were unable to see it (Mark 2:27-28).  
 
Creative Activities Prohibited on the Sabbath  
 
Sources - Mishneh Torah Shabbos (MTS), Shulkhan Arukh Orach Chayim (SAOC), Chayei Adam Shabbos (CAS) 
 

Activity Definition Reference 

Planting Promoting plant growth MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Plowing Making a substrate ready for plant growth MTS, CAS 

Reaping Removing part of a plant from its source of growth MTS, CAS 

Gathering Gathering earth-borne material in its original environment MTS, CAS 

Threshing or 
extraction 

Removing an undesirable part from a desirable part MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Winnowing Removing an undesirable part from a desirable part using the 
air 

SAOC, CAS 

Sorting or purification Removing an undesirable part from a desirable part in a 
mixture of types 

MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Grinding Reducing the size of an earth-borne thing for a desired 
purpose 

MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Sifting Removing an undesirable part from a desirable part using a 
utensil 

MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Kneading or 
amalgamation 

Using liquid to combine particles into a mass MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Cooking or baking Changing the properties of a substance using heat MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Shearing Removing any body part of a creature MTS, CAS 

Scouring or laundering Removing impurities from an adsorbent material MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Carding or combining 
wool 

Separating fibers MTS, CAS 

Dyeing Coloring any material or substance MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Spinning Twisting fibers into thread or thread into yarn MTS, CAS 

Warping Creating a form for the purpose of weaving CAS 

Making two loops or Forming loops to weave or make nets.  CAS 



threading heddles 

Weaving Interlacing threads to make fabric CAS 

Separating two 
threads 

Removing fibers from their frame, loom or place CAS 

Tying Binding objects via twisting MTS, CAS 

Untying Unbinding objects bond via twisting MTS, CAS 

Sewing Combining separate objects (includes gluing, etc) MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Tearing Undoing a connection MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Trapping Confining a living creature by force MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Slaughtering Ending the life of a creature MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Flaying or skinning Removing the hide from a dead animal MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Curing or preserving Preserving any item to prevent spoiling SAOC, CAS 

Smoothing Scraping a surface to increase smoothness CAS 

Scoring Scoring or drawing a line to cut Jerusalem Talmud 

Measuring cutting Cutting any object to a specific size MTS, CAS 

Writing Writing or forming a meaningful character or design MTS, SAOC, CAS 

Erasing Render a surface suitable for writing MTS, CAS 

Building Contributing to the form of a permanent structure MTS, CAS 

Demolition Destroying for a constructive purpose MTS, CAS 

Extinguishing a fire Extinguishing a fire/flame or decreasing its intensity SAOC, CAS 

Igniting a fire Igniting, fueling or spreading a fire/flame Exodus 35:3, MTS, CAS 

Applying finishing 
touch or completing 

Any initial act of completion – bringing something to its final 
useful form 

MTS, CAS 

Transferring between 
domains or carrying 

Removing and depositing Numbers 15:32, 
Jeremiah 17:21-22, CAS 

  
Saving a human life is not only allowed but is required on the Sabbath, even if that violates some other Sabbath Law.  
 
VV 3-4 – Jesus referred to a story in which David and his men were fleeing Saul and were hungry. They went to the 
Tabernacle and asked the priest Ahimelech for bread. He had none except the bread consecrated to the Lord, and at 
David’s insistence gave him and his men the bread to eat (1 Samuel 21:1-6). This violated the Law but met the need 
of David’s men.  
 
V5 – The work of a priest, like that of a modern priest or preacher, is greatest on the holiest day of the week. 
Therefore they are violating the Sabbath and still doing the work of God.  
 
VV 6-7 – Jesus wanted the Pharisees to see that God’s purpose in creating the Sabbath was to help man and to 
glorify Himself. The Sabbath law was never intended to be a burden but to be a blessing. It was OK for David to 
violate the Sabbath because he and his men were fleeing a king who unjustly wanted to kill them and they needed 
food. It was OK for the priests to violate the Sabbath because they were leading the people in the worship of God. In 
saying “something greater than the temple is here”, Jesus was teaching the Pharisees that meeting these needs was 
greater than obeying the rituals of religion. If they had understood that the Lord’s priority was that men should have 
a heart like His, they would not have condemned Jesus and His disciples.  
 
V8 – This was especially true because though the Pharisees did not know it, Jesus was the Creator of the Universe 
and the Lord of Justice. He instituted the Sabbath and therefore was Lord of it.  
 
V9 – Jesus and His disciples left the grain field and went into their local synagogue. Some commentators have 
suggested that “their synagogue” indicates that the writer was making an anachronistic distinction between 
synagogue and church. It is more likely that this refers to the synagogue that the Pharisees who were accusing Him 



were from. Matthew Henry suggested that Jesus was headed towards the synagogue to confront the Pharisees, the 
Pharisees attacked Him on the issue of picking grain on the Sabbath, and rather than diverting from His mission, 
Jesus deflected that attack and went to the synagogue as planned.   
 
V10 – Jesus’ accusers set the first trap. There is no law in the Old Testament which forbade healing on the Sabbath, 
but as is clear from the table above, there were lots of ways that a healer could run afoul of Jewish tradition.  
 
VV 11-12 – A withered hand probably refers to nerve damage which would cause the muscles in the hand to 
atrophy. It is not likely to have been leprosy or some skin disease because if it were the authorities would not have 
let him be in the synagogue. The Lord knew that the Pharisees’ goal was to accuse Him, but He gave them a 
reasonable and creative answer anyway. Had we been in the same situation, we would likely have either refused to 
answer or come up with an angry response.  
 
Jesus, however, still tried to help them understand and believe. He used a word picture of a common event, a sheep 
wandering off and falling into a pit. In the agricultural society of first century Israel, everyone in the room had 
probably experienced, seen, or at least heard of this happening. Just as they were familiar with the scenario, they 
knew what people always did; they saved the sheep. Livestock were too valuable to lose because of a little accident, 
and the religious leaders, not wanting to alienate the people, would conveniently look the other way. Jesus knew 
this too, and called them on it. If a sheep was too valuable to be left to die in a pit on the Sabbath, how much more 
should a man be healed, even if that meant healing him on the Sabbath? Using the common Rabbinical technique of 
reasoning from lesser (the sheep) to greater (the man), the Pharisees would even have understood Jesus’ logic. His 
illustration was clear and His logic was sound. The religious leaders did not believe because they chose not to 
believe. That is how we all do it. 
 
V13 – One wonders if Jesus waited for a reply from the Pharisees, hoping that someone would show a glimmer of 
insight, but apparently none did.  So he turned to the man and healed him.  
 
V14 – All the Pharisees could see is Jesus’ power and popularity, how that violated their understanding of the Law, 
and how that detracted from their authority. They had lost the ability to think rationally about Jesus, to wonder at 
the mighty miracle, or even to rejoice with their neighbor who was now healed. The evil in their hearts made them 
blind to anything that Jesus could do to convince them, and with each powerful word or mighty work, their eyes 
only darkened.  
 
VV 15-16 – It was not yet time for Jesus to die, and the local rulers would have had no trouble paying some thugs to 
do a quick killing, so He withdrew from the city to cool things down. Many common people, desperate for healing 
and teaching, followed Him and His disciples. Filled with compassion, Jesus healed them, but forbade them from 
telling others in the hopes of quieting the controversy. The Lord had light to give, and did not want His message to 
be lost in the emotional heat He was generating in others.  
 
VV 17-21 – Writing to convince Jewish people that Jesus was the Messiah (the Christ), Matthew was careful to point 
out areas in which Jesus fulfilled prophecies about the coming Messiah. These verses are taken from Isaiah 42:1-4, 
and are intended to remind the readers that the Chosen One would not lead a political revolution, raise armies and 
destroy Israel’s enemies. Instead the Christ would be quiet and gentle, and yet still have the power of ultimate 
judgment. Ultimately, rather than crushing the hated Gentiles, the Messiah would bring hope to them.  
 
VV 22-23 – Seeing a demon possessed man who was blind and mute be released from his chains was remarkable, 
and begged the obvious question from the non-religiously educated commoners around, “Could this man be the 
Chosen One?”  They knew that the religious leaders in town opposed Jesus and yet could see His power with their 
own eyes. In this case their lack of education gave them an advantage over the Pharisees.  
 



V24 – Jesus’ power was either from God, in which case they should believe Him, or from the devil. Having refused to 
believe the former and pressed for an answer, the religious leaders had only one option – to state that Jesus’ power 
came from the devil.  
VV 25-26 – This was probably done out of earshot of Jesus, but since He knew the hearts of men, He knew how to 
respond. Always logical, Jesus demonstrated how illogical it would be for Satan to cast out Satan. If the devil worked 
by having his minions inhabit the bodies of men, why would he cast them out? It would be tantamount to saying 
that an invading army should give up its own gains and destroy its own fortresses.  
 
VV 27-28 – One of the tasks of the religious leaders in Israel was to deal with the demons that sometimes plagued 
the people. Jesus never questioned the presence of demons or even that there were some religious teachers in 
Israel who cast them out. Instead He asked the Pharisee were they got their power. In reality, Jesus cast out demons 
by the power of God, and the sons of the Pharisees would soon judge their fathers.  
 
VV 29-30 – The “strong man” in this illustration is Satan. Jesus will come into Satan’s house, bind the Satan (the 
“strong man”) and then free the captives there (“plunder the house”). The binding of Satan was a frequent theme in 
Jewish apocalyptic literature and in the Book of Revelation (20:1-3). Those such as the Pharisees who were not on 
Jesus’ side in the binding of Satan and freeing of the captives were against Him. Thus this statement was a warning 
to His accusers that they had better line up with Him lest they line up with Satan.  
 
VV 31-32 – The ultimate work of the Holy Spirit is to convict people of sin and lead them to a saving faith in Jesus 
Christ. To blaspheme is to treat with contempt. Therefore to treat the Holy Spirit with contempt, to attribute His 
work to Satan, is to reject conviction of sin and saving faith in Jesus Christ. Someone who refuses to be convicted of 
their sin and refuses faith in Christ can never be forgiven. 
 
V33 – The Pharisees needed to decide if they were going to follow Jesus, and thereby produce good fruit, or reject 
Him, and thereby produce evil fruit. They were very close to being beyond the point where they could accept Him, 
so they needed to do right and do it soon.    
 
V34 – The Jews understood original sin and therefore knew that the nature of man was evil. They thought that 
following the Law as they understood it was making them good, but Jesus argued that they were still evil. Since their 
hearts were evil, these men were spewing forth evil in their words. Jesus’ metaphor was especially apt because 
vipers inject poison into their victims through their mouths. Likewise the Pharisees and other religious leaders in 
Israel injected poison into their victims through their mouths.  
 
V35 – A man’s treasure is kept in his heart. If a man has the treasures of godliness, later identified as the fruits of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), he will have good and godly thoughts, speak good and godly words, and do good and 
godly things. If he has the treasures of sin in his heart, his thoughts, words and actions will be evil (Galatians 5:19-
21).  
 
VV 36-37 – In the final judgment, the religious leaders and others who reject Jesus cannot claim that they were “just 
kidding”; that their accusations were merely “idle words”. Insofar as the words reflect the heart, the treasure that 
man keeps inside himself, there are no “careless” or “idle” words. Therefore condemnation will be based on just 
such words.  
 
V38 – Having just healed a man with a withered hand, it is remarkable that they asked for yet another sign. It is the 
worse because, as noted above, when a man has rejected the work of the Spirit, more signs simply harden his heart 
more against God.  
 
VV 39-40 – More in mercy than in exasperation, Jesus answered that they would not get another sign except the 
miracle of His resurrection from the dead. It was not that He was not going to do any more wonders, many great 



things including the raising of Lazarus was still coming up, but that those asking for a sign at that moment would not 
get one.  
 
This statement was a clear prophecy of Jesus’ coming death, and since Jonah was released from the sea monster, a 
clear prophecy of His coming resurrection. 
 
VV 41-42 – The religious leaders listening to Jesus at that moment had the greatest advantage in history if they 
really wanted to know God, because God was standing there in front of them. And yet theirs hearts were so hard, 
and God was so different than what they expected, that they didn’t recognize Him when He came.   
 
Because of their unbelief in the face of such huge advantages, their punishment would be harsh on Judgment Day. 
The Assyrians who repented under the message of Jonah (Jonah 3:4-10) would rightly accuse them because Jesus 
was greater than Jonah. The Queen who visited Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-13) and was amazed by his wisdom would 
rightly accuse them because Jesus was greater than Solomon. It is true that “to whom much is given, much is 
required (Luke 12:48)”. Israel was given much; it had the whole testimony of God, the prophets, and His moment by 
moment presence. These Jewish religious leaders were given even more; they had all of the gifts of Israel and the 
opportunity to study the Scriptures for their occupation. Even more, they were given God Incarnate to learn from 
and to love. Despite all of these advantages, for them to reject Jesus Christ was inexplicable and indefensible. Sadly, 
they and their people would pay a terrible price.  
 
VV 43-45 - Jesus used yet another illustration to try to get His message through the thick hearts and heads of His 
hearers. Just a little while before He had driven a demon out of a man, and that event provided the context for this 
whole discourse. So the Lord returned to that context, suggesting that now that that man, or any man in a similar 
situation, was free of the demon, he needed to have his heart filled with something else. The evil spirit of Satan 
needed to be replaced with the Holy Spirit of God. If it was, the demon, having wandered through desolate places, 
could not return. If the Holy Spirit did not abide in the man, however, the spirit would return with others and the 
man’s situation would be more desperate than before.  
 
The same was true to the people of Israel. They had the word of God and yet had misunderstood and misused it. If 
they opened their hearts to Christ, the fulfillment and completion of God’s word, they would be protected. 
Otherwise their state would be worse than before He came.  
 
V46 – This could still be at the synagogue, but it is likely that sometime during this discourse the action moved to a 
house, perhaps Peter’s house in Capernaum. Mary and the rest of Jesus’ family were standing outside waiting to see 
Him. According to the Greek these were actual brothers, not cousins, a fact inconsistent with the belief in the 
perpetual virginity of Mary.  
 
VV 47-50 – Someone from the crowd told Jesus, and He decided to use the occasion as a teaching point. Jesus asked 
His hearers a rhetorical question, “Who are my mother and brothers?” Being largely from the region, they all knew 
who His biological family was, and so they must have wondered what He meant by asking such as obvious question. 
With theatrical flair, Jesus then stretched His hand towards His disciples and told the crowd “look at these men. 
Because they do the will of God, the will of My Father, they are my family.” Jesus’ point was that while biological 
family was important, far more vital was the family of service to God. Furthermore, His father was not Joseph, who 
many of them had known, but God. It was an audacious statement, likely to help some believe, and help others hate 
Him all the more.  
 
Matthew 13  
 
V1 – Jesus was relaxing by the shore of the Sea of Galilee when He was spotted by some onlookers. They told others 
and a large crowd grew.  
 



V2 – It would be impossible to keep the throngs away and also impossible for them to hear Him speak had He stayed 
on land, so Jesus got into one of His disciples fishing boats and they rowed Him a little way into the sea. The people 
stayed on the shore. On a still day, sound reflects strongly off of the surface of water and so Jesus would be much 
easier to hear in a crowd. 
 
V3 – A parable is a fictional story, typically an analogy, intended to communicate truth; often spiritual truth. They 
were commonly used by teachers in first century Judaism, and their meaning was explained to the hearers at the 
end of the story.  A sower was a common image in Israel, especially in the fertile and agricultural region of Galilee.   
 
V4 - Hard ground was found on roads or walking paths where feet, hooves and carts had packed the sunbaked 
earth.  
 
VV 5-7 - Thorny ground and stony ground had not been prepared by weeding, by plowing, and by removing stones, 
typical things that a farmer would do to increase his harvest.  
 
V8 – Good ground had been carefully prepared by the farmer, and produced abundant yield. The point of the 
parable is not that ¾ of the seed was wasted, and this inference may be false since the reader does not know if the 
portions were the same size. Rather the effectiveness of seed in producing crops is directly related to the 
characteristics of the soil into which the seed falls. 
 
V9 – Whoever is willing to hear will hear, and whoever is unwilling will not.  
 
V10 – Just as books of fables typically give the moral after the story, most teachers would give the parable and then 
provide the interpretation. But in this case Jesus just gave the parable. Without the interpretation, this story about 
the sower didn’t seem to have much point. When Jesus concluded by saying “he who has an ear, let him hear,” His 
audience may have been wondering what Jesus was trying to say. Everybody knew not to throw seed on the road, 
on stony ground, or on ground choked with weeds. Jesus was a rabbi, not a farmer, and would not have been 
expected to provide advice on increasing crop yields. Puzzled, Jesus’ disciples came to Him and asked, if His intent 
was to teach the people, why He taught in parables but left out the moral of the story.  
 
VV 11-12 – Even more cryptically to the disciples, Jesus replied that they could know the mysteries of the Gospel but 
others could not. His followers were chosen to receive His words and would receive more and more of the blessings 
of God. Those who were not Jesus’ followers would not receive His words and little by little, even the blessings of 
God that they currently enjoyed would be taken from them.  
 
VV 13-15 – In these verses Jesus provided the explanation. Man is inherently sinful, separated from the Lord, and 
therefore spiritually dead. Balancing divine sovereignty and human freedom in a way beyond mortal understanding, 
God chose those who would follow Him and individuals chose to follow God. At several points in each man’s life he 
receives a spark of divine truth which he either believes and obeys or he does not. If he believes, under the tender 
care of the Spirit, the spark grows into a flame. If he refuses to believe, the spark dies. But each time the man 
refuses to believe, it becomes harder to believe in the future. The man’s decisions, habits and even neural 
connections in his brain and body transform in such a way as to make it easier to reject the divine spark in the 
future. Eventually the man becomes so hard hearted that only a personal disaster can awaken him and incline him 
to follow God. Some people never do.  
 
VV 16-17 – The disciples were blessed because God gave them spiritual eyes that could see His truth and spiritual 
ears that could hear His truth. They were even more blessed because the Lord let them live at a singular time in 
history, the first coming of God Incarnate to the earth. The most godly men of old, kings, prophets, and commoners, 
did not get to see the amazing things that the disciples did.  
 



Abraham was told that he would become a great nation, and that all the world would be blessed through him, but 
with his final breath he saw no more than two grandsons and a sizeable estate. At the height of his power, David 
was promised that the Messiah would come from his house, but all he saw at the end was an increasingly fractious 
kingdom. Isaiah lived from 740 to 685 BC, prophesying boldly about what was and what was to come, until he met 
his death, probably at the hand of the wicked Judean king Manasseh. He never saw the fulfillment of much that he 
said.  
 
V18 – Jesus proceeded to explain the meaning of the Parable of the Sower to His disciples. 
 
V19 -   

 


